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Poodles Galore!
by Alice O’Connor

November 2008

On Sunday, October 5, at Needham’s Ridge Hill Reservation, Poodle Rescue volunteers, adopters and friends gathered for the
annual 2008 Poodle Picnic, an event that was all about the poodles. Activities included shopping, raffles, a silent auction,
poodle contests, doggie tarot card readings, and a doggie buffet sponsored by Especially for Pets.

Foster families got a chance to visit with their former foster dogs and to relish the rewards of seeing how happy the dogs are
with their new families. Available poodles got a chance to meet prospective adopters. Old friends had a chance to catch up
with each other, new friends were made, and most importantly, the poodles had a blast playing with each other.

Finally, thanks to the work of many PRNE volunteers and the generous participation of the attendees, the picnic raised greatly

needed funds to support the mission of PRNE.

Focus on Adopters: Jack’s
Story... by Jim and Joanne Halpin

In February of ’05, we contacted PRNE after the
unexpected death of our 5 year-old toy poodle. We loved
her so much that we just had to find another poodle close to
her age.

When a PRNE volunteer came to our house to conduct a
site visit, she brought Doodles. Doodles was very thin and
had very short ears. However, he was quite curious and had
a cute stance with one foot turned out.

After hearing Doodles’ story, we decided to keep him. We
changed his name to Jack after Jim’s dad who had the same
color hair and a birthday in February.

Jack has been a pure delight. His hair has grown into a
beautiful soft coat, thick and curly on his ears.
Unfortunately, all but one of his teeth had to be extracted
(due to neglect), but that hasn’t slowed him down one bit.

Jack likes to sit next to people - the closer, the better. He
has traveled on planes and is quite the hit in the security
line. Although Jack doesn’t like to play with toys, he can
twirl and bark simultaneously. He loves his daily walks
with his dog friends, all of whom are much, much bigger
than Jack. At home he follows me everywhere I go.

Sadly, one day Jack was listing to the left. The vet
determined that he had probably had a stroke. We learned
also that Jack was much closer to 20 years than the 11 we
had thought previously. We were very sad thinking that

Continued on page 3



Mark your calendars!

Next spring at the Sheraton Hotel in Needham, MA, Jan
Fennell, the acclaimed original dog listener, will present her
techniques for shaping positive behavior in dogs:

e Foundation Course in Canine Communication: April
18 and 19, 2009, 9 am — 4:30 pm

Advanced Course: April 24, 25 and 26, 2009, 9 am —
4:30 pm
An Evening with Jan Fennell: April 21, 2009, 6:30 pm

—9:30 pm. (Proceeds from this evening will be donated
to Poodle Rescue of New England!)

For more information on Jan Fennell and her techniques,
visit: http://www.janfennellthedoglistener.com

or email pwright01@snet.net.

Experience the pure pleasure of a relationship with your
dog that both of you truly deserve!







Holiday Tips from Dr. Dallas... with help from Laura Kleine Plunkett




Ask Andrew...

Do you need advice on training and behavioral issues?

Ask Andrew!

Andrew has over 16 years experience as a Ph.D.* and in
each issue of Renaissance Poodles he will share his
knowledge with us. If you have a question you'd like

Andrew to answer, email it to info@poodlerescuene.org.

* Phenomenal Dog
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Senior Tales...continued from page 4
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inseparable until Pearl’s death from cancer 10 months later.
It was a great sadness for all of us, but especially for Ginger,
who had lost yet another dear companion. Sadly, Ginger had
health issues, including a broken heart, which eventually
wore her down, and she left us after only 18 months.

Chico was our most challenging poodle. Also a senior dog,
he came to us through Amy Kelly (again!), when we
mentioned that adopting another dog might help heal
Ginger’s broken heart. It didn’t. In hindsight, we think he
would have been happier as an only dog. He wanted people,
not other dogs. Chico was a marker, and in his short time
with us, taught us a lot about bellybands and pee pads.

Last year, Amanda Lion offered us a new adoption, a dog
named Caesar, and suggested we come down and meet him.
It was a long drive; the only time we saw Caesar was when
we came through the door. After that he was the Invisible
Dog. He wanted nothing to do with us. He seemed to know
why we were there and let us know he wanted no part of it!
A small dog had snubbed us!

Two of Amanda’s other fosters, Sasha and Junior, though,
were very interested in us. At 11 and 14, they’d been together
all their lives and came into rescue when their family lost
their home. We took them both. Junior is 7 lbs and thinks
he’s twice the size; he’s our official greeter and guard dog.
He can be a marker, especially on anything new, so we’ve
learned to put new things where he can’t reach them, and of
course, there’s always a bellyband if we need one. Sasha on
the other hand, is gentle, sweet and loving and dances when
she’s happy.

Our newest arrival is Betsy Boots, our first foster dog. She
has been here just a few weeks, so we are all still getting to
know each other. She came from a puppy mill, and so far
doesn’t seem to be housebroken. Thank goodness for the
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Electrolux carpet shampooer! At 11, Betsy is the youngest
dog in the house and can both see and hear, unlike several of
our other dogs who are slightly blind or deaf, or both. She’s
very sweet, docile and eager for affection. Once Sasha and
Junior get over the “How long is she staying?” attitude,
everything will be fine.

Over the years, we’ve learned to cope with dogs with
different end-of-life needs. We keep good medical records so
we know who'’s getting what, since when and how it affects
them, good or bad. We’ve also learned when it’s time to call
the vet for the last time. All our dogs have come here because
of some life trauma or another. We give them a safe place to
live out the rest of their lives happily, with good food and
loving care.

There are plenty of challenges in adopting a senior dog, and
each one has something to teach us. It’s hard work, but it
sure is worth the effort. We love our senior poodles.

WHO WE ARE

Newsletter Committee: Mahala Beams, Amanda Lion,
Laura Klein Plunkett, Alice O’Connor, and Kim Rosen

Board of Directors: Merrilea Agostino, Amanda Lion,
Sue Matre, Alice O’Connor and Laura Klein Plunkett

To contact any of us, please send e-mail to
poodlerescue@poodlerescuene.org.

For more information on Poodle Rescue of New
England, please visit our website:
www.poodlerescuene.org.




