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Welcome Note... by Mahala Beams
This month our sweet standard poodle, Triton, turns
thirteen. For such an old man, he is doing very well. He
still frisks on occasion with my poodle mix, Avril, and can
be persuaded to take walks in the neighborhood and at
local parks. However, I see that he is not handling our
stairs as well as he used to, and our vet tells me that he is
showing the early signs of kidney failure. So I fear some
harder times may be ahead. Nonetheless, I hope we can
make his last years as comfortable and happy as possible.
How sad it is that a number of the dogs who come into
PRNE do so in their later years, given up to a shelter to
be euthanized because they are no longer the cute little
puppies they once were, or they have age-related
problems that their people can't deal with. Hats off to the
PRNE volunteers that take these older dogs in, deal with
their issues and/or medical problems, and ready them for
adoption. And hats off especially to those kind and
generous people who adopt or permanently foster older
dogs, give them loving homes and make them comfortable
in their last years. They are truly a special group.
........

Triton

A friend asked me why I would adopt a fifteen-year-old
dog, knowing my time with him would be limited.
That’s a valid question given how hard it is to say
goodbye. The answer is this: it’s an amazing blessing
to provide a fellow creature with care and comfort,
whether that’s for one day or one hundred years. My
favorite quote is “We’re all just walking each other
home.” If I can help one dog’s walk home be happier,
then I am blessed.
~ a PRNE Volunteer

Polly... by Marcella Stasa
She was the best of dogs; she
was the worst of dogs. That
was Polly.
Polly and her brother
Malcolm came to me for
fostering about three years
ago. They were a gorgeous
Polly
pair of black minis who had
been together since birth. When they came into our
household it soon became clear to me why litter mates
are not always good together. I had been told that they
can play off of and encourage negative behaviors in one
another and here were the poster dogs to prove it. These
Continued on page 2
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Polly... continued from page 1
two were well acclimated to each other, but when it came
to other dogs it just was not going to work. This led to
the “worst of times.” While Polly’s brother was okay
with other dogs without Polly, when they were together
and Polly got it into her head that someone was
challenging her alpha status, she would pick on the other
dogs and Malcolm just couldn’t resist going along. Oneon-one challenges are one thing, but two against one was
not an option.
As foster homes with no other dogs are rare, there was
never an opportunity to re-foster her in a home where she
could be the “one and only.” In the “best of times” being
with Polly one-on-one was pure joy. She snuggled, slept
by me and even gave hugs if I crouched down to her
level.
With her coat full and brushed, she was
delightfully plush and cuddly and there was nothing as
wonderful as hugging her back. But enter another dog
and she’d get protective in a heartbeat.
Applications came in for her but none was the right
match. An urban household with lots of other
neighborhood dogs - nope. A home without adequate
fencing - not for Polly. To add to the complications,

Pretty Polly

Polly had Cushing’s disease, but that was understandably
tough for many applicants. The fact of her having
Cushing’s at all was a challenge to her adoption despite it
being a perfectly manageable condition and her health
was good.
At last, one month short of three years in foster care, her
forever home materialized! The day she went to her new
home was uncharacteristically quiet in ours. The other
dogs were more relaxed, and as the days went on without
her, and no fights broke out, I realized that, as much as I
missed her, the other dogs in the household were happier
and Polly was now living the life of an only dog probably just what she wanted all along!

.........

Don’t forget to sign up for Amazon Smile!
PRNE has partnered with Amazon Smile, a program you can sign up for
on Amazon.com to donate a small percentage of your purchases to licensed, nonprofit organizations like PRNE. Amazon donates all of the money, on a quarterly
basis, to the organizations. This link (http://smile.amazon.com/ch/04-3477906) will
take you to the quick and easy sign-up. You may already use Amazon to save some
money. Now you can use Amazon Smile to help save some poodles.
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Cricket’s Story: In Loving Memory... by Amanda Lion

Cricket was a huge part of my family, coming
two months after I lost my first poodle,
Higgins. He was about the same size as
Cricket and so often I’d catch a glimpse of
her out of the corner of my eye and think it
was Higgins.

Cricket

For a dog that came into PRNE, Cricket’s story is unique
in some ways in that she was very loved by her family.
So much so, that it caused her health issues because they
overfed her, not wanting to deny her anything. As a result,
Cricket became a diabetic. We’re not sure how long she’d
been a diabetic, but it was for a while. She was only eight
years old when she came into rescue. Severely overweight
at thirty pounds, she suffered from frequent
UTI’s which resulted in monthly trips to the
vet. However, within a few days after she came
to us, her insulin levels stabilized, and over the
next several months, we got her down to a
healthy weight.
Diabetics are tough dogs to take into rescue.
Many foster providers don’t do well with
needles, and others find it hard to keep to the
schedule that’s necessary for twice-daily insulin
shots. Thus, diabetic dogs are also difficult to
place. We took Cricket on several home visits,
but they ended up with families not willing to
commit to the care necessary, and so after some
time, we felt it was in Cricket’s best interest to
remain with us.

She was very special in many ways, the first
foster I had who didn’t mark. Perfectly house
trained, she loved to go for walks. She had the
most beautiful eyes - I called them Bette
Davis eyes… they were soulful and engaging
and all-knowing. Cricket would follow me
from room to room and was always by my
side unless she was under the ottoman where
she went when she wanted to stretch out and
not be disturbed. At meal time, she stood
hopefully between me and the kitchen counter waiting for
something to drop. She loved to lick the spoon after the
wet food went into the bowls and her absolute favorite
event was when I’d fill the kibble container and it would
overflow! It was a race to the feast on the floor and she
always won!
Continued on page

Ave and Amanda with their poodles. Cricket is the fifth from the left.
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Cricket... continued from page 3
Last week while I was away and Cricket was home with
my partner, she collapsed in the back yard and went into
cardiac arrest. It was sudden and unexpected and there
was nothing the vets could do to save her. Cricket went
way too soon and has left a huge hole in my heart.

What though the radiance
which was once so bright
Be now for ever taken from my sight,
Though nothing can bring back the hour
Of splendour in the grass,
of glory in the flower,
We will grieve not, rather find
Strength in what remains behind;
In the primal sympathy
Which having been must ever be;
In the soothing thoughts that spring
Out of human suffering;
In the faith that looks through death,
In years that bring the philosophic mind.

Cricket with her soulful eyes

-William Wordsworth-

Cricket and Fifi, together again

Cricket at play
Cricket at the summit
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PRNE’s 1st Annual Chicken BBQ
PRNE held its 1st Annual Chicken BBQ on Sunday 8/2 at the Maspenock Rod & Gun Club in Milford, MA. It
was a day filled with fun, food, music and four legged friends! There were seventy people in attendance with
approximately forty four legged companions. Volunteers from the Maspenock Club prepared a fabulous feast.
Humans dined on BBQ chicken, veggie burgers, corn on the cob, corn bread, potato salad, baked beans, macaroni
salad and trifle for dessert.
Lots of activities took place during the day - the main event being the silent auction to raise funds for PRNE.
PRNE supporters donated many wonderful gift baskets, as well as a beautiful hand crafted dog bed, a hand made
dog coat with antique buttons and matching blanket, a poodle purse with doggie goodies, a handcrafted poodle
wall hanging, a scratch ticket board, an autographed photo of Rob Gronkowski and a baseball signed by Jackie
Bradley Jr. Many thanks to all who donated items and to all of the very generous bidders. As well, lots of folks
enjoyed playing horseshoes and bocce while some enjoyed dog-walking around the grounds.
The Poodle Rescue of New England 1st Annual Chicken BBQ was a great success! Thank you all for supporting
Poodle Rescue of New England! All in all it was a great day. We look forward to hosting the Poodle Rescue of

Silent Auction Items
Scenes from the “Grill and Chill” BBQ
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More BBQ Scenes
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Roxanne: In Loving Memory... by Susan McDonald
Roxanne was full of the joy of life. She loved to search
the yard, sniffing and exploring. She always greeted a
new dog, wagging her tail and gently sniffing. While
Michael barked at other
dogs, Roxanne walked up to
dogs and people ready to
make friends. She never,
ever growled. She would sit
up on her haunches and
wave her paws to new
people she met. She loved
volunteering at the PRNE
table at PETCO. She liked to
“walk the line” of customers
at the checkout. If people
didn’t greet her, she would
bark
at them so they would
Nine years ago, I was looking
Roxanne
for two small poodles.
reach down and pet her.
Although I was used to big dogs, I wanted smaller dogs Sometimes she would even bark at me in the morning if I
that I could carry. First a PRNE volunteer introduced me didn’t make her breakfast fast enough!
to Michael, a 1 1/2-year-old male, as sweet as he could
be. After I adopted Michael, I met Roxanne, a 7 1/2-year
old Bichon and decided to adopt her also. Michael was
not happy, at first, but Roxanne won him over. Soon they
were a happy couple. Their loving natures inspired me to
foster other dogs for PRNE.
Roxanne was discovered at a roadside yard sale near
Fitchburg, MA, ten years ago. A friend of someone in
PRNE saw a dirty, matted, flea-ridden, but cheerful dog
running around near a sign
which said “Free Pets,” so she
took Roxanne home. When
her PRNE foster mother
bathed Roxanne, she found her
belly severely wounded with
flea bites and old scars. Then
when Roxanne was being
spayed, the vet discovered her
abdomen was full of infection.
Surely, she would have died
without treatment.

Michael and Roxanne
Michael, Buddy (a foster), Monet and Roxanne
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Roxanne... continued from page 7
Roxanne was a beautiful creature. Her family didn’t want
her and neglected her, but she was rescued just in time,
and I was the lucky one. I remember thinking the day I
met her, when the PRNE volunteer told me she was 7 1/2,
“wow, she’s kind of old,” but she never slowed down. We
had nine wonderful years together. She was never sick,
except the last few months, when her kidney failure
progressed rapidly. The lab tests were dreadful, but
thankfully she acted just fine until almost the end.

I could not believe my fantastic good luck, adopting her
along with Michael and later on a third rescue, Monet,
one of my foster dogs. I thank God every day for putting
her, Michael and Monet in my life. She filled this house
with love and energy and enthusiasm. It’s very quiet
without her. She was a star, a stand-out, something
special. I thank PRNE for all those precious years we had
with Roxanne.
.........

Susan and Roxanne
Roxanne and her foster Mom

Roxanne and Monet

The PRNE/PETCO Connection Continues
Buddy helps out representing PRNE at PETCO with Susan
McDonald, a dedicated PRNE volunteer. Buddy is now happily at
home with his new family after having been fostered by Susan. At
the time of the photo, Susan was dog-sitting for her former foster dog
while his new family was away on vacation.

Buddy and Susan
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Canine Bladder Infections Part I by Nancy Kay, DVM © (July 28, 2014)
Dr. Kay, author of Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, Longer Life
and of Your Dog’s Best Health: A Dozen Reasonable Things to Expect of Your Vet has graciously granted
permission for PRNE to reprint one of her informative articles in each issue of Renaissance Poodles. Dr. Kay’s
extensive credentials follow:

Dr. Kay and Lexie

Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine; Recipient, Leo K. Bustad Companion Animal
Veterinarian of the Year Award; Recipient, American Animal Hospital Association Animal Welfare and Humane
Ethics Award; Recipient, Dog Writers Association of America Award for Best Blog; Recipient, Eukanuba
Canine Health Award; Recipient, AKC Club Publication Excellence Award. For more information, visit her
website: http://www.speakingforspot.com.

If you’ve lived your life with dogs, chances are you’ve cared for one with a bladder infection. The normal urinary
bladder is sterile, meaning devoid of bacteria. Infection occurs when bacteria find their way into the bladder and set
up housekeeping. Bacterial cystitis (medical-speak for a bladder infection) is a super common diagnosis in the
canine world. The term urinary tract infection (UTI) is often used synonymously with bacterial cystitis. Technically
speaking, a UTI can mean infection anywhere within the urinary tract, and is not specific to the bladder.
Bacterial cystitis occurs most commonly in female dogs. This is attributed to the fact that compared to males,
female dogs have a shorter urethra, the conduit through which urine flows from the bladder to the outside world.
With only a short distance to travel in female dogs, bacteria have an easier time migrating from the skin surface up
into the urinary bladder. There is no breed predisposition for bladder infections. However, small breed dogs are
more susceptible to some of the underlying causes of infection described below.
Causes of infection
While not always easy or even possible to diagnose the cause of infection, there are several underlying issues that
make it easier for bacteria to colonize and thrive within the urinary bladder. Anything that disrupts the normal
architecture of the urinary tract or reproductive tract (the two are anatomically connected) predisposes to infection.
Examples include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stones within the urinary tract
Tumors or polyps within the urinary or reproductive tracts
Foreign body within the urinary or reproductive tracts
Anatomical birth defects within the urinary or reproductive tracts
Prostate gland or testicular disease
Vaginal, vulvar, or uterine disease

Urine that is less concentrated (more dilute) than normal creates an environment that is bacteria-friendly. So, it‘s not
unusual for bacterial cystitis to accompany diseases associated with increased thirst and increased urine volume,
such as kidney failure, liver disease, some hormonal imbalances. Bladder infections occur commonly in dogs with
diabetes mellitus, a hormonal imbalance that creates dilute urine. The sugar in the urine of diabetic dogs creates an
ideal growth media in which bacterial organisms thrive.
Continued
on page 11a
Suppression of the immune system caused by disease or medication promotes bladder infections.
Prednisone,
10
commonly prescribed anti-inflammatory medication, causes urine dilution along with immunosuppression. Not
surprisingly, approximately one third of female dogs receiving prednisone develop spontaneous bladder infections
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Canine Bladder Infections Part I... continued from page ?
Symptoms of infection
If ever you’ve experienced a bladder infection you know just how
miserable the symptoms can be. Dogs vary a great deal in terms of how
dramatically they show evidence of a bladder infection. Some exhibit
every symptom in the book while others demonstrate none whatsoever.
Additionally, symptoms can arise abruptly or gradually. Every dog reads
the textbook a little bit differently!
Symptoms most commonly observed in association with canine bladder
infections include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Straining to urinate
Urination in inappropriate places
Increased frequency of urination
Blood within the urine
An unusual odor to the urine
Urine leakage
Increased thirst
Excessive licking at the penis or vulva

It is unusual for plain and simple bladder infections to cause lethargy, loss of appetite, or fever. Such “systemic”
symptoms, in conjunction with documentation of bacteria within the urinary bladder, create suspicion for infection
elsewhere within the urinary or reproductive tracts (kidneys, prostate gland, uterus).
It’s important to remember that dogs are creatures of habit, and any change in habit is a big red flag beckoning you to
take notice. Filling the water bowl more than usual? Is your girl squatting more frequently than normal on her morning
walks? Is she waking you up in the middle of the night to go outside to urinate? Has your well house-trained dog begun
urinating in the house? All such symptoms are worthy of medical attention. For your dog’s sake, please don’t blame
urinary issues on negative behavior before first ruling out an underlying medical issue.
Stay tuned for Canine Bladder Infections: Parts II and III. These articles will discuss diagnostic testing and treatment.
Sending best wishes to you and your four-legged family members.

Has your dog ever had a bladder infection? If so,
what symptoms did you observe? If you would like
to respond publicly, please visit http://
www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=4472.
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Petunia
Lulu, Dallas and Ace

Nina and Trevor

Trinket
Lulu

Charlee

Tucker

Trinket and Lulu...fast friends
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Letʼs go for a Ride!

Cubby
Benji
Milton

Uh-Oh... Feeling a little sleepy...

Milton
Trinket
Milton

WHO WE ARE
Newsletter: Mahala Beams, editing and layout; and
Amanda Lion
Board of Directors: Merrilea Agostino, Anne Aronson,
Amanda Lion, Amy Moore, and Gayle Morelli
For more information on Poodle Rescue of New
England, please visit our website:
www.poodlerescuenewengland.org

Trevor
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