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Renaissance Poodles
The Newsletter of Poodle Rescue of New England
Welcome Note…by Mahala Beams
In this era of reduced governmental oversight,
animal welfare organizations like Poodle Rescue of
New England and their members will have to do even
more to insure the welfare of dogs. All of us who
believe in humane treatment will have to speak up more
loudly and take action against perpetrators of
mistreatment like puppy mills (who supply pet stores),
research facilities and some businesses.
How can we do this? We can ask questions about
how products are developed and tested from cosmetics
to drugs. We can challenge the now unnecessary use of
dogs in medical training. We can boycott companies
whose products stem from the suffering of dogs and
other animals. We can join and support organizations
that work to protect animal welfare. With regard to the
slashes in services and regulations to oversight agencies
such as the USDA under the current administration, we
can help to educate others through posting on Facebook
and other social media platforms and through talking
with family and friends. We can contact our
representatives and senators.
And of course, one dog at a time, we can help by
fostering and/or adopting rescues. Poodles and other
dogs need us now even more than ever!

………

Frannie

Frannie’s Tail…by Amanda Lion
Frannie has a quite a “tail” to tell but she’s not
talking! She was found in the streets by animal control
and brought to the local shelter. After the hold time
was up, they were able to remove her matted coat,
which was so thick they had to shave it off in one
piece. In fact, they saved her coat and plan to use it to
educate children on how to properly care for their pets
so they don’t end up like poor Frannie!
Once Frannie’s coat was off and they were able
to assess her they saw that her nose was slightly
skewed to the right and her tongue hung out from the
Continued on page 2
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Frannie at the local AC shelter

Frannie’s Tail…continued from page 1
left side of her mouth. Their vet felt that Frannie
needed to see dental specialist so they reached out to
us to see if we could take her in.

without pain and prevent the rest of her teeth from
moving. Frannie had two other teeth removed to
prevent crowding issues in the future and was spayed.

The day I went to meet Frannie I wasn’t sure
what to expect. When Frannie arrived at the shelter,
she was so terrified that all she did was growl and
show her teeth for the first few days. She settled
down once they moved her to an office and after a few
more days, she was a bouncy puppy! When I got
there, she was a pretty happy go-lucky girl who
adored the Animal Control Officer. She was a little
nervous once in my care and sat quietly in her crate all
the way home. It wasn’t too long after though that
she realized she was safe and that little puppy came
out. She was fascinated with the other dogs in the
house and even attempted to play.

Frannie recovered beautifully and now enjoys
chasing her foster brothers around the house. She
pulls their tails and ears and she taunts them
unmercifully. They love it - Frannie’s the little sister
who can do no wrong!

We had Frannie evaluated by the veterinary
specialist. He thought Frannie’s problem was that her
jaw was torqued and her teeth weren’t aligned
properly. As a result, her lower canine tooth was
hitting the middle of her pallet causing her pain
whenever she tried to close her mouth or eat. So we
scheduled Frannie for surgery, and he was able to
correct the problem without having to break her jaw
and re-wire it. Frannie had the canine tooth that was
pointing upward and inward sawed in half, dental
cement was put inside to anchor it to her jaw and then
it was capped off. This will allow Frannie to eat

Frannie is a love bug. She loves to snuggle and
give crooked kisses. Frannie’s favorite game is chase
and she’s just as happy chasing and she is being
chased! She loves to run like the wind in her fencedin back yard. But whatever was in her past is still
with her. Frannie is wary of strangers - men in
particular - so we’re looking to find a home with one
or two moms and one or two young dogs (her size)
with whom she can play. Frannie’s write-up can be
found on our website: www.poodlerescuene.org.

Frannie now
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Moushu (a.k.a. Mushy)…by Holly De Nike
Moushu (a.k.a. Mushy) joined our family on my
birthday, December 24 in 2015. He is the third dog
with a visual impairment that I have adopted through
PRNE and just as with his two predecessors; his
ability to adapt to and thrive with his disability
astounds me. I am hoping that Mushy’s story will
inspire more people to adopt dogs who may not be
perceived as perfect but who have so much love to
give.
We don’t really know how well Mushy can see,
but I don’t think it’s much. When I adopted Mushy I
was concerned about how he would adapt to new
surroundings given his visual impairment but as soon
as I met him, those worries were dispelled. He walked
right over to my car and had no problem letting me
pick him up and put him in the car. Once we arrived
home, he acted as if he had lived here all his life.
He will walk into a cabinet door if I leave it open
accidentally and has been surprised by a snow bank on
our walks but this absolutely does not put him off one
bit. His most amazing feat is his ability to get to and
back from my backyard with no help at all. Here’s
how it goes.
When I’m in the backyard with one of my other
dogs, I leave the storm door to the basement open.
Mushy must be able to either smell or feel the fresh air
because usually he’ll appear at my side in the yard.
This means that he’s come from wherever he is in the
house, walked down the basement stairs, found his
way through the basement maze to the open door and
out into the yard. In the beginning, I would wait
outside with him until he seemed ready to come back
in. However, one day I had to run inside for something
quickly and sure enough, he showed up in a minute,
back in the kitchen. Since then, I just leave him be to
wander my fenced-in yard and do his thing. The most
remarkable part of him coming in by himself is that he
finds the open basement door without any help. It’s
almost a needle in a haystack yet he never, ever needs
to be rescued from the yard.

Moushu

He’s learned where the dog treats are kept, knows
how to get under the bed when he wants to be alone,
and can find a dropped piece of food like no one’s
business. He’s an amazing dog, who just happens to
be differently abled than other dogs. I whole-heartedly
encourage prospective adopters not to let something
like a visual impairment, or a hearing impairment, or a
condition like diabetes to cause you to pass by a rescue
dog. You have no idea of how capable they are!
……….

Mushy enjoying an outing in the yard
3

1
2

The Newsletter of PRNE

May 2017

PRNE at Paws in the Park…by Amanda Lion
On Sunday, May 7th, PRNE participated in Paws
in the Park, an annual event sponsored by Save-ADog. It was held at the Wayside Inn in Sudbury,
MA. While the weather started out a bit cloudy, it
turned into a beautiful sunny day. There were lots of
activities for dogs and their humans, as well as
shopping from vendors and more!

table. It’s a wonderful opportunity to get involved and
if you’re unable to foster but still want to help out
being a PRNE Poodle Ambassador is the way to go!

Events like Paws in the Park help to spread
awareness of animal adoption. We’re always looking
for Poodle Ambassadors, volunteers who can help us
with set-up, break-down and assist with staffing our

Email: info@poodlerescuene.org

If you’re interested in becoming a PRNE Poodle
Ambassador and would like information on upcoming
events, please contact us!

Hotline: 617-628-1425.)
………

Merrilea, Marcella and their curly companions represent PRNE at Paws in the Park
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Sampson when he first came into rescue

Sampson…by Amanda Lion
Meet Sampson! His name is derived from the
Hebrew name Shimshon (Samson) which meant
“sun.” Samson was an Old Testament hero granted
exceptional strength by God.

Sampson now

Hopefully, Sampson will soon find a forever
family of his own. Meanwhile this sweet little fellow’s
progress has been remarkable.
………

We decided to name him Sampson because he
survived whatever he went through for as long as he
did. He was brought into a veterinarian’s office as a
“stray.” He was a filthy bag of bones, his coat soaked
in urine and matted with feces. They brought him to
the shelter where he was evaluated. Unsure if he
would survive, they immediately started him on fluids
and small meals. He weighed 6 pounds then. He
managed to gain 3/4 of a pound in a short time and the
shelter reached out to PRNE.
Since then Sampson has made a remarkable
recovery, thriving in his foster parents’ home. He now
weighs 14 pounds, enjoys playing with his foster
brothers and sisters and loves his foster parents. He is
affectionate, lively and responsive and is working
diligently to master his house training. Although he
occasionally twirls, chasing his tail, medical causes for
this behavior have been ruled out. Most likely the
behavior arose as a way of coping with the unfortunate
circumstances of his former life.

Lucky Sampson!
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Update on Misha... by Jill and Al Daniels

The following is an update from Misha’s new owners
to her former owner who, because of health issues and
resulting concerns she had about the quality of life she
could provide for Misha, made the difficult decision
to give her up.
We want you to know that we do understand
how difficult this has been for you. Don’t ever let go
of the paw print Misha left on your heart! We would
like you to know that we lost our Maggie in
November of 2015 when she was 17 ¾ and it took me
until Misha entered our lives to heal. When I saw her
picture on PRNE’s website, I knew she was the one
and that ours was the home she needed to be in for
your peace of mind. She may be ours now, but we
will always be willing to share what and how she is
doing with you for as long as you want to know.
Thank you for the "potty" information. That is
the word we had been using, so all is well with that.
She has not made any mistakes in the house.
Now here is an update. Everything is going
fine. Misha has got us well trained. We have to spell
certain words, like eat, ride and walk, so she doesn’t
know what we are planning to do with her during the
day. Sunday was such a beautiful day that we were all
able to fit in a great deal of activity. We all went to
the pet store for food, took a walk around the block
and had a couple of games of fetch. She certainly
keeps us on the move. By evening we were all ready
for bed!
We do have a daily routine now. She gets up
about 6:00 for her first potty of the day and then goes
back to bed. She has breakfast at about 8:00 am
which is kibbles with a small amount of fresh cooked
chicken, cooked carrots and just a small bit of low fat
swiss cheese. Then it is sit-in-the-window time while
we get ready for the day.
During the morning, we usually have a couple of
play periods and more sit-in-the-window time. Then
around 1:00 it is time to nap for an hour. Then we are
ready to play or take a walk. Between 4:30 and 5:00
she puts down a good evening meal of kibble and
moist food and 2 small doggie treats as a dessert. She
pretty much mellows out after her meal and by 8:00
pm she is ready and waiting to go get on the bed to

Misha on a walk

relax. This is when she has her Milkbone cookies on
the bed. By 10:30 she has her last potty of the day and
it’s lights out for the night.
Because it rained all day off and on today, we
could not get outside, so we played fetch in the
house. We also discovered a new game – hide and
seek. I had Misha sit and stay on the couch and then I
would hide and say “okay Misha, come find me.” It
didn’t take long for her to figure out there are not that
many hiding places in the house, so I had to be in one
of them. She was so excited when she found me and
then she would run back to the couch, so I had to hide
again. Good exercise for both of us!
Well that gives you an idea of how we are doing.
But if you have any suggestions or concerns just let us
know. You did an excellent job with bringing Misha
up, and we thank you for that. I will send another
update in a couple of weeks. Have some cute pictures
to send next time too, but they are still in Al's camera.
We will get them downloaded.
Stay well and take care!

Misha enjoying a game of fetch
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Don’t Wait Too Long to Get a Second Opinion
Nancy Kay, DVM © (May 8, 2017), reproduced with permission

Dr. Kay, author of Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, Longer Life and
of Your Dog’s Best Health: A Dozen Reasonable Things to Expect of Your Vet has graciously granted permission for
PRNE to reprint one of her informative articles in each issue of Renaissance Poodles. Dr. Kay’s extensive
credentials follow:
Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine; Recipient, Leo K. Bustad Companion Animal
Veterinarian of the Year Award; Recipient, American Animal Hospital Association Animal Welfare and Humane
Ethics Award; Recipient, Dog Writers Association of America Award for Best Blog; Recipient, Eukanuba Canine Health Award;
Recipient, AKC Club Publication Excellence Award. For more information, visit her website: http://www.speakingforspot.com

By the time I met Lucy, her condition had
deteriorated to the point that I was unable to provide
her with significant help. Rather than talking about
treatment options, her care providers and I were
forced to discuss end-of-life decision making. If only
I’d been able to get my hands on this darling little
Sheltie sooner, the outcome could have been so
different.
Lucy was suffering from a disease called
hyperparathyroidism,
an
overproduction
of
parathyroid hormone resulting in excess calcium
within her bloodstream. The treatment of choice for
this disease is surgical removal of the overactive
parathyroid gland. Such therapy is typically quite
straight forward and results in a complete cure.
Poor Lucy. In spite of nine office visits with her
family veterinarian over the course of six months
because of symptoms caused by her parathyroid
disease,
appropriate
treatment
was
never
recommended and the extra calcium in her
bloodstream over such a prolonged period caused
irreversible kidney damage. By the time Lucy arrived
at my doorstep, she was suffering from profound
kidney failure with weakness, loss of appetite,
vomiting, and debilitation. There was no going back
for this little sweetie.

Photo Credit: Susannah Kay

What gets in the way of a second opinion?
There are a few reasons I can come up with as to
why veterinarians will watch a patient deteriorate
week by week and without a clearcut diagnosis, and
yet still not discuss a second opinion. Perhaps they
truly believe that there’s nothing more to be offered by
someone else. Perhaps they think they “know” that
their client would not want to get a second opinion
because of cost and/or inconvenience. Maybe the
veterinarian has a strong desire to hold onto the case,

Continued on page 8
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Don’t Wait Too Long to Get a Second Opinion…cont. from page 7

Why is it so darned difficult for some folks to
request a second opinion for their beloved pets? For
some, veterinarians represent authority figures and
their abilities are not to be questioned. One client told
me that she viewed her relationship with her
veterinarian to be like her relationship with her pastorask no questions! I’ve heard other clients state that
requesting a second opinion would imply mistrust
which would result in delivery of poorer quality
veterinary care in the future. Some hold off on
obtaining a second opinion (or they do so secretly)
because they don’t want to hurt their veterinarian’s
feelings.
My sense of Lucy’s caregivers is that they
believed their veterinarian was doing the best job
possible. They never thought to question his diagnosis
(or lack thereof) and didn’t seem to know that they
had the option of a obtaining a second opinion. They
ultimately chose to come see me based on the
recommendation of a friend who was concerned about
Lucy’s decline.

The need to be an effective medical advocate
When I hear such rationalizations from folks
who have postponed second opinions for their pets,
I’m always tempted to respond with a line from the
movie, Moonstruck in which singer/actress Cher slaps
Nicholas Cage across the cheek while commanding,
“Snap out of it!” Fortunately, the grownup in me

manages to intervene with more mature counsel and I
encourage the individual to step up to the plate as their
pet’s medical advocate. The well being of their pet
must be the number one consideration.
Putting total blind faith in any one veterinarian
makes no sense, no more so than relying on any one
medical doctor to safeguard our health. The
veterinarian is only one member of an animal’s health
care team, and it is the team captain who needs to call
the shots. The team captain is the one who feeds, cares
for, loves, and truly knows that animal better than
anyone else. When there is no diagnosis in spite of
multiple tests, or the animal’s health is declining in
spite of therapy, it’s time for the team captain to order
up a second opinion.
A situation like Lucy’s is heartbreaking. Don’t let
her story happen to one of your family members.
………

Have you ever obtained a second opinion for one of
your pets?
If you would like to respond publicly, please
visit: http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=5435.

Heartfelt Thanks go to PETCO for their ongoing and
generous support of Poodle Rescue of New England!
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SPRING
GALLERY

Rolo rolling in the grass

Sampson

Frannie and Dyson playing

Jean-Pierre
Rolo
Lulu-Belle

Rex and Georgia waiting to retrieve a ball
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From Poodle Cartoons (page 6) - by Charlene Dunlap

From Poodle Cartoons (page 4) - by Charlene Dunlap

Reproduced with permission from
www.caninehorizons.com

Sampson

WHO WE ARE
Newsletter: Mahala Beams, editing and layout; and Amanda Lion
Board of Directors: Merrilea Agostino, Anne Aronson, Amanda Lion, Amy Moore, and Gayle Morelli
For more information on Poodle Rescue of New England, please visit our website:
www.poodlerescuenewengland.org
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