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Renaissance Poodles
The Newsletter of Poodle Rescue of New England
Welcome Note…by Mahala Beams

Annie when found

Many of you have followed the
dramatic story and rescue of “Little
Orphan Annie,” the mixed-breed
poodle who was left in terrible
shape to die on a busy stretch of
Route 1A in Attleboro, MA, in
early June. The details of her tale
are available on PRNE’s website:
poodlerescuene.org.

Happily, Annie was saved from a
terrible fate by a passerby (a good Samaritan indeed!) and
subsequently turned over to Poodle Rescue of New England.
Several newspapers and TV stations, both local and out-of-state,
reported her plight, helping PRNE to raise the funds for the
expensive surgery and care necessary to restore Annie to health
and eventually to ready her for adoption.
Annie’s
high
profile
story
generated an outpouring of support,
and PRNE is very grateful to all
who have donated to her cause.
However, PRNE has many other
stories to tell of poodles in need.
Some are as dramatic as Annie’s for example, Amelia’s story as
Annie after care
reported in this issue. Other stories
may be less high profile, but those
dogs are no less deserving. PRNE’s primary objective remains
the wellbeing and optimal placement of all rescued poodles, no
matter what their stories and situations.
We thank you for all you have done to help so generously in the
past through volunteer work and/or donations. However, now
more than ever we need your continued help to support PRNE’s
work on behalf of even greater numbers of surrendered,
homeless, abused and neglected poodles.

………

Amelia

Amelia: From Rags to Riches…
by Amanda Lion
Amelia was dumped at a shelter when she was approximately
two and one-half years old having never been groomed. Her hair
was so matted that her right rear leg was bound up, and the hair
was growing through the skin into the flesh of her leg. She had
to be anesthetized for grooming.
How skinny she was - all bones - became apparent once all of
her hair was shaved off. Her malnourished state was not
surprising since she could barely move her mouth to eat due to
the matted hair around her face. Her leg needed to be stitched
up, and her skin at the site of the wound was bright red and
Continued on page 2
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Amelia… continued from page 1
oozing. Thus she was put on a round of antibiotics to clear up
the infection there. Thankfully, the shelter took very good care
of Amelia before contacting Poodle Rescue of New England to
take her into their program.
Since then, Amelia has blossomed into the most beautiful toy
poodle. Considering all that she's been through, she loves people
and craves attention. Although she still has occasional pain in
her rear leg, she doesn't let that stop her. She'll dance and twirl
as if there's no tomorrow.
Amelia was adopted by her foster family and is loved beyond
belief. Her story shows how rescue and rehabilitation can
transform a sadly neglected animal into a happy, secure and
loving companion.

Amelia on her first night out of the shelter

………

Amelia relaxes on the sofa

Amelia helps Avery as a Poodle
Ambassador

Amelia claims her spot

Charlie's New Life… by Paul and Carol Capello

Charlie is thriving in his adoptive home
where he loves to run around his new big
back yard with his canine sibling, Nicky.
Charlie gets so excited at playtime it's said
he "hops like a bunny."
Charlie's new life is a far cry from the
hoarding situation from which he was
rescued, and he shows his appreciation by
showering his new family with lots of love.

………
Charlie upon rescue

Charlie relaxes with Nicky
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Roberta with Ginger
Amanda with Pepi

Bonnie and Jill
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Tony with Silly

Bonnie and Denise select the
winning raffle tickets

Woof Walk 2010…

Roberta with Ginger,
Baby and Mazie

Donna in her Woof Walk T-shirt

Jennifer with Fred and Glen
with Sandy

Linda, Gina and Denise

by Bonnie Staniewicz

Saturday June 19th marked our first Woof Walk and Spring Picnic at Maudslay State Park in
Newburyport, MA. The morning started with our volunteers packing the coolers with the
lunches and goodies that were baked and prepared the previous evening and bringing them to
the park. By early morning our vendors began setting up their display booths and tents as
the sun beamed down.
Participants started their day at the registration table, which included complimentary paw
bracelets and bows for our walkers as well as their Woof Walk t-shirts, sponsored by a
generous donation from the PETCO Foundation.
Our vendors were quite a diverse group. To name a few, at the Ron St. Jean Photography
(Rollinsford, NH) booth, guests were invited to have their pet or family portrait taken. Just
Dogs Gourmet offered complimentary samples. PETCO and Unleashed offered both product

Baby

Continued on page 4

German Shepherd Rescue of N.E.

Doggie Duffel Bag
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Woof Walk 2010…

continued from page 3

and store information as well as free Frisbees for our guests. Doggie
Duffel Bag proved to have some unique and fun gifts for both people
and their animals. There was also the PRNE informational and raffle
table and the “lunch station.” Special thanks to Donna, Denise and Gina
from Pembroke Academy (Pembroke, NH) for their time and effort in
coordinating the food and beverages. All were great!

Tucker

And the end results were wonderful. We were surprised to see the
number of donors far outnumbered the walkers, and we’re excited to
report that we raised over $2700 for the event. THANK YOU, THANK
YOU, THANK YOU! These proceeds will help provide funds to rescue,
rehabilitate and re-home dogs in our care.

Silly

Keep visiting our website as we list upcoming events for Poodle Rescue.
We’re working on a few exciting programs that you’ll want to know
about. Stay tuned!

………

THANK YOU, BONNIE AND DONNA,
Chi Chi

FOR YOUR VISION AND HARD WORK

Silly and Penny

IN ORGANIZING THIS FABULOUS EVENT!

Ace: PRNE Mascot for Foster Homes

Ace, when rescued

Ace, after a recent trip to the beauty parlor

Ace, as PRNE mascot

4

The Newsletter of PRNE

August 2010

Tribute to Ray Simpson… by Liz Palmer
Several years ago, I had the pleasure of meeting Ray Simpson
(born 10/25/1915). He was the grandfather of a good friend,
Katie, and lived with her parents, Karen and John.
The purpose of the visit was to introduce the family to Buddy, a
wonderful standard I was fostering for PRNE. Suzette, a mini,
was Ray's dog and very much a part of the family. It seems that
Suzette was Ray's third poodle with that name and they all
looked alike. It was said that people would meet Ray with
Suzette and assume she was the dog they knew 25 years ago.
Ray, with a perpetual twinkle in his eye, was happy to let people
believe that.
Buddy and Suzette III became fast friends, as Buddy went to live
with the family. Buddy seemed to steadily gain weight. It seems
that on his visits upstairs to Grandpa, he was fed many delightful
treats e.g. macaroni and cheese. Ray delighted in sneaking treats
to the dogs. Sadly, Suzette died and Buddy became the only dog.
Ray and Buddy would spend much time sitting on the front
porch, overseeing all that went on in the neighborhood. Ray's
quick wit and sense of humor was well known and celebrated all
over town. He told many wonderful stories.
A while back, Katie told me Ray had been diagnosed with
terminal cancer. Sensing something was wrong, Buddy would
frequently go upstairs to check on his friend. I realized that
Violet, my foster dog, looked just like Suzette, and thought Ray
might enjoy meeting her, so we paid a visit.
There was Grandpa, holding court on the front porch with
Buddy. He was still as sharp as a tack with his grand sense of
humor. It was love at first sight between him and Violet. She
curled up on his lap as if she had been there for years, and we

had a wonderful visit. Ray was delighted to pose for a photo
with Violet. He was very eager to appear in the PRNE
newsletter. Katie had the photo laminated and Ray stared at it for
hours. He loved his poodles and hopefully, the photo triggered
many fond memories.
Violet and I hoped to pay another visit, but Ray died on
6/16/2010. He never saw this tribute, but hopefully his family
will enjoy it. His great-grandchildren made a donation in his
memory to PRNE. It was an honor to know this poodle man.
May he rest in peace.

………

Poodle Rescue Picnic
2010
Sunday, October 3
11 am – 3 pm

For details, see page 11!

Don’t Miss the 12th Annual Pet Rock
Fest!
When: Sunday, Sept. 12,
from noon to five p.m.
Where: Quinsigamond Community College
670 West Boylston St., Worcester, MA 01606.
For more information visit:

www.petrockfest.com

Ray Simpson, 95 years young, visiting with Violet.
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Update on Gracie: Look Who’s Two!
… by Cheryl Crotty
I just wanted to catch you up a bit on Gracie. By now you
probably know that she is quite the star. She's living in the lap
of luxury and she really deserves it for all the love she gives.
She is just perfect in our family. We have a new grandson and
he is 6 months old. We take care of him 3 days a week and
Gracie and Liam are the best of friends. Liam goes into gales of
laughter when Gracie gives him a kiss. And her tail just wags
like a motor when he arrives in the morning.
She is completely trained to everything. The leash took the
longest, but we walked her pretty much everyday and now she
prances along like the princess she is. Of course everyone
wants to pat her so it takes us a bit longer for our walk.
You will be happy to know that she still loves to play ball. From
the first thing in the morning until bedtime if she can con
someone into kicking that ball, she is a happy camper. Speaking
of camping she loves going to Maine. We have a house and a
boat and she loves both. So Amazing Gracie is healthy and very
happy and so are we.

Gracie

Once again thank you for rescuing her and taking such good care
of her so that she could come to us. She has brought such joy to
our house. We can't imagine life without her
And by the way, everyone on my Christmas List will be getting
Gracie blend coffee for Christmas!

………

Looking for that special gift or just a little treat for yourself?
Look no further than Gracie’s Blend!
Poodle Rescue is offering gourmet organic, free
trade coffee by Silver Bean Coffee. Skier Shannon
Bahrke, 2002 Olympic Silver Medalist and 2010
Bronze Medalist, founded Silver Bean Coffee
Company. Because her sport enabled her to travel
all over the globe, Shannon has sampled a wide
assortment of coffees in many exotic locations,
which inspired her to develop top quality blends for
Silver Bean Coffee. Shannon is an animal lover
who has generously agreed to help support the
mission of Poodle Rescue of New England by
donating the proceeds from the sale of her coffee.
Choice of grind – Whole Bean, Drip Grind, French
press grind, Espresso grind. Choice of roast –
French, Medium, Light, Decaf (medium), Espresso.
Personalized bags featuring your dog/s are
available for orders of a case (24 bags). We’ll need
a picture for the front of the bag and the text for the
back of the bag.
$12 per 1 lb bag + shipping or order by September
14 and pick up at our October 3rd PRNE Annual
Picnic at Borderland State Park, Easton, MA. (See
page 11 for details and directions.)
To order, e-mail prnevolunteer@yahoo.com
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Spotlight on a Volunteer: Gayle Morelli
… by Kim Rosen
We are very pleased to share Gayle Morelli’s story as a PRNE
volunteer in this edition of the newsletter.
As many of you know, we at Poodle Rescue of New England
feel very fortunate to be recipients of PETCO’s commitment to
fundraising for homeless pets. Although the PETCO effort is a
joint one, Gayle is an invaluable asset to Poodle Rescue! She is
responsible for maintaining our standing as a beneficiary of
PETCO’s generous contributions. We are very fortunate to have
such a committed and organized volunteer!
Gayle’s first volunteering experience with Poodle Rescue began
in 2006. She and her husband Mario had lost their Bichon
Frisee, Nickie to cancer the summer of 2005. After months of
grieving, they decided they wanted a poodle. Their veterinarian,
Dr Jeff Giles, introduced them to the idea of rescuing. They
found Poodle Rescue of New England via a web search. After
sending in an application, they received a call from Sue Matre,
another of our long-term volunteers. Upon meeting Sue and a
miniature poodle named Benji, they fell in love with Benji!
Gayle says, “Going through the adoption process with Sue made
me appreciate the love, hard work and dedication of the PRNE
volunteers. I felt I wanted to give back to PRNE for all care and
love they had provided Benji.”
Currently, Gayle’s volunteering responsibilities include the
relationship with the PETCO stores and the PETCO foundation.
We have a core group of volunteers who go to the stores to
promote PRNE as poodle ambassadors. Gayle is quick to point
out that PETCO truly is a joint effort. She is especially grateful
to Anne Aronson, another PRNE volunteer, who owns the hard
task of organizing and scheduling Poodle Rescue’s volunteer
days at PETCO as well as the core group of Poodle
Ambassadors who gladly spent 2 to 4 hours a month
representing Poodle Rescue on Saturday mornings at PETCO! In
turn PETCO has been most generous to us awarding grant
monies, donating products for poodles in foster care and
facilitating adoptions.

Gayle and Bella
everywhere together. (See
of Rocket and Mario, in
newsletter.) Then there’s
Bella's best friend. Cosmo
just love one another.

“Mario’s Best Friend,” the full story
the May 2010 issue of the PRNE
Cosmo Kitty, who happens to be
and Bella can play all day long; they

Gayle is one of those people who love to give back! Not only
does she work hard for Poodle Rescue, but also she and a group
of her friends host brunch every month at one of the Pine Street
Inn residences. She also enjoys working with the elderly and
will often take a senior citizen shopping or for other errands.
Gayle shares that she is especially appreciative of the
camaraderie among PRNE volunteers. When faced with a
question or concern about one of her fosters, she can send out an
email and receive back “the greatest responses - an answer to the
problem, a suggestion, the name of a web site, the name of a
trainer or vet.”
She further boasts that, “PRNE is a wonderful organization on
many levels from the care of the pets to the fellowship of the
volunteers. PRNE volunteers will go out of their way to make
sure the poodles are taken care of. PRNE is an organization
made up of caring individuals who want to give a good home to
a dog that just needs one better break in life.”

………

Over the years, Gayle has also fostered poodles. She says, “the
hardest part of volunteering and the best part of volunteering are
one in the same for me. Finding a forever family for one of my
foster dogs is like hitting the jackpot! Driving away from
placing a foster dog with a new family is heart breaking because
I have grown to love my foster as my own. However, it is
also exhilarating to know that this wonderful, deserving poodle
is now in a loving forever family.”
Gayle and Mario currently have 4 dogs: a Shih Tzu named Rosie
who is 13 years old; Benji, their first Poodle Rescue adoption;
Bella, a black mini who came to them as a foster needing hip
surgery and never left; and Rocket, a grey mini who came to live
with them via PRNE. Gayle and Mario came to know Rocket
when another volunteer was fostering him. They, especially
Mario, were so taken with him that they adopted Rocket. In fact
Rocket became almost an extension of Mario! They go

Gayle working with other volunteers at PETCO
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Ask Andrew… (with help from Laura Klein Plunkett)
Dear Andrew,
We have an active, young, assertive female dog and an easygoing senior male with some health issues. We’d like to adopt
another dog as an eventual companion for our female, but we
have been told that when adding another dog to a household it’s
always better to get a dog of the opposite sex. Is this true?
Should we get a young male? We want to make sure the dogs
get along with each other.

Andrew

Sarah Woodshire
-----------Dear Ms. Woodshire,
When choosing a new dog to add to your household, gender
should not be the first consideration. The successful integration
of a new dog into your family depends on the personality and
social behavior of your current dogs and your willingness and
ability to manage the transition of a new dog into your home.
Your male was an established presence in your household when
your female arrived, so she’s used to living with a noncompeting housemate that is older, less active and more laidback in personality. It’s likely that she would more readily
accept a new dog with a calm, deferential personality regardless
of gender. Your male, being easy-going to begin with, would
probably accept a well-mannered dog of either sex.
Gender does play a role in overall aggression incidents. Studies
indicate that more females initiate household aggression, and
fights between females are more severe than those between
opposite sexes,1 but many, many people live happily and
successfully with two or more female dogs. Patricia McConnell,
a highly respected animal behaviorist, feels that the individual
personality of a dog is the most important factor in determining
compatibility between dogs in a household. She has written
several books that address the issue of inter-dog behavior and
aggression, including The Other End of the Leash, Feisty Fido,
and Feeling Outnumbered? How to Manage and Enjoy your
Multi-Dog Household2. We highly recommend her books.
Some things
personalities:

to

consider

when

assessing

your

dogs’

•

How does she behave with other dogs that she knows?

•

Does he exhibit curiosity and play behavior or is he
wary, pushy or aloof?

•

Is she reactive to other dogs on or off leash?

•

Does he exhibit any guarding behaviors involving toys,
food or other resources?

•

Does she exhibit any prey drive? For example, if your
female likes to chase cats or squirrels and is reactive to
other dogs, a smaller dog with a high-pitched bark and
quick movements might not be the best choice.

Your two dogs have developed a behavioral dynamic that works
for them, so adding any new dog will be potentially upsetting.
You should ask yourself how much you are prepared to do to
help ensure a successful integration. Are you willing/able to
crate? Can you gate off an area and separate the dogs when you
can't supervise? Can you provide separate areas or times to
exercise the dogs during the introductory period?
Selecting a new dog with compatible personality traits and
carefully managing the introduction and transition will help
ensure that your new family member will fit in well with the
humans and dogs in your home.

………

1

Sherman CK, Reisner IR, et al. 1996. Characteristics,
treatment, and outcome of 99 cases of aggression between dogs.
Applied Animal Behaviour Science. 47(1-2): 91-108.
2

http://www.patriciamcconnell.com/

If you need advice on training and behavioral issues,

Ask Andrew!
Andrew has over 16 years experience as a Ph.D.
(Phenomenal Dog)
In each issue of Renaissance Poodles he will share
his knowledge.
Send your questions to:
info@poodlerescuene.org.
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Legislation Pending…
Update on H. 1467 - AN ACT RELATIVE TO TRUSTS FOR THE CARE OF ANIMALS
The pet trust bill, H. 1467, passed the House last month. It is now in Senate Ethics and Rules.
To get this bill to pass this session (only 4 weeks left in the formal session), please contact your state senator and ask him/her not only to support this bill
(more detail below on the bill) BUT ALSO REQUEST THAT HE/SHE ASK SENATOR BERRY TO RELEASE THE BILL FROM HIS COMMITTEE.
Senator Berry is chair of the Senate Ethics & Rules committee and needs to hear from other senators.
You can find out who represents you at www.wheredoivotema.com if you don't know (look for senator in general court).
MORE ABOUT THE BILL:
This bill would authorize the creation of an enforceable trust that is established with the pet as the beneficiary, while specifying both
a trustee for the trust and a caretaker for the pet. With this legislation, pet owners can be ensured that their wishes and directions
regarding their companion animals will be carried out.
Why the bill is needed and why Massachusetts' current law is not sufficient - the growing trend in state laws permitting pet trusts:
Forty-two states and the District of Columbia have enacted pet trust statutes. Nineteen of the states and the District of Columbia have
adopted the Uniform Trust Code's provisions for pet trusts. Georgia currently has pending legislature that is expected to pass in July
2010.
Massachusetts is one of only eight remaining states that continue to have no form of pet trust legislation. In Massachusetts, a person
can currently only assign the assets of a trust to the caretaker of the pet, and hope that the caretaker uses the assets for the care and
maintenance of the pet as intended.
Such a trust is not enforceable by law. The alternative means of providing for a pet through a will is also problematic for the same
reason and for the delay of providing access to the funds that can accompany the probate process, leaving the pet at risk for lack of
care.
Why the bill is important to Massachusetts’ constituents and for public policy reasons:
More and more people view their pets as family members and are concerned about the welfare of these animals if the animals should
outlive them. The increase in veterinary advances now available to companion animals and the advent of pet health insurance for
owners to minimize costs has added to the overall health and lifespan of people's pets. Pets are living longer and are an integral part
of their families' lives. It has been estimated that between 12 and 27% of pet owners include their pets in estate planning. The
American Veterinary Medical Association estimates that over 68.7 million households care for a companion animal. In
Massachusetts, it is estimated that 33.3% of households live with a cat or dog (MSPCA Dorr Research).
Not infrequently, municipal shelters and animal rescue organizations find that the incapacity or death of an owner results in
abandonment, surrender or the inability to care for the pet.
This bill would allow pet owners to provide financial resources for the care of their animals in the event of incapacity or death, which
benefits the owners as well as the pets. Additionally, the burden placed on municipal shelters and rescue organizations would be
eased as pet owners would have a viable, enforceable alternative plan for the care of their animals.
Information from: www.mspca.org/pettrust

………

Update on H.B. 4285 Protect Pets From Antifreeze Poisoning
Good news from the Humane Society! Gov. Deval Patrick signed H. 4285 into law, making Massachusetts the 13th state to require
antifreeze and engine coolant to include a bitter flavor agent to prevent animals and children from being poisoned by the sweet-tasting
liquid. Thank you to everyone who took action on this important issue.

………
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GALLERY
SUMMER
SCENES
Daisy

Freddie

Cricket

Sabrina and Allie

Sasha
Mario

Tristan

Argo, Triton and Figaro

Nicky and Ginny
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POODLE RESCUE PICNIC
OCTOBER 3
11 am – 3 pm

Borderland State Park
259 Massapoag Avenue, North Easton, MA 02356
Directions: http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/borderland/directions.htm
Please note: The park has a $2 per car parking fee

Bring your poodle(s) and join us for a day of fun,
friends, contests and shopping

CONTESTS
•
•
•
•
•

Fastest Tail-Wagger
Best Trick
Poodle/Parent Look-Alike
Biggest Poodle
Smallest Poodle

RAFFLES
•
•
•

A week at Summertime Cottages, Bar Harbor, ME
Hand-Painted Pet Portrait by Ave Siecinski
Handcrafted Silver Poodle Pendant by Laura
Klein Plunkett

DOGGIE TAROT CARD READING
PRNE LOGO ITEMS
POODLE RESCUE COFFEE SALES
LOTS and LOTS OF RAFFLE ITEMS
JEANNE LAREAU, ANIMAL COMMUNICATOR AND INTUITIVE
NAIL CLIPPING
DOGGIE BUFFET BY ESPECIALLY FOR PETS
AGILITY COURSE
POODLE CALENDAR SALES

Remember to bring your lunch, drinks, chair & doggie pick up bags!
 All dogs MUST be leashed at ALL times – per Mass. state law 

————————————————
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Mailbox
Hello!
I just finished reading your latest edition of Renaissance
Poodles. Thanks for the article on eye problems. I have a 15 year
old poodle who lost both eyes to glaucoma (he was found as a
stray.) His wonderful eye doctor was Dr. Nick Cassotis of Dover
Animal Hospital in Dover, NH. Maybe he would be willing to
speak to your group?
Wink, as we named him, has truly gotten a new "leash" on life
after his eye surgery. He's full speed ahead despite being
completely blind and mostly deaf. He's an inspiration!
Thank you for all the important work you do for poodles.
Erica Brown

………

Ace and Dallas remind all doggies to
buckle up
while enjoying an outing in the car!
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WHO WE ARE
Newsletter Committee: Mahala Beams, editing and layout, Amanda Lion, Alice O’Connor, Laura Klein Plunkett and Kim Rosen
Board of Directors: Merrilea Agostino, Amanda Lion, Sue Matre, Alice O’Connor and Laura Klein Plunkett
Please let us know if you have a topic, a question, a suggestion or a story to share for the next issue of the newsletter. Also, since we
plan to email you when the latest issue of Renaissance Poodles is available on line, please send your email address to:
info@poodlerescuene.org

For more information on Poodle Rescue of New England, please visit our website:
www.poodlerescuene.org
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