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Renaissance Poodles
The Newsletter of Poodle Rescue of New England
Welcome Note... by Mahala Beams
As I walked my three dogs on a beautiful April morning,
listening to the cardinals trilling their spring songs, seeing
the new green sprouts, forget-me-nots and daffodils,
feeling the warmth of the sun on my face, I thought about
one of the most endearing qualities of my three dogs their innocence.
It was the day after the Marathon bombings in Boston, and
like so many other fellow Bostonians, and people around
the world, I was shocked and horrified at the evil of the
act, and I grieved the most for the victims and their
families. I grieved also for the lost innocence of all the
children who went with their families to celebrate a
wonderful event representing a pinnacle of goal setting
and achievement. I grieved for all of us as we once again
experienced the heinous results of the malevolence in a
few warped human beings.
But as we walked, my three dogs enjoyed their outing as
usual, prancing, sniffing and leaving their calling cards.
They greeted friendly strangers with much tail-wagging,
tugged after squirrels, and said hello to other pooches with
their usual enthusiastic head-to-tail investigations. With no
awareness of evil in the world, they lived fully and
delightedly in the moment.
Although we were all deeply affected by this recent
tragedy, it was somehow comforting that they were not. I
was grateful that they were unaware, grateful for their
simple pleasures in the moment.
.........

Mollie and Frankie

Frankie and Molly... by Rochelle Chambless
Our two very different dogs, Frankie and Molly, are like
night and day. Frankie came into our lives first. Our
handsome gentleman was three years old when we
adopted him from PRNE.
He is a beautiful miniature phantom poodle, black with tan
markings. Shy about getting to know new people and
extremely protective of me, Frankie is a fierce terrier
impersonator when it comes to chasing and digging after
small critters. Eventually we had the back yard lined with
big rocks, so he wouldn't dig out holes large enough to
crawl under the fence. He absolutely loves to sprint
around the back yard, but when he's indoors he is very
Continued on page 2
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Frankie and Molly... continued from page 1
an ounce of poodle in her, contrary to her adoption papers
- but she more than makes up for it in cuteness. Frankie
loves to play fetch, tug and keep away with his favorite
toy “Bunny.” Molly claims all the other toys for herself
and will occasionally fetch one of them for us. She gets
frantic if she can't find a toy with which to meet me at the
door! Frankie prefers to give me kisses when I come
home. Molly loves belly rubs and begging while Frankie
tolerates a belly rub and sits quietly and politely for his
treats.

Frankie
content to just laze around, a subdued and loving lap dog.
He has perfect manners walking on a leash, which I
attribute to his foster mother, Susan McDonald, to whom I
am forever grateful.
When we first got Frankie, we took him to clicker
training. My mom even got in on the action, learning to
use the clicker to reward positive behavior. Even Molly
behaves better for her than she does for me! Now my
mother dog-sits for her “grand-dogs” whenever we go out
of town.
We adopted Molly, a cocker-poo mix, from PRNE six
months after getting Frankie when a neighbor suggested
that Frankie needed a playmate to keep him from barking
so much whenever I was away from the house. Molly
doesn't look like a poodle and my husband was afraid
nobody would adopt her on a poodle rescue website, so he
chose her, even though it meant that he had to take allergy
medicine every day. Both Frankie and Molly will be eight
years old this year.

Their health is another area where they are a bit different.
Thankfully, we were able to buy health insurance for both
dogs when we adopted them. Both dogs have skin
allergies that respond well to a special, expensive, strict
diet. Like most floppy-eared dogs, they need to have their
ears cleaned regularly and kept dry.
In some ways, our Molly is somewhat of a mutant. She
has an adorable underbite, but also gums that grow extra
flesh over her teeth. We've had extra gum surgically
removed twice. The other thing that makes her a bit
mutant is that she has twice had a horn-like growth
removed from her right front paw. Somebody in her past
used poor Molly for BB gun practice. One BB had to be
excised when it traveled up through her skin. Two BBs
remain lodged in her body, one near her heart, the other in
her hip. It still makes me furious that someone would do
that to a dog. I couldn't be more grateful to her foster
mom, Deanna Clifford, for taking care of Molly until she
came to brighten our lives.
There you have it - two very different, unique dogs, both
extremely loving and extremely loved.

.........

Molly is a cute, happy-go-lucky blonde, the same height
as Frankie, but a little lighter in the weight department.
Molly is more excited about meeting new friends, but
unlike Frankie she doesn't really care about chasing other
animals. Outside in our back yard, Molly does more of a
trot. But when inside she is energetic and spends a lot of
time following me around the house. She prefers to sit
beside us instead of being in a lap. Molly also needs lots
of patience when we walk her. My husband thinks she has
hyperactivity attention deficit disorder.
When it comes to intelligence, Frankie is pure poodle,
smart and a quick learner. Molly's lack of brainpower is
what has my husband Scott convinced that Molly has not

Molly and Frankie
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Connections that Comfort... by Debra Oakes

During my early years of being a
Hospice nurse, I learned to respect
and love the relationship between
my patients and their dogs. While
visiting terminally ill patients in
their homes, I saw how very
important these relationships were.
Often I could learn about what was happening with my
patients through their dogs before I even lay hands on
them. I could understand whether they were having a
good day, whether they were in pain, or whether they had
turned that corner and were dying just by watching their
companion animals. The dogs seemed to know what my
patients needed better than I did. Some days I would find
a patient and his or her dog walking in the yard – feeling
the breeze, wandering around and enjoying the sun.
Those were the good days. I still smile when thinking of
Joe’s little terrier running circles around him in the yard
and seemingly leading him to different garden beds and
yapping as if to say “look at this one- don’t miss that
one.” On other days I would find my patients snuggled
with their dogs in their beds just watching the world go by
together. Those were the fair days when my patients were
feeling the fatigue and weakness caused by their diseases
---but they were not feeling lonely. Some days I would
find my patients’ dogs lying near their beds, as if keeping
vigil. Often those were the days of pain and struggle for
my patients. An arm dangling silently off the bed would
bring the reassuring licks of “I am here – you are not
alone.” As an adjuvant to the medications I provided, the
licks provided great comfort.
The day I attended the death of Dave is forever carved in
my memory. Dave was a warm friendly lover of life. He
had had a long struggle with illness, but he had lived as
fully as he was able throughout all of it. He was the kind
of guy everyone loved to visit – full of laughs and stories.
His Labrador, Rex, had quite a similar personality and
frequently kept me laughing. One time Rex decided to
explore my nursing bag while I was occupied with talking
to Dave. I heard the bag drop to floor and when I looked,
much to my chagrin, there was Rex chewing on a tongue
depressor with bandages and dressings stuck to his face.
When he dropped the tongue depressor and grabbed my
stethoscope I ran to get it. But Rex had games in mind

and he ran off just ahead of me prancing and barking and
picking up my stethoscope and running and barking more.
Dave and I were laughing hysterically throughout all. Can
there be better medicine? Rex was such a devil. But he
surprised me the most the day Dave died.
I went to Dave’s home when his wife called to tell me
things were close to the end. As I got there, Dave passed
away. I put my stethoscope to his chest and pronounced
to Nancy, “Dave has died.” Nancy was full of tears and
we went to the kitchen to gather ourselves and make the
necessary calls. As I sat at the kitchen table I began to
hear noise from Dave’s room. It was at first a heaving
sound… the sound of an ill person breathing. I thought,
how could that be? Dave’s heart had stopped – he had
passed. The sound grew as I walked towards Dave’s
room and became a low groan. As I entered the room, I
realized it was Rex… lying under Dave’s bed and
grieving. We called him, but he came out only reluctantly.
As he reached us, his groan became a cry and howl. He
knew! He knew his beloved Dave had just died and he
was crying. I never knew a dog could cry or grieve.
I still feel tearful as I write this… sad tears related to the
losses we all need to face throughout life but also joyful
tears about the beauty of connections - connections
between people and their beloved pets, connections that
heal, bring solace and last throughout life and into death.

.........
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Surprise: Two and One Half Poodles! by Mahala Beams
Six years ago when my
son Andrew purchased
Avril, an adorable little
gray and white puppy, he
was told she was a
Maltese/Jack Russell
Terrier mix. When he
joined the Marines
almost three years ago,
Andrew with puppy Avril
we agreed to take her in.
Since we already had two
poodles adopted from PRNE, it seemed that one more dog
wouldn't be much trouble at all, and she wasn't. The three
pooches bonded right away, and we quickly grew just as
attached to Avril as we were to Triton, our now almost
twelve year old standard, and Figaro, our soon-to-be five
year old mini.
In addition to Avril’s sweet and friendly nature, she had a
couple of notable features. One was her prodigious
appetite. If permitted, she would eat herself to death. At
meal time she seemed to inhale her food, finishing way
ahead of the other two dogs. Then she eagerly sought an
opportunity to finish their food for them if we let down
our guard for even a second.

Three good friends: Avril Triton and Figaro

I had heard about DNA testing for dogs and began to think
idly about having Avril tested, just to satisfy our curiosity.
After checking with our vet about the legitimacy of DNA
testing in dogs, I decided to go ahead and spend the
money to have the testing done. Looking on line for
companies to do the DNA testing, I found many, most
charging between $60-80. I finally decided to go with
Wisdom Panel (www.wisdompanel.com) whose test kit
was available through Amazon.com. The results would
show us three generations of Avril's heritage: parents,
grandparents and great grandparents.
Continued on page 5

Avril actually climbed up a tree after a squirrel

Also distinctive was her hunting instinct. My son
attributed Avril’s propensity to go after small critters to the
Jack Russell in her, but after she had been with us for
awhile, I began to wonder about her heritage. Remarkably,
she didn't shed at all. When I allowed her coat to grow
long, it curled gently and gracefully. We speculated
frequently, even wondering if she might possibly have
some poodle in her background.

Avril with her long gently curling winter coat
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Surprise... continued from page 4
The kit arrived soon after, including clear instructions Going through this process was great fun, even though we
for collecting DNA and labeling and two simple swab did it just to satisfy our curiosity. The results are based on
sticks to insert between teeth and gums. I mailed the the number of breeds the testing company has in its
materials back immediately and within ten days had the database - ours had DNA analysis available from more
surprising results. Avril was
than 190 breeds - and most
one half purebred miniature
companies I investigated
poodle! Our supposed Jack
seem to have a comparable
Russell/Maltese mix actually
number. So if you have a mix
had neither Jack Russell
and are curious about your
Terrier nor Maltese in her
dog’s origins, consider DNA
DNA. Her parent,
testing. Besides satisfying
grandparents and great
curiosity, benefits come from
grandparents on one side
understanding special traits
were all miniature poodles,
your dog might have that aid
possibly silver, given her
in training and maintaining
gray and white coloring. The
your dog's health.
Avril
other surprise was she was
Now we know we have two
one quarter beagle on the
other side of the family. This
and one half poodles! Of
news explained her appetite and her hunting instincts, course, we would love Avril just as much if she didn’t
although poodles are retrievers too. The beagle side of have poodle in her DNA, but it’s no wonder she fits into
her family also included some mixes with Kerry Blue our family pack so well.
Terrier and a little bit of Corgi thrown in too.
.........

Avril’s Family Tree

Mix

Mix
Great Grandparents
Mix

Grandparents

Mix

Parents

Avril
Beagle-Mix crossed with Miniature Poodle
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In Memoriam: Volunteer Connie Musso... by Amanda Lion
In the regular feature of the newsletter, ”Spotlight on a Volunteer,” we shine light on the work of an individual who
doesn’t seek the spotlight, but who deserve acclaim for her special dedication and long-term commitment to the work of
Poodle Rescue of New England. In this issue, we want to recognize the many contributions of a very special volunteer
whom sadly, we have unexpectedly lost.

All of us who were fortunate enough to work with Connie
through Poodle Rescue of New England will miss her
greatly. We will never forget her dedication and
enthusiasm for the mission of PRNE and are thankful we
had the opportunity to know this very special, caring and
generous person. Our thoughts and prayers are with
Connie’s friends and family during this difficult time of loss.

.........

Sabrina, Connie and Allie

We were all very sad to learn of the sudden loss of our
friend and long time volunteer, Connie Musso, after a
brief illness.
Connie’s enthusiasm for life, her
friendliness and dedication to her dogs are only part of
what made her a truly remarkable person.
Connie adopted a poodle, Sabrina, from PRNE several
years ago. Shortly after, she became an active volunteer.
Connie, Sabrina and Allie (her other rescue poodle) were
regular Ambassadors for PRNE at the Hudson PETCO,
and Connie never failed to help out at other events as
well. Meetings were always brighter when Connie was
there – she made us laugh and entertained us with stories
of her many adventures. Her sunny demeanor and friendly
disposition made her a welcome member of the group.
She was not only generous with her time and efforts for
PRNE, but in other ways also. For example, when one
more prize was needed for the raffle fundraiser one year,
Connie stepped in without a second thought to offer her
time-share.

Sabrina, Allie and Connie
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In Memoriam: Daisy and Moe Moe... by Anna Harris
About nine years ago, my young son came to me
pleading to get him a dog. Having never owned a dog
growing up, I had mixed feelings about bringing one into
our home. I explained to my son that a dog would
aggravate his sister’s asthma and my
allergies causing too much discomfort for
the family as a whole.
With that in mind, my son did some
investigating and found all the breeds we
could live with, even detailing them in an
organized PowerPoint presentation. I still
had some trepidation about moving
forward, even with hypoallergenic
breeds; however, my determined tenyear-old convinced me to start down the
long yet wonderful path to adopt a dog.
The process begin in
Provincetown, Cape Cod,
when just out of curiosity, I
asked a women working at a
fudge store if she knew where
I could adopt a poodle. By
chance, she sent me to a
florist up the street. The florist
had a couple of poodles in her
shop, and I got to see poodles
up close and be around them,
and nothing happened, not
even a sneeze. After I found
out she was involved with

Daisy

Moe Moe

Poodle Rescue of New England, she showed us some
poodles online right there. I remember seeing these two
dogs, in party hats and blue and pink t-shirts. My first
thought was “who would want two older dogs.” Again
my son got online and assured me they
would live many more years. So we met
the dogs, and from day one, we became a
family.
The benefits of adopting older dogs are
countless. They come into their new home
already trained, socialized, and grateful to
have a second chance. It made owning
dogs for the first time extremely easy
because they were already trained and had
a schedule. Daisy and Moe lived to be
eighteen and sixteen. Yes they got a little
slow, but so did we.
When we got them they were twelve and ten
respectively. They played just like pups, loved to
run and fetch, drive in the car, get treats, do tricks
(already learned - we just had to figure them out)
and as time went on we just all seemed to settle
into this nice little life of growing older together.
The kids grew up, went to college, and we still had
our dogs. We had almost nine years with them,
more than we could have hoped for, but still not
long enough. We are looking forward to adopting
a dog again, and for our family, a senior dog is the
only way to go. They come all trained, ready to
move in and become part of the family.

.........

Update from Anna Harris
Anna and her husband, Joe, recently adopted another senior poodle from
PRNE. She writes:
Joe and I have Wags at home with us. He is doing very well for all that he has
been through lately. He is very gentle and sweet, and loves to sit with Joe and
me on the bed. He is very good about taking his medicine and just loves to be
where ever we are. I promise to give him the best life he can have. Still miss my
two babies, Daisy and Moe Moe, but Wags is helping to heal my heart.
Wags
7

The Newsletter of PRNE

May 2013

And the Winners Are...
The drawing of winning tickets for the annual PRNE raffle
fundraiser took place in April. Congratulations go to the
lucky winners listed below!
1st Prize: Seven Nights at Beautiful Summertime Cottages
in Bar Harbor, Maine - to Kathleen (from Bar Harbor)
2nd Prize: Two Nights at the Two Cats Bed and Breakfast
in Bar Harbor, Maine - to Don (from Waltham)
3rd Prize: Two nights at the Inn at Bay Ledge in Bar
Harbor, Maine - to (Reggie from Cambridge)
Ginger draws the name of
one of the winners

4th Prize: Two Nights at the Moseley Cottage Inn and Town
Motel in Bar Harbor, Maine - to Bob (from Waltham)
Many thanks to all who contributed the wonderful prizes, to
those who purchased raffle tickets and to those who sold
raffle tickets for PRNE. Top honors go to Tony Moore for
being a super salesman and selling the most tickets!

Tony Moore with Silly,
Petunia and Bongo

.........

Mailbox: A Special Thank You to Amy Moore
Dear Amy,
A year ago, after being so sad after the loss of my last little teacup
poodle, Cricket, I got my happiness back, thanks to you picking me
to be Tasha's, then Buttercup's, mom. They both are such little
loves... I can't imagine my life without them, and they really love
each other too. I hope you, Tony and your little pooches are doing
well. Love from my heart and Tasha's and Buttercup's.
Rita Haunert
Tasha

Buttercup

The PRNE/PETCO Connection Continues
Anne Aronson (left) and Gayle Morelli (right)
represented PRNE at PETCO in Needham on
April 27. Helping out is Dallas, a fabulous
ambassador for poodles!
PETCO has steadfastly supported PRNE’s
mission and has contributed generously. Many
thanks again to PETCO and to all the PRNE
volunteers who sit regularly at PETCO stores in
the area to bring PRNE’s message to the
surrounding communities.
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Leaky Dogs: A Primer on Urinary Incontinence
by Nancy Kay, DVM © (April 21, 2013)

Dr. Kay, author of Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, Longer
Life and of Your Dog’s Best Health: A Dozen Reasonable Things to Expect of Your Vet has graciously
granted permission for PRNE to reprint one of her informative articles in each issue of Renaissance
Poodles. Dr. Kay’s extensive credentials follow:

Dr. Kay and Lexie

Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine; Recipient, Leo K. Bustad Companion
Animal Veterinarian of the Year Award; Recipient, American Animal Hospital Association Animal Welfare
and Humane Ethics Award; Recipient, Dog Writers Association of America Award for Best Blog;
Recipient, Eukanuba Canine Health Award;
Recipient, AKC Club Publication Excellence Award. For
more information, visit her website: http://www.speakingforspot.com.

Does your dog awake from her sleep in a puddle of urine?
Does she dribble urine when she stands up or is walking
about? If so, she has involuntary urine leakage, known as
urinary incontinence. Not only can this be bothersome
and even embarrassing (dare I anthropomorphize) for the
dog, it is truly a huge cleanup nightmare for the humans
who live with a leaky dog. Urinary incontinence often
results in frustrated attempts to use diapers, many loads of
laundry, and irrational reprimands for the poor dog who
has no control over the situation. Worst-case scenario, the
dog who normally sleeps beside her master’s bed, is
banished to the backyard.
The good news is, for most dogs, the leaking can be
stopped or markedly diminished with appropriate therapy.
The cause of the incontinence must first be established
with appropriate diagnostic testing performed by a
veterinarian.
Normal urination
When urine travels from the bladder (its holding
reservoir) to the outside world it passes through a rather
narrow tubular channel called the urethra. A muscular
sphincter is present right at the point where the urethra
connects with the bladder. It is this urethral sphincter that
prevents urine leakage by remaining tightly closed. When
the brain sends a signal that it is time to urinate, the
bladder contracts at the same time the sphincter relaxes
thus allowing urine to flow.
Hormone responsive urinary incontinence
Far and away the most common cause of canine
incontinence is referred to as
“hormone-responsive
incontinence” or “acquired urinary incontinence.” It is a
disease of neutered dogs- most commonly middle aged

and older females, but occasionally occurs in males and
younger females. Various studies report an incontinence
incidence rate of 5-20% in spayed female dogs. There is
evidence that neutering before three months of age
substantially increases the risk of future incontinence.
Other factors that may be associated with increased risk
for hormone responsive urinary incontinence include:
Breed: Old English Sheepdogs, Doberman Pinchers,
German Shepherds, Boxers, Weimaraners, Rottweilers,
and Irish Setters are at increased risk.
Size: Large and giant breeds have increased risk and small
breed dogs have decreased risk.
Tail docking: This surgical procedure performed on
puppies of certain breeds is suspected to increase the risk
of incontinence.
The diagnosis of hormone responsive urinary
incontinence is made based on ruling out other potential
causes and/or response to medication. Most dogs with this
form of incontinence respond favorably to medication.
The standard two that are tried alone or in combination
are diethylstilbestrol (an estrogen product) and
phenylpropanolamine (PPA). For dogs that are
nonresponsive to medication, treatment options include
collagen injections or placement of a constricting ring at
the site of the urethral sphincter.
Incontinence caused by increased thirst
Dogs who drink more water produce more urine. This
translates into a bladder that becomes maximally
distended, particularly during the night when a dog
Continued on page 10
9

The Newsletter of PRNE

May 2013

Leaky Dogs... continued from page 9
spends many hours in a state of sound sleep. This bladder
distention can override the urethral sphincter, resulting in
urine leakage. The key here is to hone in on the cause of
the increased thirst. Correct this issue and the urine
leakage typically resolves. Common causes of increased
thirst include kidney disease, liver disease, urinary tract
infection, and hormonal imbalances including diabetes
mellitus, diabetes insipidus, Cushing’s disease, and
Addison’s disease. Increased thirst can also be caused by
some medications (diuretics, corticosteroids, antiseizure
drugs) and changes in diet.

Urethral sphincter abnormalities
Defects at the level of the urethral sphincter can interfere
with its normal function. Such abnormalities can include
bladder/urethral stones, prostate gland disease, tumors,
and inflammation caused by infection. Resolution of the
incontinence is dependent on successful treatment of the
underlying disease.

into the urethra and bladder, or by performing an imaging
study (CT scan X-rays) following the administration of
contrast material. Incontinence caused by ectopic ureters
can often be corrected surgically or with laser therapy.

What your vet will want to know
If you have a leaky dog, be prepared to answer the
following questions. Your veterinarian will be able to use
this information to help diagnose the cause of your dog’s
incontinence.
•

When did the incontinence begin?

•

When is the leakage typically observed- during
sleep or with activity, before or after urinating
outside?

•

Is your dog drinking more water than normal?
Ideally measure how much water she drinks
during a 24-hour time period. Normal water
intake during 24 hours should be no more than
one ounce per pound of the dog's body weight
per day.

•

Does the act of urination appear normal in terms
of time spent squatting, strength of urine stream,
and appearance and odor of urine?

•

Are there any other observed symptoms such as
difficulty passing a bowel movement or hind end
weakness?

•

Has there been a recent change in diet or addition
of medications or supplements?

Neurological disease
Normal urine retention and voiding is dependent on a
complex set of neurological signals involving the brain,
spinal cord, and nerves leading to the bladder and urethral
sphincter. Disease within this circuitry can result in
urinary incontinence, typically accompanied by other
neurological symptoms such as hind leg disuse or
weakness and an inability to pass bowel movements
normally. Therapy is dependent on the underlying
neurological disease.

Plumbing problems
The most common cause of urinary incontinence in
puppies is a birth defect called an ectopic ureter. Ureters
are the narrow conduits that transport urine from the
kidneys to the bladder. The term “ectopic” means in an
abnormal place or position. An ectopic ureter transports
and empties urine into the urethra rather than the bladder.
The diagnosis of this plumbing defect is made visually
either by passing an endoscope (a telescope-like device)

Have you ever lived with a leaky dog? What was the
diagnosis and what was the outcome? If you would
like to respond publicly, please visit:
http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=3970.
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Amelia

Merrilea and Quincy

Miss Lola

Petunia, pretty in pink

Banner and Gretel

Silly and Petunia, out for a ride

Silly in her new outfit
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Upcoming Events

Paws in the Park 2013
Save a Dog’s 13th Annual Dog Walk
Sunday, May 5
10:00 - 3:00pm
Longfellow’s Wayside Inn
72 Wayside Inn Road, Sudbury, MA

Whisker Walk 2013

Strutt Your Mutt

Sunday, June 5
11:00 - 3:00
Lancaster Fair Grounds
Lancaster, MA

Saturday, June 8
10:00 - 3:00pm
Attleboro High School
Attleboro, MA

Jinx

15th Annual Pet Rock Festival

Poodle Rescue Picnic 2013

Sunday, September 8, 2013

Sunday, September 29
11:00 - 3:00pm
Borderland State Park

12:00 - 5:00 pm
Quinsigamond Community College
Worcester, MA
www.petrockfest.org/the-festival/

www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/borderland/direction.htm

WHO WE ARE
Newsletter Committee: Mahala Beams, editing and layout; Amanda Lion; and Kim Rosen
Board of Directors: Merrilea Agostina, Anne Aronson, Amanda Lion, Amy Moore, and Gayle Morelli
For more information on Poodle Rescue of New England, please visit our website: www.poodlerescuenewengland.org
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