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Renaissance Poodles
The Newsletter of Poodle Rescue of New England
Welcome Note... by Mahala Beams
Lately, even more than usual, I've been watching my three
dogs watching me and my husband. The more tuned in to
them I become, the more information I realize they are
collecting as they follow me from room to room, upstairs
and downstairs, day and night. "Oh goody," they seem to
think, erupting with excitement as I get out the leashes.
"A walk!" "Uh-oh, she's packing the green bag. That
means a long term trip, and we aren't going!" "Yippee,
she’s packing the black shoulder bag. We are all heading
for Vermont!"
If my husband decides to nap, no matter how stealthily he
sneaks towards the couch, Figaro, our miniature poodle,
knows. Invariably he runs to collect his “blankie” and then
races back to nestle with my husband. If we shower in the
late afternoon, dressing with care afterwards, the dogs
know we are going out for the evening and they settle
down sadly to await our departure and return. If I
approach the sofa or the bed, book or newspaper in hand,
all three dogs arrive happily to join me for a good snuggle.
Continued on page 2

Figaro naps with Rich

Bella

Bella Luna... by Margaret Wayne Coffin
Many years ago, my neighbor adopted a young poodle
from an animal shelter. All she knew about the dog was
that it had been found near a highway and was about a
year old and seemed to be in good health. The day after
she brought Pepper home, the little poodle began to act
strangely and she noticed a few drops of blood. She called
her vet who advised her that the dog was probably coming
into heat and she could avoid any mess by putting special
pants on her. She purchased the pants, put them on Pepper
Continued on page 2
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Welcome Note... continued from page 1
As they read me for signs, I can almost hear them say, "It's
dinner time. Will she remember to feed us? Is she going
towards the kitchen?" “I could really use a excursion into
the yard? Will she let me out soon? Will she hear me if I
ring the bells to go out?" "She’s packing to go home to
Boston. Will she forget me? I'll shadow her just in case,
until I'm safely in the car…" Of course they don’t use
words - but maybe a special sensory language.

Bella Luna...

Be that as it may, as I watch them watch us, I realize again
how completely dependent our dogs are on us. Since our
dogs have so little control over their own lives, our
concern for their well being and for the quality of their
lives becomes absolutely paramount. No wonder they read
our signals so well when they must rely so totally on our
behavior, whims and habits, hoping and trusting that we
will look after their best interests.
.........

continued from page 1

and went to sleep. The next morning when she went down
to check on the dog, she found the pants on the floor and
three tiny little puppies in the dog bed. One of those
adorable puppies became Muffin, our first poodle.
Muffin was followed by Mindy and Melody, and we
became passionate poodle owners. Poodles are easy dogs
to love. They are smart, devoted, fastidious pets. People
would often ask us if poodles were particularly yappy, but
none of ours were. They were delightful, loyal pets.
When Melody died at age fourteen in 2010, we thought
our days of being pet owners were over. We would be free
of all obligations, and we would come and go as we
wished without having to worry about caring for a pet.
We did enjoy traveling, but greatly missed having
someone special waiting for us when we got home. We
started to think about getting another dog. The “benefits”
of freedom did not make up for the absence of the loving
little friend we missed.
As we watched our daughter and her family go through
the puppy stage with their cockapoo, Max, and realized
again how difficult it can be, we thought an older dog
would be most suited to us and our lifestyle.
We started looking at PetFinder everyday and at different
poodle rescue sites. We almost adopted a toy poodle from
another rescue organization, but they were concerned
about our six grandchildren who are a big part of our life.
One morning, our daughter called and said, “I’ve found

Bella with the grandchildren and grand-dog, Max

your dog, ‘Bella Luna’.” She sent me Bella’s bio and
picture from PRNE and the minute I saw her, I felt she
was the dog for us. Her picture showed a little white dog
standing beside an urn of flowers, looking at the camera
with an almost stoic expression. She seemed to be saying,
“I may be small and homeless, but I am strong and
determined.” Her bio stated that she came into rescue
when her family moved and could not take her.
I
immediately filled out the application and prayed that I
would hear from PRNE.
We did get a phone call that we were being considered and
asked if we would be available for an in home visit. Bella
Luna was being fostered in Waltham and we live in
Falmouth, but we were fortunate that a volunteer lived in
Sandwich. Linda made an appointment, came and visited
Continued on page 3
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continued from page 2

us and talked to us about the adjustment period when a
rescue dog comes to live in a new home. She asked us
questions about our family, our
grandchildren, and our willingness to
walk a dog since our yard is not fully
fenced.
Linda also answered
questions we had about Bella Luna.
We learned that she had been raised in
a house with children and another
dog. A couple of days after Linda’s
visit, Amy, Bella’s foster mother,
called and told us that we seemed to
be a good match and asked if we
could travel to Waltham to meet and
take home Bella Luna. During the
few days until our meeting, Amy
answered any questions we had and
sent us many pictures.

play with toys, but she does have two little stuffed pets we
got her that she seems to like having in her bed every
night. She doesn’t do any tricks, but
she is the best snuggler that you
could ever meet. She does not like to
go on walks. She gets to the end of
the driveway and sits down. No
amount of prodding or treating will
get her to walk. So we take her out
for “carries.” However, when we
reach our destination, she will walk
back toward home with great
determination. She knows what she
wants, and she wants to go home.

She ignores visitors who come to the
house after giving a few raspy barks
when they first come in. She allows
them to pat her or pick her up, but is
We went to get Bella Luna last
indifferent to them. When family
Memorial Day weekend, and it was
visits, she is completely different.
love at first sight. Bella Luna is a
She wants their attention. If either of
great fit for us. She is a quirky little
the grand-dogs gets a treat or a pat or
dog with definite habits.
For
cuddle, Bella Luna is right there
example, she absolutely refuses to go
Bella, out for a “carry”
demanding to be picked up or to get
to the bathroom on a leash. We have
her own treat. She has no fear and
tried all kinds of leashes—short, long, thick, thin, will walk right over Max, the cockapoo, who is three
retractable, harnesses, dragging the leash, etc. Nothing times her weight, to get what is due her. She is a strong
worked. When we first got her, she went three days little individual, who makes us smile every time we see her.
without going to the bathroom until she had an accident in
the house. Finally after two more days, in desperation we Whenever we return home, she is at the door to greet us,
took her off her leash in the backyard. Immediately she squirming and bouncing and wagging her tail with delight.
performed a little dance and went to the bathroom. Her She is our quirky little lovable dog, and we can’t imagine
little dance begins with three clockwise turns and two life without her.
.........
counterclockwise turns. Then she arches her back, looks at
the sky and finally, success! She doesn’t play fetch or

PRNE PHOTO CONTEST
SUBMIT YOUR POODLE PHOTOS FOR THE 2014 PRNE CALENDAR!
For information, visit: Poodle Rescue of New England
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The PRNE/PETCO Connection Continues
Volunteers Anne Aronson (bottom left) and Gayle Morelli (bottom right) represented PRNE at PETCO in Needham on
April 27. Assisting is Dallas, a fabulous poodle ambassador! Volunteers Meghan and Rich Walsh (below center) with
their dog, Mr. Zachary Binx, and their foster dog, Maggie, helped out at PETCO in Waltham on June 22 for the Annual
PETCO Adoption Event.
PETCO has steadfastly supported PRNE’s mission and has contributed generously. Most recently, PRNE received a
grant of $3000 from PETCO. Many, many thanks again to PETCO and to all the PRNE volunteers who sit regularly at
PETCO stores in the area to bring PRNE’s message to the surrounding communities.

Whisker Walk 2013
PRNE was well represented at the annual Whisker
Walk on June 5 at the Lancaster Fair Grounds.

Dom, Quincy, Amy, Petunia, Amanda and Amelia

Dom and Merrilea Agostino with Quincy and Amelia

Dom, Quincy, Amy and Petunia
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Meet Phoebe... by Sandra Norton
While vacationing in Florida in April of 2013, I received a
call from Poodle Rescue of New England about a female
poodle mix named Gia, available for adoption. After
having had six standards, I had decided that I now wanted
a smaller dog, so had been looking into rescue for about a
year. As I was scheduled to return home on April 6th, I
made arrangements to meet Gia on Sunday, April 7.
My son and I drove to Gia’s
foster home to meet her, and
there she was sitting on the front
steps with her foster Mom. We
both said at just the same time,
“Oh, she is just what we have
been looking for.” We went
inside and played with her, held
her, and fell in love with her
immediately. Gia’s foster Mom
said that a home visit would have
Phoebe
to be done before we could
finalize the adoption, so on
Tuesday, April 9, she came to our
home as I waited outside. A little white head peeked out
the car window. Very soon we were approved to be Gia’s
family and Gia came into our yard to meet Sydney, our
standard poodle. They proceeded to run like the wind all
around our large yard. It was a sight to behold.
Since I wasn’t fond of the name Gia, I renamed her
Phoebe. After one day of calling her Phoebe, she
responded as if it had always been her name. And after
one day in our home, it was as if she had been there since
birth. This little dog had stolen our hearts, and Sydney, our
standard, seemed to approve too. Phoebe slept in her crate
very quietly as her Foster Mom said she would. After a
few days, I would tell her to go to her crate at bedtime,
and she would jump on my bed, roll over on her back as if
to say, “I’m too cute to go in my crate,” but I insisted she
do so. After a few more days of that cuteness, you can
guess what happened. Yes, Phoebe is now cuddling in the
big bed, and frankly, I wouldn’t have it any other way.

Sydney and Phoebe

Phoebe is living the good life, and we are so happy she is
a part of our family. This has been a wonderful experience
for us, and I know Phoebe thinks so too. I still follow
PRNE. Who knows… maybe Phoebe and Sydney will
want a sister in the future.
PS: Phoebe visited another state park a few days ago,
walked into the water, came out, decided she liked it and
went back and lay down in it. She then proceeded to come
out, roll in the sand and the mud over and over until she
looked like a brown dog instead of a white one. She was
having such a good time that I just let her roll to her
heart’s content, forgetting that she had a Vet appointment
on the way home. Oh well, now they’ve seen what a
tomboy she is. Gotta love Phoebe! She’s on her way to the
pool today. Thank you Poodle Rescue!

.........

Phoebe is always by my side, and waits on the stairs to go
with me everyday. She has been to several parks for walks
with her friend, Sadie, a Westie, and just the other day she
went to Colt State Park for a hike alongside the water,
followed by doggie ice cream at the ice cream stand. Yes,
Sandy and Phoebe
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Eat a Dog and Save a Dog!
Fundraiser in Memory of Connie Musso... by Merrilea Agostino

BeeZers in Northborough
Sabrina, Allie and Connie Musso

In memory of dear friend and PRNE volunteer Connie
Musso, Linda "Beezer" Bock and friends organized a
fundraiser to benefit Poodle Rescue of New England on
Connie’s birthday, May 8, at BeeZers in Northborough.
BeeZers serves authentic Chicago hotdogs, one of
Connie’s favorite treats. Lots of friends came by to eat a
dog and to fondly remember Connie on the special
occasion of her birthday.
Connie’s two poodles adopted from PRNE, Allie and
Sabrina, were in attendance as well. Accompanying Allie
and Sabrina was their new mom, Jan, and her two dogs.
Jan was Connie’s dear friend. When she heard that Allie
and Sabrina were going to need a new home, she opened
her arms to them. Allie and Sabrina got to see lots of
friends that evening since they were used to going almost
everywhere with Connie - including to work! Everyone
was so happy to see them, and they were happy to get all
the attention.
Poodle Rescue of New England would like to thank Linda
Bock and all of Connie’s friends who donated to PRNE
that night. It was a heartwarming evening that Connie
would have loved, and the “dogs” were delicious.

.........

Jan with Sabrina, Allie and her two other poodles
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Eddie... by Fiona Sinclair
I'm writing this short biography of Eddie as I sit on the beach watching him frolic and play ball with his new cousin,
Dexter, another rescue from Poodle Rescue of New England. Eddie came to PRNE about a month ago in terrible
shape. As he hadn't been groomed in
over a year, his hair was severely tangled
and matted, limiting his movements and
resulting in painful skin infections.
But from day one, I could see the glint in
still had in humankind. While in foster
and treated with antibiotics for his skin
he was neutered. Through it all, he never
knew he was being cared for and loved.
with my best friend's new foster dog.

his eyes and feel the love and trust that he
care, Eddie was shaved down in stages,
infections. Once he was strong enough,
seemed to complain because somehow he
During that time I fell head over heels

After having two poodles, Scrap and
Louie, both of whom passed away in the
last few years, I just didn't know if I had
the capacity to love another little soul as
Eddie
much as I had loved them. Well, Eddie
has proven me wrong. He is an amazing
little boy, full of love and life. I am so
grateful to Poodle Rescue of New
England and to Kim, his foster mother, for bringing this animated two and one half year old into my life. This little
seventeen pound pup, fierce underbite and all, has irrevocably changed my life for the better.
.........

Update on Sable... by Marcella Stasa
Sable is a beautiful seven year old toy poodle who has spent
most of her life with a breeder, but is now retired after giving
birth to many litters of pups. She is extremely shy and needs
time to feel comfortable, but once she gets on a lap, she is
such a love bug!
Sable’s PRNE foster mother entered her into a grooming
competition. Sable started out in first, held at second place for
a time, then came in at a respectable third in the grooming
contest (even if she was still the cutest!). Special thanks go to
Casey at Durty Harry’s in Brookline for helping Sable get
ready for a new life with a charming new look.
Late in August, after she has received dental work and has
been spayed, Sable should be ready for adoption. She is less
shy with us now but it has taken a while for trust to
build. Once she's in your lap though, she is in heaven and
relishes the attention. This is a sweetheart of a dog who will
make some lucky person or family a wonderful companion.
Watch for more news about Sable or download an adoption
application at: Poodle Rescue of New England.

.........

Sable: before and after grooming
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Hot Spots
by Nancy Kay, DVM © (June 10, 2013)
Dr. Kay, author of Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, Longer
Life and of Your Dog’s Best Health: A Dozen Reasonable Things to Expect of Your Vet has graciously
granted permission for PRNE to reprint one of her informative articles in each issue of Renaissance
Poodles. Dr. Kay’s extensive credentials follow:

Dr. Kay and Lexie

Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine; Recipient, Leo K. Bustad Companion
Animal Veterinarian of the Year Award; Recipient, American Animal Hospital Association Animal Welfare
and Humane Ethics Award; Recipient, Dog Writers Association of America Award for Best Blog;
Recipient, Eukanuba Canine Health Award;
Recipient, AKC Club Publication Excellence Award. For
more information, visit her website: http://www.speakingforspot.com.

Reference the term “hot spot” these days and one thinks
about a point of Internet access. Not so for veterinarians
who reserve the term “hot spot” for a common skin
problem capable of causing canine misery, particularly in
the spring and summer when allergies and fleas make a
comeback from their winter dormancy.
Acute Moist Dermatitis
The more technical name for a hot spot is “acute moist
dermatitis”, a localized skin eruption that appears very
quickly (sometimes in a matter of hours), hence the term
“acute”. “Moist” is included in the description because,
invariably the sores are wet and messy. Lastly
“dermatitis” refers to inflammation of the skin.
What causes them?
Technically speaking, the cause of a hot spot is whatever
incites the initial skin irritation, such as a fleabite, trauma
to the skin, or allergies. Truth be told, it is the dog’s
incessant licking, biting and scratching in response to the
irritation that actually creates the hot spot. This selftrauma begets more inflammation which begets more selftrauma- a classic vicious cycle.
For the dog, the end result of all that scratching, licking,
and chewing is a cesspool of bacteria, damaged skin and
pus hidden beneath a wet covering of densely matted fur.
The person discovering the hot spot is invariably
surprised because of the seemingly sudden onset and
camouflage beneath the hair coat.

For unknown reason, Golden Retrievers and Saint Bernards
are particularly predisposed to developing hot spots.
Treatment
While successful treatment of most hot spots requires help
from a veterinarian, milder cases can be successfully
managed at home. The key is to clip the hair away from
the site of inflammation. Bacteria thrive in a moist
environment and, until the hair is removed, the hot spot
will remain wet and actively inflamed. For some dogs, the
hot spot is so painful that sedation is required for the
clipping process (always surprising given that, left to his
or her own devices, the dog will aggressively scratch, lick
and chew at the site). Invariably, the clipping reveals a
skin sore far larger and uglier than what was imagined
when the site was covered by hair. If you are performing
this step at home, please stick with clippers only.
Attempting to get the job done with scissors on a wiggly,
painful dog is an accident waiting to happen (now the vet
must treat a laceration in addition to a hot spot).
Once the site is clipped it should be gently cleansed with
an antibacterial product. It’s often not possible to remove
all of the crusting and debris during the first go round and
the cleansing must be repeated a couple of times daily.
Following cleansing, the area should be gently dried with
a towel or hair dryer set at a medium or cool temperature.
Continued on page 9
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Hot Spots... continued from page 8
Clipping and cleaning are all that is necessary for very
mild hot spots. More severely affected dogs should
receive oral or injectable antibiotics to eliminate the
bacterial infection. Antibiotic ointments applied directly to
the site are usually avoided, as they tend to keep the
healing site too moist.

Lastly, it is super-important to put an
end to the self-trauma. This usually
involves use of an Elizabethan collar
(the “cone of shame”) and careful
supervision for the first several days.
.........

Antihistamines and/or cortisone may be prescribed in
order to “cool off” the inflammatory process and/or treat
any underlying allergy.
If fleas are a factor flea control products are recommended
for use on the individual with the hot spot as well as all of
the other dogs and cats in the household.

Has your dog ever had a hot spot? Were you able to
treat this at home or was a veterinary visit necessary?
If you would like to respond publicly, please visit:
http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=4030.

Update on Puppy Mills!
Tracking Breeders of Pet Store Puppies by Nancy Kay, DVM © (July 8, 2013)
The ASPCA recently launched a new consumer tool as
part of their No Pet Store Puppies Campaign, and I
encourage you to check it out. This tool contains a
searchable database linking pet stores that sell puppies to
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)-licensed
commercial breeding facilities (puppy mills). By entering
a pet store name and zip code you can learn which puppy
mills produce their “merchandise.” Plug in the breeder
name and/or USDA license number and learn which pet
stores they do business with. Lastly, enter a particular
breed and learn which licensed facilities are producing them.
This new database contains more than ten thousand photos
of commercial breeding facilities collected during the
course of USDA inspections. These photos are not for the
faint of heart. I suspect they will tug at your heart as they
did mine. The purpose of these photos is to provide a
reality check for those consumers who intrinsically
believe that any commercial dog breeder licensed by the
USDA must be providing humane treatment for their dogs.

Please share this new tool with anyone you know who is
contemplating a puppy purchase from a pet store. I hope
you will also share it with friends and family members
who buy their pet supplies from stores that sell puppies.
While you’re at it, please take the official ASPCA puppy
mill pledge to stop buying anything from stores that sell
puppies. Together we can make a difference.
.........
9

The Newsletter of PRNE

August 2013

GALLERY

Dexter ready for a romp
Melodee napping
Lil Bits and Bella shopping

Sleepy Amelia after the Whisker Walk

Ace, Charlee and Dallas basking on the deck

Dallas and Ace chilling out
Dallas, Benji and Lil Bits on Bring-Your-Pet-to-Work Day
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Dexter’s Big News
Dexter, a former PRNE rescue, was
chosen to be in a photo shoot for Polka
Dog Bakery, a treat boutique for dogs
in Boston: www.polkadog.com/

Congratulations, Dexter!

Upcoming Events

15th Annual Pet Rock Festival

Poodle Rescue Picnic 2013

Sunday, September 8, 2013, 12:00 - 5:00 pm

Sunday, September 29
11:00 - 3:00pm
Borderland State Park

Quinsigamond Community College
Worcester, MA
www.petrockfest.org/the-festival/

www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/borderland/direction.htm

WHO WE ARE
Newsletter Committee: Mahala Beams, editing and layout; Amanda Lion; and Kim Rosen
Board of Directors: Merrilea Agostino, Anne Aronson, Amanda Lion, Amy Moore, and Gayle Morelli
For more information on Poodle Rescue of New England, please visit our website: www.poodlerescuenewengland.org
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