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Renaissance Poodles
The Newsletter of Poodle Rescue of New England
Welcome Note…by Mahala Beams
The holiday season and New Year has come and gone with a rush of gatherings,
celebrations and fireworks. As a peek at the Holiday Gallery in this issue shows,
poodles and their people thoroughly enjoyed the many activities and festivities of the
past holiday season.
Not to be left behind in ushering in the new, Poodle Rescue of New England rang in
the New Year with exciting innovations including new fundraisers and new ways of
reaching supporters (see pages 3 and 12).
Foremost among these innovations was the introduction of a new and expanded
website designed to serve the growing needs and activities of PRNE. Taking
advantage of new techniques for offering information efficiently and attractively, the
new website will aid PRNE in its mission to rescue, rehabilitate and find homes for
poodles in need. If you haven’t yet checked out the website, please visit
www.poodlerescuene.org and explore its many exciting features.
Three exceptional people deserve special mention in the move from the old website to
the new. First PRNE wishes to express its profound gratitude to Linda Allison for her
many years of work maintaining, tweaking and posting material to the previous
website. Her expertise and her willingness to donate countless hours over the years
have been invaluable to PRNE. Thank you, Linda, on behalf of the many dogs who
have found better lives because of your contributions!

Linda Allison with Mysti and Bo

Second, many thanks go to Tony Richard, for designing PRNE’s new website – gratis!
A professional web designer, Tony is also a dog lover who has adopted poodles from
PRNE and who has fostered for PRNE. Not only did Tony design the new site
Continued on page 2

Update on Annie… by Alice O’Connor
Annie has come a long way from living on the streets. Not only has she been adopted
into the loving home of Pam and Ron Messier, but also she has recently been asked to
become the "face" of Dog Collars Boutique, an online shop
featuring the latest in pet paraphernalia.
Continued on page 2

Annie in a recent photo
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Welcome note… continued from page 1

Update on Annie… continued from page 1

wonderfully, but also he produced a training manual and offered
training sessions to PRNE members so that several individuals
could help in the process of posting new information to the website.
Check out Tony’s website: www.arfdogs.org.

Look for her advertisement to appear on our website in the near
future. Dog Collars Boutique will give supporters of PRNE a
10% discount for all orders coming through our website and will
also donate 10% of these sales to PRNE to help our foster dogs.
Thank you Dog Collars Boutique!

………
As explained on the site:
ARF is a small group of dog lovers that speak dog. Our
mission is to educate people about dog adoption, rescues and
fostering. It is our goal to provide you with enough
information so you can make an informed decision the next
time you are looking for a new furry friend. In addition to
educating people, we also raise money to help feed homeless
dogs in shelters while they wait for a forever home.
Thank you, Tony, for all you do on behalf of dogs!
Third, PRNE is very grateful to Holly De Nike who has
volunteered to assume responsibility for the overall maintenance
of the new website along with what she already does handling
PRNE’s Facebook page, Blog and Twitter account.

Annie when found

Thank you, Holly, for your many efforts helping PRNE reach as
large an audience as possible and for all the other ways in which
you help rescued dogs to find loving permanent homes.

Annie now

Holly with her pack of poodles
Poodles in need are indeed fortunate that volunteers such as
Linda, Tony and Holly use their special talents so generously on
behalf of PRNE’s mission.
Finally, with the New Year come many new tasks and financial
obligations for Poodle Rescue of New England. As stories on
such dogs as Toby, Annie and Cricket, our Valentine of the year,
show, the work of PRNE is crucial, ongoing and often expensive.
We hope that you will celebrate the New Year and Valentine’s
Day with a special gift in support of poodles moving on to new
and better lives in loving homes. Your contributions of money
and of volunteer work are key in transforming the lives of these
deserving dogs, and we thank you for all you do.

………
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Sammy’s New Home…
A short story by Brianna Smith
I sat in the backseat of a strange car, shaking with fear of the
unknown. Where was this place that I was going? Who were
these people?
All of these questions swam around in my head as I lay down on
a soft fluffy blanket to get some puppy rest. Then I awoke with a
jump. We had just hit a big bump. After that I went back to sleep
for hours.
Later I heard a soft, fragile voice talking. I could only make out
a few mysterious words: “Frightened… Hungry… Tired…
Sammy.” My ears pricked as I heard my name. I started to wag
my tail and I stuck my head in the front seat. Someone stroked
my head gently and slowly. A squeaky toy was passed my way.
“Squeak! Squeakkk! Squeakkkkk!, went the loud and fun toy
shaped like a bone. I was beginning to feel more relaxed, but
still a bit nervous.
Finally, we pulled into a driveway. I was let inside the house
first. I looked around a bit. I was so scared. I did not know what
to make of this new place. A gentle hand petted me, which
made me jump. I was offered a bowl of brown kibble, but I
could only eat a few bites.
Next I went over to a bed that looked just the right size, walked
around in a small circle a few times and lay down comfortably.
Before I closed my droopy eyes, I looked around my new home
and thought to myself, “Maybe this won’t be so bad after all.”
Then I gently drifted to sleep. This was just the beginning of my
wonderful new life.

………

Aiden and Brianna Smith

A Happy Tale… by Jessica Smith
Shown above is my sweet daughter, Brianna (age 11) with our
Standard Poodle, Aidan. We rescued Aidan when he was 6
months old. His original owners gave him up after they found
out that Aidan had parvovirus at two months old, and treatment
would be costly. The owners told the vet to "put him down."
Fortunately, the vet asked the owner to sign Aidan over to their
group. They treated him at their own cost and worked with a
rescue group to get him adopted. We were the lucky family
chosen to adopt him! He's been an absolute blessing to our
family ever since. He'll be four years old on February 3rd.
Much gratitude to Poodle Rescue of New England for working
tirelessly to find homes for homeless poodles!

………

Pizza for Poodles!
Pizza lovers helped raise $602 for our needy poodles to receive
the medical and rehabilitative care necessary to ready the dogs
for their forever homes. On December 21, 2010, PRNE
participated in a Benefit Night at Flatbread Company located at

Sacco’s Bowl Haven in
Somerville. The night was a
big success thanks to our
volunteers who staffed our
Information
table,
our
supporters and friends who
attended the Event, and the
public who purchased pizza
and got acquainted with
PRNE’s mission.
Special thanks go to Diane
Lonardo and to Kim Rosen
who staffed our table, to
Ave Siecinsk who created
the banner for the Event and
to The Flatbread Company
for giving us the opportunity
to raise much needed funds.

Fundraiser at Flatbread Pizza
in Sacco’s Bowl Haven

………
Banner created by Ave Siecinski for the Fundraiser
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Toby, a Foster Dog Who Deserves a Home… by Marcella Stasa
Toby is a darling Yorkie-Poodle mix.
He’s affectionate, spunky, loves his
walks and he’s a terrific animal
ambassador who joins me whenever
there’s an opportunity to meet and
greet; he represents PRNE well and
has never met a person he hasn’t
warmed to. He’s been with us a year
and a half and has been a pleasure to
foster, so why hasn’t he been adopted yet? For one, he’s
somewhere between 7 and 10 years old. Senior dogs are
generally harder to adopt out, though my experience is that they
are often mellower, more in tune with their surroundings and
easier to work with. This is very much true for Toby.

diabetes. Toby takes the shot without a problem; he doesn’t even
seem to feel it. He eats, gets an injection and is on with his day.

The real issue, however, is that Toby is diabetic. He was given
up for adoption because the testing and treatment was, sadly,
beyond the means of his family. PRNE has given him a new
start by covering the cost of the appropriate testing, bringing his
weight down from an excessive 19 pounds to his current
balanced weight of 12 pounds (imagine losing 1/3 of your body
weight-that’s a heck of a diet!). He is on a strict eating plan and
gets a very small dose of insulin twice a day. The extra cost for
Toby is just a dollar a day - a bargain when you consider that he
is now a happy, healthy and energized dog.

Thank You Laura!

I’ve written before about how I fall for all the foster dogs that
come through my door, and Toby is no exception. He has a huge
place in my heart and if I hadn’t fallen for Tasha, Simon, Paco
and a few others who have become permanent members of the
household, there might be room for Toby to stay with us too, but
he deserves a home without the competition for love. And, oh my husband would like his favorite chair back.

Many people tell me that they couldn’t deal with the needles. I
reply that giving him his daily doses of insulin takes all of one
minute out of my day, and it is so easy a child could do it. In
fact, many do; think of how many kids and adults manage

………

As of January 24, 2011, Laura Klein-Plunkett has resigned
as Clerk on the Board of PRNE. However, happily, she
will continue to be involved in other volunteer projects with
PRNE. The Board would like to thank Laura for all that she
has done to help PRNE as a member of the Board. We
really appreciate her time and efforts, her organizational
expertise and her ongoing dedication to PRNE.
As of January 24th, Gayle Morelli has assumed the position
of Clerk on the Board of PRNE. Please join us in
welcoming Gayle to the PRNE Board of Directors.

Thank You, Christine DeFilippo
and Twickenton!
PRNE is deeply grateful to Christine DeFilippo, owner of
Twickenton Dog and Cat Grooming of Dedham, MA, for her
continued support of the poodles who come into Poodle
Rescue of New England. Often these dogs are in terrible
shape, sometimes requiring complete stripping of their hair at
first. For years, Christine and her talented staff have groomed
PRNE’s foster dogs at no cost. Her generosity has enabled
PRNE to channel precious funds into necessary medical and
rehabilitative care to ready rescued poodles for adoption.
Christine is the proud owner of Carter Maldavale State Side,
a handsome and talented show dog seen with his handler in
the photo to the right.
For more information on Christine and Twickenton visit:
http://www.cardinalcrystalawards.com/christinedefilippo.htm
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Spotlight on a Volunteer: Diane Lonardo… by Kim Rosen
We are pleased to put the spotlight on Diane Lonardo, a Poodle
Rescue volunteer for five years! Diane is the proud and loving
“mother” of Arthur, a 14 year-old miniature poodle currently
being featured as one of our Silver Bean Coffee poodles!
“Arthur’s Blend” is available through our website at a cost of
$12 for a 1 pound bag.
When asked what made her initially decide to volunteer, Diane
immediately started talking about her love for poodles. Several
years ago her mother was working at a hotel where some hotel
guests had left a dog behind. Her mother saw the terrible
condition the dog was in and couldn’t leave her. Bambi was in
such poor condition, they couldn’t even tell what breed of dog she was.
Once the dog was cleaned up, they saw that she was a beautiful
white toy poodle. Diane, her parents and her daughter, Jen, fell
instantly in love! But poor Bambi was also very sick. They spent
the next four years working hard to help, but Bambi
unfortunately didn't survive the last of five surgeries. At that
time she was about fourteen years old.
After that loss, Diane’s daughter, Jen, was so heartbroken that
she begged for another dog. That’s when they got Tia, a
beautiful silver/grey poodle. When she died in May 2001 after
fifteen years, the whole family was grief stricken. It took about
five years after Tia's death for Diane to open her heart to another
poodle. Tia had come to them via a pet store long before Diane
had learned that most dogs in pet stores come from puppy mills.
Not wanting to support puppy mills, Diane began researching
rescue groups on line. She discovered Poodle Rescue of New
England and decided to fill out the application to foster a poodle.
After a home visit that put her at ease about welcoming another
poodle into her home, Diane knew she was ready.
Soon after, she got a call from PRNE about Arthur. She reports:
At age nine, in poor health due to neglect, Arthur found
himself without a home. As my first foster dog, Arthur
and I began the long “rehabilitation road” together.
Throughout our journey, Arthur’s true spirit was always
apparent in his unwavering zest for life. Today, at age
fourteen, even with the loss of sight in one eye, Arthur has
not slowed down! He greets me at the door with a song,
loves to play ball, enjoys digging in the dirt, taking long
walks and riding in the car. Arthur has brought much joy,
happiness and love to his forever family!
Some of Diane’s volunteer responsibilities include answering the
PRNE hotline, representing PRNE at PETCO and helping out at
various fundraising events. When questioned further about her
experience volunteering, Diane says that her favorite aspect of
being a volunteer is reading or hearing the stories of dogs that
thrive in foster/forever homes after having been so neglected,
abused, and broken in their earlier situations. She also points out
that the most difficult part is seeing that same neglect and abuse
in some of the poodles PRNE takes in.

Arthur as a Silver
Bean Coffee Poodle

Diane representing PRNE at the
Flatbread Pizza Fundraiser

When asked if she has any advice for people interested in
volunteering, Diane says, “Just do it, think of helping the
poodles, even if it’s one hour or ten hours, it all helps and is
rewarding.” The time Diane spends volunteering truly varies.
When she’s on the hotline, it’s as little as one minute a day
checking the messages. If she’s at PETCO, it’s usually 2 to 3
hours on a Saturday morning.
Diane also mentioned her favorite volunteer experience: “I
enjoy the yearly Poodle Rescue Picnic, seeing all the wonderful
volunteers and friends of PRNE and all the poodles that are so
happy, playing and enjoying the day.” (Our next picnic is
scheduled for Oct.2, 2011 so make sure you save the date!)
As we concluded our interview, Diane’s final thoughts were,
“The volunteers with Poodle Rescue of New England are a
wonderful group of very devoted people always willing to lend a
hand or an ear, eager to help in any way possible.” Her greatest
wish is for Poodle Rescue to have enough funds to give the very
best care to these wonderful dogs. Diane finds it so rewarding to
know that “in some small way, I have helped a poodle.”
Thank you Diane!

………

GREAT NEWS!
PRNE has received a check for $1678.23 from
PETCO’s Breeds in Need Fundraiser. PETCO has
always been, and continues to be, very generous to us.

THANK YOU PETCO!
And THANK YOU to all the volunteers like Diane
Lonardo who staffed PRNE’s tables at PETCO!

5

The Newsletter of PRNE

February 2011

Hazards to Your Pets… by Jessica Janowski
Jessica Janowski is a Professional Trainer who acts as a Behavior Consultant and Training Clinician for Poodle Rescue
of New England. She generously donates her time and skills to our foster dogs. For more information, please visit
Jessica’s website: http://www.puppyplease.com/
There are many common things we
use day to day that we consider
essentially benign. However, many
people are unaware that these things
can quickly kill our pets. The lists
included here are not complete, but
they begin to give you an idea of
items and situations to look out for.
At any point if you feel your pet has
ingested a toxic substance or is in any
danger, call a veterinarian or Animal
Poison Control immediately! Do not

wait to see if your pet shows symptoms of illness because by
that time it is often too late to help!
There is a charge of around $55 to call Poison Control, no
matter who calls (even your vet!). It is money well spent in an
emergency. The following are some numbers to keep on hand in
case of an emergency (program them into your cell phone!):

• Your veterinarian
• Your local 24 hours emergency veterinary service (if your
veterinarian does not offer this coverage)

• Animal Poison Control Center - 1-888-426-4435 - $55 per
case

Jessica with Etta

Household Items

Dangerous Foods

• Human Medications (unless
prescribed by a
veterinarian) such as Advil and Tylenol are toxic even
in very small doses.
• Insect repellants, traps and pesticides
• Rat/mouse bait/poison
• Bleach, disinfectant, cleaning products,
detergent and fabric softeners
• Lighter fluid, solvents, paint thinners

laundry

• Avocados
• Chocolate (all forms contain Theobromine, but the
darker the chocolate the higher the concentration so
the higher the danger)
• Coffee (and all caffeinated products)
• Onions and Onion Powder
• Garlic and Garlic Powder

• Flea/Tick products (especially over the counter
products!) if used incorrectly or ingested in various
quantities
• Antifreeze, even in very small amounts!

• Grapes and Raisins

• De-icing salts

• Moldy/Spoiled Food

• Compost

• Salt

• Gasoline, oil and automotive supplies

• Fatty Foods

• Batteries

• Foods with Xylitol (this an artificial sweetener found
in many "sugar free" gums and candies)

• Cocoa mulch and fertilizer

• Macadamia Nuts
• Alcoholic Beverages

• Tea Leaves
• Raw and Rising Yeast Dough

Remember!
Restrain dogs riding in cars. Not only is riding
unrestrained in a car dangerous for the dog, but it is a
hazard for people too.

• Cooked Bones

Continued on page 7

For more information and statistics, visit:
http://www.barkbuckleup.com/WhyBuckle.asp
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Hazards to Your Pets… continued from page 6
More Objects With Potential for Harm
• Balls or toys that are small or have a smooth outer
coating
• Bread Twist Ties
• Buttons
• Coins
• Cotton Swabs
• Glass
• Hair Accessories
• Jewelry
• Nylons and Socks
• Underwear
• Rubber Bands
• Knives, razors, pins, needles, etc
• String and Yarn
• Dental Floss
• Towel and Blanket Shreds
• Wax and Candles

More Locations With Potential For Harm
• Balconies
• Tops
• Outdoor Upper Story Windows
• Bath Tubs
• Toilets
• Hot Tubs
• Pools
• Fireplaces (indoor and out)
• Washers and Dryers
• Electrical Cords
• Open Doors
• Open Gates
• Unsafe Fencing
• Deck Lattice
• Hot Stove Grills
• Items on Counter tops

Household Plants (There are a lot!)
Aloe, Amaryllis, Andromeda Japonica, Australian Nut, Autumn Crocus, Azalea, Belladonna, Bird of
Paradise, Bittersweet, Black Locust, Branching Ivy, Buckeye, Buddhist Pine, Caladium, Castor Bean,
Ceriman, Clematis, Cordatum, Corn Plant, Cycads, Cylamen, Daffodil, Dieffenbachia, Dumbcane, Easter
Lily, Elephant Ears, Eucalyptus, Ferns, Gold Dust Dracaena, Florida Beauty, Foxglove, Gladiolas, Golden
Pathos, Heavenly Bamboo, Honeysuckle, Hurricane Plant, Hyacinth, Hydrangea, Iris, Ivy, Jeruselem Cherry,
Jimson Weed, Kalanchoe, Lantana, Lilies, Marble Queen, Morning Glory, Mother-in-law, Mountain Laurel,
Narcissus, Nephthysis, Nightshade, Oleander, Panda, Philodendron, Poison Hemlock, Precatory Bean
(Rosemary Pea), Privet, Red Emerald, Rhododendron, Ribbon Plant, Sago Palm, Satin Pathos, Schefflera,
Striped Dracaena, Tulips, Water Hemlock, Wisteria, Yew, Yucca

Coming in the Next Issue:
Jessica Janowski on CPR and First Aid for Dogs
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February is our Valentine’s Issue!

Cricket
Valentine of the Year
Diabetic, ill and grossly overweight when she came into PRNE’s care, Cricket has undergone a
careful regime of diet and exercise in a loving foster home. Now with her diabetes under control
and her health restored, this sweet girl has a new lease on life!
Affectionate and well mannered, she is the apple of her foster parent’s eye. Ready to share her
loving nature in a permanent home, Cricket does need a caretaker willing to administer her
insulin shots twice a day and to monitor her diet carefully. However, thanks to the generosity of
many PRNE supporters, Cricket’s life has been transformed, and she is now ready for adoption.
Won’t you please consider making a donation so that we can continue to help all the poodles like
Cricket who need our help?
Please send donations to:

Poodle Rescue of New England
P.O. Box 441447
Somerville, MA 02144-0012

Please include your email address so that we can send our acknowledgement and thanks
electronically and thus save more money for the poodles in need.
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Update on Legislation … by Laura Klein Plunkett
The new legislative session has just begun. Below are a few of the bills that are up for consideration this year. The MSPCA
maintains a listing of current legislation on their website at:
http://www.mspca.org/programs/animal-protection-legislation/government-affairs/current-legislation/
Also you can check the MSPCA's Animal Action Team page on Facebook at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MSPCA-Animal-Action-Team/59147427117

Legislation Pending
Senate Docket 1729: An Act to Update the Municipal Animal Control Laws
This bill would strengthen the dangerous dog law, improve the spay/neuter law for shelters, ensure animal control officers to receive
training, update kennel definitions, prevent inhumane methods of euthanasia and save cities and towns money by reducing the
numbers of homeless animals cared for. These are just a few of the components of this bill that has been drafted by a coalition that
includes the MSPCA, the Animal Rescue League of Boston, the Animal Control Officers Association of Massachusetts (ACOAM),
the state’s Bureau of Animal Health, and the Massachusetts Veterinary Medical Association (MVMA). This bill is a refile; this bill
passed the Senate last year. Sponsor: Senator Jehlen.

An Act to Relating to Pets and Abuse Prevention
The research documenting the link between animal abuse and violence toward humans is increasing. Following similar laws in
Vermont, Maine, New York and other states, this bill would specifically permit the inclusion of pets in abuse prevention orders. By
ensuring that a pet is safe, this bill can help remove a barrier – concern for what will happen to a pet – that at times prevents victims
from leaving a violent situation. Sponsor: Senator Clark.

An Act Establishing a Massachusetts Cat and Dog Spay/Neuter Fund
This bill would create a voluntary tax check-off on state income tax forms, the funds from which would assist persons meeting
income limit standards with sterilizing and vaccinating dogs and cats and also would be used to educate the public about the benefits
of spaying and neutering. Reducing the number of homeless animals is good for everyone; it saves our municipalities costs
associated with housing and caring for these animals. Sponsor: Senator Montigny.

House Docket: 2908: An Act to Ensure Adequate Care of Animals In Cities and Towns
This bill would clarify the already existing parameters of the Massachusetts’ animal cruelty laws. It would explain, rather than
expand, the current law to distinguish the more egregious cases where it is objectively obvious that veterinary care is necessary to
relieve an animal’s unnecessary suffering. Sponsor: Representative Kafka.

Legislation Passed
On Friday, January 7th, Governor Patrick signed a bill allowing Massachusetts residents to create legally enforceable trusts to
provide for the care of one or more animals if the trust's creator becomes incapacitated or dies. Until now, residents of Massachusetts
had no legally enforceable way to provide for the care of their pets. Many beloved animal companions are dumped in shelters or
abandoned to fend for themselves by friends or family members to whom they were entrusted when their owners were unable to care
for them. The new law will take effect in 90 days, allowing pet owners to establish a trust fund with the pet as beneficiary and a
trustee for the trust and a caretaker for the pet. The trust will ensure that the owner's wishes and directions regarding their companion
animals will be carried out. Massachusetts joins 43 other states and the District of Columbia in adopting such legislation.
Our thanks to all of you who called, wrote, faxed or emailed your legislator or the governor in support of this bill. Special thanks go
to Senators Ross, Hedlund, Jehlen, Donnelly, Tarr, Timilty, DiDomenico and Montigny for their active support of this bill, and to
Governor Patrick for signing it into law.

………
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Ask Andrew… (with help from Laura Klein Plunkett)
Dear Andrew,
It seems as if more and more poodles are suffering from terrible
health issues like PRA, epilepsy, kidney disease and Cushing's
and Addison's diseases. What can we as poodle owners do to
help keep our own dogs healthy and help future generations of
poodles avoid having to suffer these diseases?
Annabelle
--------Dear Annabelle,

Your best defense against disease is a watchful eye and a good
vet. Even the effects of inherited diseases can be mitigated
through early diagnosis and proper veterinary care. Changes in
your dog's appearance and behavior, including activity level,
frequency of urination, coat condition, appetite, thirst, weight
gain or loss may all be symptoms of a more serious medical
issue requiring a vet visit.
You can help future generations of poodles by supporting
organizations that are working to track and research diseases.

There are a number of canine diseases that are genetically
transmitted from generation to generation, and poodles are
affected both as a breed and by variety. For example, toy and
miniature poodles have a higher incidence of Cushing's disease
and PRA, while dysplasia, Addison's and epilepsy are more
likely to affect standards. Some of the diseases that are known to
have a strong genetic component are PRA (progressive retinal
atrophy), sebaceous adenitis, vWd (von Willebrand's disease),
Legg-Calve-Perthes disease, neonatal encephalopathy, epilepsy,
atrial septal defects and distichia (ingrown eyelashes).

The Poodle Club of America has set up a foundation to advance
research and education for poodle health issues. You can
participate in their health survey here:

Other problems such as Cushing's disease, Addison's disease
and urinary incontinence haven't definitively been proven to be
genetically linked, but are more prevalent in some breeds than
others. This fact makes it likely that there is some inherited
predisposition to developing these diseases, but the exact mode
of inheritance is unclear. Some of these debilitating issues don't
show up until a dog reaches its middle or later years, making it
difficult to predict in advance whether a dog will be affected.

http://www.poodlehealthregistry.org/

While inheritance is a strong factor in a dog developing luxating
patellas and dysplasia, the onset and severity of symptoms can
be affected by environmental factors that can be controlled. Joint
trauma in young dogs can damage the tendons, increasing the
likelihood of future problems. Trauma in pups may be caused
by too much exercise, running on slippery floors and stairs, and
prolonged jumping.
Too many dogs are bred without appropriate screening for
inherited diseases. It's easy to blame puppy mills; everyone
knows that large scale breeders are motivated by profit and not
the health and temperament of the dogs. But so-called
"backyard breeders" and the family down the street that raises a
litter of pups every year or so also contribute to the problem.
The only way to reduce and eventually eradicate inherited
diseases is to develop a test to determine whether a particular
dog is a carrier and not breed dogs that could pass on the
disease. There are now tests and screening available for many
genetically-linked diseases and databases and health registries to
track the prevalence of poodle health issues by variety and
bloodline. Before you buy or breed a poodle, a few hours of
research into its lineage may help avoid years of heartache.

http://pcanews.wordpress.com/2010/08/29/take-the-poodlehealth-survey/
The Poodle Health Registry has a growing body of disease and
pedigree information provided by poodle owners and breeders
detailing specific bloodlines that are affected with dozens of
listed diseases. For more information visit:

The Orthopedic Foundation for Animals or OFA, maintains a
searchable database of dogs that have been tested for certain
genetic issues. Their website, which also has extensive
information about non-orthopedic problems, such as sebaceous
adenitis, cardiac disease, eye disease and congenital deafness, is:
http://www.offa.org/

………

If you need advice on training and behavioral issues,

Ask Andrew!
Andrew has over 16 years experience as a Ph.D.
(Phenomenal Dog)
In each issue of Renaissance Poodles he will share his
knowledge.
Send your questions to:
info@poodlerescuene.org.
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The 10 Commandments From a Pet's Point of View
© Stan Rawlinson 1993
•

My life is likely to last 10-15 years; any separation from you will be painful for me. Remember that before you buy me.

•

Give me time to understand what you want from me; don't be impatient, short-tempered, or irritable.

•

Place your trust in me and I will always trust you back. Respect is earned not given as an inalienable right.

•

Don't be angry with me for long and don't lock me up as punishment; I am not capable of understanding why. I only know I
have been rejected. You have your work, entertainment and friends, but I only have you.

•

Talk to me sometimes. Even if I don't understand your words, I understand your voice and your tone. You only have to look
at my tail.

•

Be aware that however you treat me, I'll never forget it, and if it's cruel, it may affect me forever.

•

Please don't hit me. I can't hit back, but I can bite and scratch, and I really don't ever want to do that.

•

Before you scold me for being uncooperative, obstinate, or lazy, ask yourself if something might be bothering me. Perhaps
I'm not getting the right foods or I've been out in the sun too long, or my heart is getting old and weak. I may be just dog-tired.

•

Take care of me when I get old. You too will grow old and may also need love, care, comfort, and attention.

•

Go with me on difficult journeys. Never say, "I can't bear to watch" or "Let it happen in my absence." Everything is easier
for me if you are there. Remember, regardless of what you do, I will always love you.

………

Winter Tip
Remember that salt and other chemicals on sidewalks and
streets can hurt dogs’ paws!
Thus, when walking your pooches in the winter on city
sidewalks and streets, protect their paws with balloon
booties. Just snip off the necks of helium balloons and slip
the resulting balloon booties over their feet.

Adoption Event!
February 12, 2011
3 pm - 7 pm

At Fenway Bark
A new dog "hotel" opening in January 2011
“Fenway Bark will be the first and only overnight pet
hotel in Boston. It will offer comprehensive, upscale
boarding for the discriminating dog. The parent will be
offered a one stop solution for grooming, supplies, quality
pet food, training, photography, and rehabilitation with
access hours and location that are convenient for the urban
professional."
You can check them out at:
http://www.fenwaybarkonline.com/

Triton, Avril and Figaro head out on a cold,
snowy day wearing their balloon booties.
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Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus
(John and Evelyn Berthrong)

Petunia, Lola and Santa
Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus with elves (Amy and Kim)

“Picture with a Pet” Fundraiser for PRNE
Thank you to Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus and to Santa’s helpers for participating in a new fundraiser for
Poodle Rescue of New England. Held at “The Switch,” an exciting new rent-a-space-for-a-specialoccasion storefront in Hyde Park, photos with Santa brought in funds for PRNE and dispensed a great
deal of Holiday cheer!

Santa with Roxanne, Monet and Michael

2011 PRNE Raffle Fundraiser!
ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT POODLE RESCUE OF NEW ENGLAND
Raffle Tickets $5 each or 5 for $20 - Drawing will be held on May 1, 2011
1ST Prize: 7 Nights at Summertime Cottages in Bar Harbor, Maine: www.summertimebarharbor.com
2nd Prize: 7 Nights in beautiful Barnstable, MA, on Cape Cod
3rd Prize: Poodle Pendant by Artist Laura Klein Plunkett
Contact us at poodlerescuene@rcn.com for details and tickets
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Holiday Gallery

Panda
Gretta and Santa
Avril, Figaro and Triton

Petunia

Annie

Bella and Frosty
Maddox and Slice

Abby and Greta

Sabrina and Allie with Santa
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Upcoming Events

Save This Date!
Poodle Rescue Picnic 2011

11th Annual Strut Your Mutt

Sunday, October 2

Sponsored by the North Attleboro Animal Shelter and the
Friends of the North Attleboro Animal Shelter

11 am – 3 pm

May 21, 2011

Borderland State Park

10 am - 3 pm

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/borderland/direction.htm

North Attleboro High School
Wilson Whitty Way, North Attleboro
Attendance is free and animals are welcome. There will
be a DJ, raffles, parade of adoptable animals, contests,
concessions, demonstrations and more…

Whisker Walk 2011

Join Us!

Sunday, June 5
318 Seven Bridge Road
Lancaster, MA 01523.
12:00pm – 3:00 pm
http://www.whiskerwalk.org

Paws in the Park
Molly

May 22, 2011

Santa was very good to Molly this year. She went to her new
home on Christmas Eve where she will be loved and cherished
by Fran, Gerry and Corky (a PRNE poodle).

For details:
http://www.saveadog.org/paws2011-sponsorsinfo.asp

We'll miss you, Molly!

WHO WE ARE
Newsletter Committee: Mahala Beams, editing and layout, Amanda Lion, Alice O’Connor, Laura Klein Plunkett and Kim Rosen
Board of Directors: Merrilea Agostino, Amanda Lion, Sue Matre, Gayle Morelli and Alice O’Connor
Please let us know if you have a topic, a question, a suggestion or a story to share for the next issue of the newsletter. Also, since
we plan to email you when the latest issue of Renaissance Poodles is available on line, please send your email address to:
info@poodlerescuene.org

For more information on Poodle Rescue of New England, please visit our website:
www.poodlerescuene.org
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