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Renaissance Poodles
The Newsletter of Poodle Rescue of New England
Welcome Note... by Mahala Beams
For me and my three dogs, one of the great pleasures of
spring (now that spring has finally sprung) is joining the
daily poodle promenade around our local water tower.
There, a number of poodle lovers and their charges meet
at 4:30 pm, weather permitting, for a leisurely amble and
chat while their poodles socialize and frolic.
The group includes Lucy and Lily, gorgeous shiny-black
five-month-old standard siblings, as energetic as they
come; Coco and Isabelle, lovely, well-behaved chocolate
standards; Sophie, a thirteen-year-old white standard,
elegant and graceful still; and my three dogs: Figaro, a
black miniature, Triton, a twelve-year-old apricot standard
and Avril, a miniature poodle mix. Sadly, Charlie, my

Will and Jack with Gabby and Jojo

Gabby and Jojo... by Ray and Maggie Cahill

Poodles and their people gather for the daily walk

We've had pets in the past, but it's been several years
since anything furry and four-legged found its way into
our family. But, thankfully, tides change and stars align,
and a few weeks ago we saw and felt an instant
connection to Abby and Jojo on the PRNE website.
Having twin boys at home already, we are drawn to
bonded pairs, and these girls stole our hearts in a second.
We were fortunate to be selected for a home visit, and
before we knew it Abby and Jojo were in our kitchen
looking up at us, their eyes saying, “Yup, we’re home!”
Continued on page 2
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Welcome Note... continued from page 1
neighbors' happy-go-lucky twelve-year-old black standard
is no longer with us, but sometimes I think I see him
romping in the nearby trees. Handsome Charlie is
certainly not forgotten, but now my neighbors stroll with
Tucker, a sweet and adorable four-year-old chocolate
mini. A former puppy mill dog, Tucker is settling into his
new home happily.
Imagine the surprise of unsuspecting walkers when they
chance upon our group. "Oodles of poodles," they exclaim
excitedly. Look! A "poodle parade"! The "oohing and
aahing" over such an abundance of poodles continues, and
we must relate the stories of all dogs to passers-by
multiple times.

Poodles galore

Among the group of nine poodles, six are rescues, lucky
dogs who now lead happy lives in loving homes. If only
all dogs could be so fortunate.
........

Gabby and Jojo... continued from page 1

Maggie, Gabby and Jojo

Gabby and Jojo cuddle
Abby (now called Gabby) and Jojo were timid at first,
but their love of snacks and good belly rubs quickly let
them know they made the right choice to stay with us. As
their days with us added up, their confidence grew and a
sweet playful side to them blossomed.
Especially
endearing is Gabby’s two-twirl dance. They’re in a good
routine, and our whole family happily shares in taking
care of them.
Eight extra legs now accompany us on our walks to
school and through town, and the girls' social sphere has

been expanding steadily! They're amazing with kids and
other dogs. They're not particularly fond of rain and
chilly weather, but who can blame them for preferring to
curl up by the pellet stove!
This is a new, exciting chapter for our family, and these
two sweet little souls are proving to be a wonderful fit.
We love cuddling them, laughing at their antics, and
talking to them in ridiculous, high pitched voices that
had been brewing somewhere down deep inside! We’re
so grateful for PRNE, the vets that helped Jojo and
Gabby, and the foster family that did such great work
getting these girls to their new life. Thank you PRNE for
bringing us such joy – you do amazing work!

.........
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PRNE at Unleashed by PETCO
The PRNE/PETCO Connection Continues

Did you know that PRNE volunteers also represent PRNE at Unleashed by PETCO?
unfamiliar with Unleashed by PETCO, the company’s website explains:

For those of you

As pet stores go, we’re anything but ordinary. Unleashed by Petco hit the pet scene in 2009,
with our first store in San Diego’s Hillcrest neighborhood. Our concept is simple – provide
the same knowledge and know-how offered by Petco in a unique, smaller package.
PRNE is very grateful to PETCO for its ongoing and generous support of PRNE’s mission and to the
dedicated PRNE volunteers who represent PRNE twice a month at PETCO and AT Unleashed by PETCO

Ellie-Belle helps represent PRNE at
Unleashed by PETCO

Bonnie and Oscar volunteer for PRNE at Unleashed by

Oscar loves helping out!

3

The Newsletter of PRNE

May 2014

Ellie... by Asa Fanelli and Rufus Ward
little dog ended up on the streets in such a bad condition.
After the hospital tried for a week to locate her owner,
Poodle Rescue of new England took her in, and she was
placed in a foster home.

Ellie
It had been more than two years since we lost our beloved
cocker spaniel, Sally, and we felt ready to welcome a new
dog into our home. Because so many wonderful dogs
need of homes, we wanted to adopt a rescue dog rather
than to buy one from a pet store or breeder. We visited a
couple of shelters in our area and saw a few very nice
dogs, but none of them felt like “the one.” Then we met
“Poppy” (now Ellie).

From the photos and description of Poppy, we fell in love
immediately and completed the online application form.
After a couple of e-mail exchanges, it was time to meet
her! Amy (her foster mother) brought her to our home for
an initial visit. It was "love at first sight"! We found her
to be exactly as described and wanted to adopt her on the
spot. Amy was wonderful and answered all the questions
we had and gave us lots of good advice on what she had
learned about Poppy in the couple of weeks that she had
been at her house. Because we travel sometimes, we rely
on Rufus’s mother to care for our pet when we’re away to
avoid a kennel, so we wanted to introduce Poppy to her.
Amy kindly brought Poppy to our home again and, as we
had predicted, it was “love at first sight” once again, and
we adopted her. We renamed her Ellie (she did not
respond to Poppy) and she has quickly become a member
of our family.

Poodle Rescue of New England had gotten Poppy from a
local veterinary hospital, where she had been taken by a
good Samaritan who found her wandering, a stray with
dirty, matted hair. She also had a few medical problems
including a cherry eye -- the origin of her name Poppy
(Pop-eye) given her by the staff at the hospital. She didn't
have any ID, and there was no way to find out how this

Ellie with her new family
It has now been three weeks since Ellie entered our lives,
and we couldn’t be happier. She is the BEST dog anyone
could ever wish for: adorable, sweet, happy and well
behaved. With our two sons at college, she has become
our "baby," and it is obvious how happy she is to be
Ellie

Continued on page 5
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Ellie... continued from page 4

Ellie enjoying an outing
Ellie napping
loved! Ellie has turned out to be EXACTLY as described
by the people at Poodle Rescue, who pride themselves on
complete accuracy. Their goal is not simply to place their
dogs in new homes, but to place them in the right homes.
It is telling that Amy told us that they wouldn’t complete
the adoption transaction until two weeks had passed,

because they wanted us to know that if it wasn’t working
out for any reason, we should return Ellie/Poppie. Having
their dogs go to the best possible homes is their primary
concern - it's very impressive.
We are tremendously grateful to Poodle Rescue of New
England for letting Ellie become a part of our family!
.........

Buddy: In Loving Memory... by Chris and Cindy Taranto
Our little Buddy passed away peacefully on Tuesday,
May 6, 2014, after a battle with pulmonary hypertension.
He was fifteen. Sadly, we only had him for eight of his
years. He was the best, a strong, beautiful, loving,
precious soul until the end.

We thank you, PRNE, for bringing Buddy into our lives.
We will never forget what he did for us. We are also very
sad as this is the first time in nineteen years that we are
without a dog. We miss Buddy very much. He was truly
our special guy!

Our world revolved around him and we are very proud
that we gave him a beautiful life. He dined on the best:
steaks, chicken, pork chops, essentially whatever he
wanted. He slept with us every night and loved that so
much. He had daily trips to the park right up until the day
before we lost him. Those visits to the park were also
some of his favorite moments.

.........

Sadly, he did decline over the last year and a half or so.
First his hearing went, followed by his vision. He
developed a persistent cough that was eventually
diagnosed as pulmonary hypertension and pulmonary
fibrosis. Although we took him to specialists all over the
place, his problems weren’t fixable. As his condition
worsened considerably, we realized we just couldn’t let
him suffer any longer.

Buddy
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How Cat Food Changed My Life... by Merrilea Agostino
If you have an older dog on medication, you know that it
can be quite a challenge to give your best friend his pills.
There are many utensils to help with this task: pill
shooters, pill crushers, pill pockets, etc. Also many people
have given me advice on what food to use to get my boy
to take his pills - cheese, roast beef (the deli ends since
they seem to be more tasty), cream cheese, yogurt,
scrambled eggs, peanut butter, baby food and the list goes
on and on. We have tried them all. But since my older
gentleman is a poodle, just when I thought I had tricked
him into taking his pill, he would roll the pill around in his
mouth, eat the treat, and then spit the pill out.
It had come to a point where I was going to have to open
his mouth, put the pill in and convince him to swallow it.
I just couldn’t do it! Pills are given at meal time and meal
time should be a pleasant time. I had to find another way.
I contacted my veterinarian and told him about the
difficulties I was having giving my boy his medications. I
was upset because I knew he needed them, but I just
couldn’t force him to take them. My veterinarian said,
“have you tried canned cat food? Many dogs love canned
cat food.” I said, “I didn’t think dogs could eat cat food. I
thought there was something in it that would make dogs
sick.” He assured me that there would be no problem with
my boy eating cat food to take his medications. He
suggested that I open up the capsules and pour them into
the cat food and mix it up. My boy also takes tablets so I
put them in a small segment of a pill pocket and bury it in
the cat food. After I put the dish on the floor, low and
behold, he immediately started eating the cat food! I

Quinsey slurps up his yummy cat food (and meds)!

couldn’t believe it! No anguish, no stress. He was taking
his medication, all by himself! What a great day!
I have been using the cat food now for a couple of
months. My boy seems to like fish flavors and the paté
style seems to work best. I rotate the fish flavors to keep
up his interest.
So, if you are having problems giving your dog
medication, contact your veterinarian and ask if it is ok to
give your dog some cat food. Open up capsules and
sprinkle them on the cat food and mix it up. Put your
tablets in a small bit of pill pocket and bury the little pill
pocket package in the cat food. (Using the pill pocket
helps to keep tablets from melting into the cat food which
might cause a bad taste). Put the bowl down and see what
happens. Hopefully you will be as lucky as I was, and cat
food will change your life too!

.........

GREAT NEWS!
PRNE just partnered with Amazon Smile. This is a program you can sign up for
on Amazon.com to donate a small percentage of your purchases to licensed, nonprofit organizations (of which PRNE is one). Sign up is quick and easy and it has
no impact on your own wallet! Amazon donates all of the money, on a quarterly
basis, to the organizations. This link (http://smile.amazon.com/ch/04-3477906) will
take you where you need to go to sign up. You may already use Amazon to save
some money, why not use it to help save some dogs?
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Scenes from Save a Dog’s 14th Annual Dog Walk Fundraiser

Paws in the Park
May 4, 2014, at Longfellow’s Wayside Inn in Sudbury
PRNE was there!
Many thanks to Bonnie, Amy, Patty, Ann, Kelsey, Eleanor, Chris and Dom!

Dogs Aggie,
Meledee and Spike
with Chris, Patty
and Dom working
at the PRNE booth

Volunteers and their dogs meeting and greeting lots of
dog lovers and their dogs

Trinket helps out

Oscar models a visor for a visitor

The basket donated by PRNE to
the Save A Dog Silent Auction.
The winning bid was $80!
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Prudent Parasite Prevention by Nancy Kay, DVM © (February 25, 2014)
Dr. Kay, author of Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, Longer Life and of Your Dog’s Best
Health: A Dozen Reasonable Things to Expect of Your Vet has graciously granted permission for PRNE to reprint one of her
informative articles in each issue of Renaissance Poodles. Dr. Kay’s extensive credentials follow:
Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine; Recipient, Leo K. Bustad Companion Animal Veterinarian of the Year
Award; Recipient, American Animal Hospital Association Animal Welfare and Humane Ethics Award; Recipient, Dog Writers
Association of America Award for Best Blog; Recipient, Eukanuba Canine Health Award; Recipient, AKC Club Publication
Excellence Award. For more information, visit her website: http://www.speakingforspot.com.

Did you read about recent worries
pertaining to a popular flea/heartworm/
intestinal parasite prevention product
called Trifexis? Some folks in the
Atlanta area felt certain that this product
caused the deaths of their dogs.
Dr. Kay and Lexie Although autopsy examinations did not
implicate Trifexis as the cause, such
stories can create significant stress and anxiety for people,
particularly for those already experiencing stress and
anxiety about giving so many medications to their dogs
for parasite control. Is all this recommended prevention
truly necessary?
Below, I have provided you with my feelings about
parasite prevention. Please keep in mind that the
following thoughts represent simply one veterinarian’s
opinion. This information should not replace discussion
and decision-making with your own vet. Your choices
should be based on your pet’s potential exposure to
various parasites as well as your own personal
preferences.
Heartworm prevention
It used to be that I could tell you that if your dog lived in a
particular state, city, or community you could skip
heartworm prevention for your pets. Not so anymore.
Heartworm disease now exists in every state within the
United States. While it is intuitive to believe that a thick,
long coat or exclusively indoor lifestyle will protect an
animal from heartworm disease, this is not the case.
Wherever an animal lives and whatever the plushness of
their hair coat, year-round heartworm prevention is a good
idea.
Here’s the good news about heartworm preventive
medications. With rare exception, they are exceptionally
safe. Adverse side effects are few and far between. Now,

the bad news- heartworm resistance to commonly used
preventive drugs has become a real phenomenon,
documented most clearly in dogs living in the Mississippi
Delta. The American Heartworm Society is currently
funding research to learn more about heartworm
resistance. For this reason, it is important to have dogs
tested annually for heartworm disease even when
heartworm preventive is being conscientiously
administered.
Heartworms can cause serious damage and treatment of
this disease is no walk in the park. I strongly recommend
year-round heartworm preventive medication for your
dogs and cats. The main exception to this
recommendation applies to very elderly or infirmed pets
who are not expected to live more than six months or so.
This is the approximate amount of time it takes for
significant symptoms to arise following heartworm
infection.
FYI- my pets receive heartworm prevention once a month
year round. I reside in the mountains of western North
Carolina where the temperature drops below freezing
during the winter.
Prevention of intestinal parasites (worms)
Dogs and cats are most likely to have intestinal parasites
when they are puppies and kittens. This is because
dormant stages of some intestinal worms are activated in
the pregnant dog or cat and then “shared” with their
offspring. Geography and lifestyle tend to dictate whether
adult animals harbor intestinal parasites. For example, a
dog living in North Carolina who frequents a busy dog
park is far more likely to have intestinal worms than a
Wyoming dog who never sets paw where other dogs tread.
Continued on page 9
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Prudent Parasite Prevention... continued from page 8
Talk with your veterinarian to determine if intestinal
parasite prevention is truly needed. Simply checking a
stool sample for parasite eggs (this test is referred to as a
fecal flotation) once or twice a year may be the way to go.
Such testing is inexpensive and efficient. Worst-case
scenario and your pet develops intestinal parasites- know
that the treatment for this issue is safe, effective, and
relatively inexpensive. If you are looking to thin out your
pet’s menu of preventive medications, this would be a
good one to consider dropping.
FYI- my pets do not receive intestinal parasite prevention.
Rather, I run a fecal flotation once or twice a year to
assess whether or not worms are present.
Flea prevention
Flea prevention falls on the “optional” list in terms of
parasite prevention. Some environments simply don’t
propagate much in the way of fleas. For example, a
strictly indoor kitty may remain flea-free. Fleas don’t
thrive at high altitude, so flea prevention medications
would be unnecessary in mile-high Denver, Colorado.
Additionally, for some pets and their humans, living with
a few fleas simply isn’t much of a nuisance. For your
situation, use of flea prevention medication only during
the “flea season” may work well. Or, it may be that yearround administration is required. Here’s the bottom line.
Assess your pet’s environment and tolerance for fleas. A
few flea bites may be the lesser of two evils when
contemplating fleas versus flea prevention.

prevent these diseases is via effective tick prevention. This
can take the form of avoidance of tick habitats during the
tick season, “tick collars”, preventive medications, and/or
careful tick surveillance (literally going over your pet with
a fine tooth comb at least once a day).
To determine the best course of tick prevention in your
household I recommend the following two things. First,
determine if your pet has tick exposure. Have you ever
seen one on your pet? Secondly, talk with your
veterinarian about the incidence of tick-borne diseases in
your community.
FYI- my pets receive monthly tick prevention medication,
but only during the “tick season”.
Summary
Here are some important take home messages to help you
create a prudent parasite prevention program for your pets:
•

Year-round heartworm preventive medication is
important regardless of where you live.

•

Not all pets require year-round medications to
prevent ticks, fleas, and intestinal parasites. For
some animals, they may be important only during
certain times of the year. For others, they are not
needed at all.

•

Double check that the prevention product you are
using contains only the medications your pet
truly needs. Avoid giving unnecessary
medications simply because this happens to be
the product on your veterinarian’s pharmacy
shelf.

•

Any parasite prevention medication is capable of
producing an adverse or idiosyncratic response in
any particular animal. If your pet develops
symptoms on the heels of administrating such a
product, contact your family veterinarian right
away.

FYI- my pets receive monthly flea prevention during our
“flea season”. They do not receive flea prevention during
the winter months.
Tick prevention
The incidence of tick-borne diseases is on the rise
throughout much of the United States. Of all of these
diseases, Lyme seems to get the most attention, perhaps
because this disease is so common in people. Other
significant tick-borne diseases include Rocky Mountain
Spotted Fever, Ehrlichia, Anaplasma, and Bartonella. The
incidence of these diseases varies widely from region to
region within the United States. These infectious
organisms can cause significant symptoms that may be
life threatening. Additionally, in some cases they can be
difficult to diagnose and/or treat effectively. The way to

.........
What parasite prevention products do you use? If you
would like to respond publicly, please visit http://
www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=4262.
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PRNE “MEET AND GREET” AND RAFFLE 2014
On April 20, PRNE volunteers met for a “Meet and Greet” gathering to see old friends and to
welcome new volunteers: Bonnie and Andrew; Patty, Mika and Taku; and Ann and Kelsey. All
participants had a fabulous time enjoying a wonderful potluck spread and much socializing. A
highlight was the drawing for the annual raffle fundraiser.

AND THE WINNERS ARE...
Congratulations to Eric, who won 1st prize: Seven Nights at Beautiful Summertime Cottages in
Bar Harbor Maine (6/4-6/21)
Congratulations to Martha, who won 2nd Prize: Two Nights at the 2 Cats Bed and Breakfast in
Bar Harbor Maine
Congratulations to Elizabeth, who won 3rd Prize: Two Nights at the Atlantic Eyrie Lodge in Bar
Harbor Maine
Congratulations to Kim, who won 4th Prize: an iPad Mini

Many thanks to those who provided prizes and to all who purchased raffle tickets in support of
PRNE!

The Drawing!
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Mailbox
Dear PRNE,
If the weather is nice, I often go out for a weekend drive
on either Saturday or Sunday, mostly in the early
morning, mid-day around lunch or early afternoon.
Meledee is my driving pal. She really loves riding with
me in the car. Sometimes she “urges” me to go for a ride.
(I can tell by the way she looks at me.) Usually we drive
around the back roads in Southern NH, or drive to nearby
beaches. So far, since my family adopted Meledee, we
have covered Cape Ann, Newburyport, and Ogunquit,
ME. Most recently, we have been driving a lot to
Salisbury Beach State Reservation. Meledee likes to walk
on the beach. It is really fun to enjoy outings with her!

Meledee enjoying an outing with Taku

Best,
Taku

Dear Marjorie,
Mark and I often think about you and are how grateful we
are for your wonderful matchmaking-- we love our sweet
girls! Lexie has turned out to be a wonderful dog, in
spite of all the initial craziness in our house when we first
adopted her. She has settled down and is an affectionate
and obedient girl. She still believes that EVERYONE
loves her, and she wants to make friends with everybody!

Cassie and Lexie relaxing at home

Cassie is still a sweetheart. All she wants to is be close to
us (and to eat). Both dogs are very food motivated.
Cassie doesn't lie down and eat her food leisurely
anymore-- she's learned from Lexie to wolf it down! We
took the girls to agility training in the Fall. Lexie was
great, and Cassie had the best time, but she was so
focused on the treats that we don't even think she notice
the obstacle course.
Mark adores these dogs, and the feeling is mutual. They
sit at the door when he's away and, literally, bounce off
the walls and jump for joy when they see his car pulling
into the driveway. He can't do enough for them.
I hope you and Neal and your dogs have been well and
have been managing okay during this snowy, cold winter.

Editor’s note: Marjorie and Neal Lackritz fostered the
two dogs that Claudia and Mark adopted from PRNE.

Thanks again for uniting us with our beloved dogs.
All my best,
Claudia
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Eddie and Dexter, pals

Milton and Toto

Toto

G
A
L
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R
Y

Benji

Polly

Dexter

Marvin enjoys a good chew

Spike enjoying the sun

Sonny and his beloved ball
Dexter enjoys the view

Continued on page 13
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S P R I N G G A L L E R Y...

continued from page 12

Samaria takes Trinket for a stroll

Beep, beep! Here we come!

Samaria shares her juice with Trinket

WHO WE ARE
Newsletter Committee: Mahala Beams, editing and layout;
Amanda Lion; and Kim Rosen
Board of Directors: Merrilea Agostino, Anne Aronson,
Amanda Lion, Amy Moore, and Gayle Morelli
For more information on Poodle Rescue of New England,
please visit our website:
www.poodlerescuenewengland.org
Polly
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