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Renaissance Poodles
The Newsletter of Poodle Rescue of New England
Welcome Note... by Mahala Beams
October was the American Humane
Association's Adopt-a-Dog-Month. Of
course, as we well know, shelter and
rescue dogs are in need of good homes for
all months of the year, but certainly the
Adopt-A-Dog-Month campaign does a lot
to raise people's awareness of the plight of shelter dogs
and those in the care of rescue organizations like PRNE.
To facilitate the process of adoption, which can so enrich
people's and dog's lives, rescue organizations like PRNE,
which do not maintain shelters, desperately need foster
homes. Unfortunately, the numbers of volunteers who
foster for PRNE have dwindled in recent years despite the
many rewards of helping a dog transition from difficult or
unfortunate circumstances to a permanent home and
despite the financial and moral support PRNE offers to its
fosterers. (Two of PRNE’s dedicated fosterers share
stories of recent foster dogs in this issue: “Marvin’s Story”
and “Charlie”; two other fosterers are featured in this issue’s
“Spotlight on Volunteers.”)
So in the spirit of the recent Adopt-a-Dog-Month
campaign, PRNE would like to designate November (and
every month) Foster-a-Dog Month! We offer a heartfelt
plea to any of you out there who might wish to try
fostering a poodle. Sadly, until we find more foster homes,
the numbers of poodles PRNE can take in and eventually
place in loving homes is limited and adoption options for
needy poodles in New England are fewer.

Sweet Marvin

Marvin’s Story... by Amanda Lion
A few weeks ago, we received an email from the MSPCA
about a poodle who’d been dropped off because the
owners were moving and couldn’t take him. He was
eighteen, but the MSPCA felt he still had some spunk and
reached out to us to see if we would take him in. When I
first saw the photo of him, my heart broke. There sat this
poor, dejected dog, so filthy and matted, with dreadlocks
stuck to the bottoms of his feet and underbelly. There was
no way we couldn’t take him in.
Continued on page 2
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Marvin’s Story... continued from page 1
Within a day, I was driving back home with him. He
smelled of urine, feces and ammonia. The rims of his
eyes were so red and sore looking from where his hair
had matted and pulled at the skin and he had such
advanced dry eye that he wasn’t able to produce any
tears. His ears were so badly infected that by simply
touching them, he’d let out a shrill cry. His mouth was
extremely painful and he’d paw at the side of his face
until his cheeks bled. The first night at our house, all he
wanted to do was pace and cry – wandering aimlessly
from room to room, crying and whimpering. I tried to
comfort him, but all he wanted to do was wander. He
eventually curled up on the floor by my feet. Even
though there were dog beds around, he seemed most
comfortable on the hard floor - as if he’d never had a bed
before.
The next morning I took him to the groomer. Usually I
wait a few days so a new foster dog can get settled and
feel secure before I have him or her groomed, but Marvin
needed to get the filth off of him. The shelter had
stripped down what they could, but his feet were packed
with mats and his face and ears were still a mess. When I
went back an hour later, he looked like a new dog and he
smelled so much better.

Marvin at the shelter

whimpered and pawed at his face. We scheduled the
dental and at the same time had a small tumor above his
eye removed. The vet commented that she’d never seen
such terrible teeth. His carnassial teeth were exposed all
the way to the roots and had holes in them! Because
Marvin urinated frequently and drank copious amounts
of water, we tested him for Cushing’s. The results came
back positive. But we know Cushing’s isn’t a death
sentence and with the right treatment, Marvin can live a
comfortable life. His left leg has a grade 4 luxating
patella and his hip is riddled with arthritis. We may
consider fixing his knee in the future but for now, we’re
working on getting his skin cleared up and controlling
the pain with holistic and traditional treatment.

Marvin, newly groomed

Marvin went to the vet the following Tuesday and had a
complete work-up done. His mouth was so infected that
he was started on antibiotics immediately. We treated his
ears and eyes and slowly they started to look better. He
tolerated the drops after a few days but he still

Marvin after his visit to the vet
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Marvin’s Story... continued from page 2
The past few weeks have been a challenge trying to
figure out what works and what doesn’t work: which
pain medication will alleviate the pain in his knee and
hip but won’t aggravate his “senior-dog-mindset”; which
belly band won’t rub him the wrong way and cause a
staph infection, just to name a few. Taking in an 18 yearold dog who has clearly been neglected for several years
is a puzzle and admittedly can be a little frustrating at
times. But the look in his eyes as he curls up next to me
or head butts me to pet him and tickle his ears is enough
to keep us both going.
Marvin enjoys an outing

The day I picked him up was the first night of Rosh
Hashana, the beginning of the Jewish New Year. I
decided that with this new beginning, he should have a

new name and Marvin came to mind. I knew a Marvin
once and he was such a kind and gentle soul. I looked up
the name Marvin and this is what it said:
People with this name are excited by change
and adventure. They are dynamic, visionary and
versatile, able to make constructive use of
freedom. They fight being restricted by rules and
conventions. They tend to be optimistic,
energetic, intelligent, and to make friends easily.
I can’t think of a better name for this little guy as he
moves forward in this next chapter of his life.

.........

Marvin resting up for Halloween

Lucky Marvin now has his very own facebook page, “Marvin’s Room.” Take a look at:

Fans of Marvin's Room
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Charlie... by Sue Staats
their car as "shotgun" for his ride
to the forever home of his
dreams with Lisa and Curly taking
back seat.

Charlie, a five year old white
mini poodle, came to be fostered
at our quiet household in early
July. He was surrendered because
his single owner was working
nine to ten hour days and Charlie
was showing signs of separation
anxiety. Charlie came to us after
having four owners in his five
years.

Lisa has succeeded in ridding
Charlie's face of tear stains. Steve
has a full time office assistant
with perfect attendance and a ball
game couch buddy.

We were expecting a shy,
n e r v o u s b o y, b u t C h a r l i e
delighted us in moving right in like he'd lived here
forever. My husband,Ted, is home most days and Charlie
instantly began training Ted to pat him. When Charlie
wanted attention he pawed us until he got it. After a few
days Ted's arms and legs were covered in bandaids...
Then we smartened up and had his nails clipped! With
some basic positive training, Charlie's pawing for
attention became less frequent and much gentler.

Charlie

To quote Steve:

Charlie and I have bonded really well. Every day we play,
take long walks and hang out on the couch. Charlie and
Curly get along really well with no problems. Charlie
loves to ride in the truck and we go to PETCO, Agway
and the bank all the time. When I am home, Charlie is
right by my side and I enjoy that. Today we went for a
ride and Charlie helped me eat a pumpkin muffin !
Charlie, we are so happy you now
have a wonderful home, a great job
and the best coffee breaks ever!

Charlie's eyes have a condition
requiring the daily application of an
oily eyedrop. He was trained to sit
on the sofa quietly for his drops after
which he always got a yummy treat.
What a perfect patient!
Unfortunately the oily drops created
very dark tear stains on his face that
wouldn't improve with gentle soap
and water.

.........

Charlie lounges in Steve’s office

In mid-July Charlie's luck changed
for the better when a poodle
loving couple applied to adopt him. Their only child had
gone away to college leaving them feeling that empty nest
syndrome. Curly, their white mini poodle they'd had since
a puppy, is devoted to Lisa, and Steve, who works mostly
from his home office, was looking for his own poodle to
hang with.
Steve, Lisa and Curly came to meet Charlie and it was
love at first pat! Steve sat on the sofa, Charlie cuddled up
next to him for some pats and it was a match made in
heaven! They snuggled for an hour while we exchanged
poodle stories. Later that day Charlie eagerly hopped into

Steve, Charlie and Curly hard at work in
Steve’s office!
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Poodle Rescue of New England Picnic 2013
A Poodle Party to Remember!
This year’s annual picnic at Borderland State Park was a
great success for Poodle Rescue of New England, raising
over $2,000 for poodles in need. The
day of the picnic, Sunday, Oct. 29,
was
glorious, which encouraged
many to come out with their poodles
and join in the festivities.
With
raffles, bingo, silent auctions,
fabulous prizes, free samples of dog

food and other products, many lovely dog related wares
for sale, and an informative presentation by dog trainer,
Ann Dupuis, there was something for
everyone. And of course socializing
of people and poodles was a favorite
activity.
Many thanks to the
dedicated volunteers who worked so
hard planning and setting up this
wonderful event!
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Spotlight on
TwoVolunteers: Rebecca Riendeau and Tony Richard...
Charlie...
continued from page 1
by Kim Rosen
In this regular feature of our newsletter, we shine light on the work of individuals who don’t seek the spotlight, but who deserve
acclaim for their special dedication and long-term commitment to the work of Poodle Rescue of New England.

Poodle Rescue of New England is
fortunate to have a number of
dedicated and talented volunteers, not
the least of whom are this article’s
subjects! For those of us who share
our lives with both canine and human
companions, our partners are often
included in our PRNE events and
activities with little choice! Not the
case for Rebecca and Tony; they bring
equal passion and talent to the work
they do for us. Theirs is truly an
example of teamwork!

One story they tell is of a mini poodle
named Fame:

Tony and Rebecca

Tony and Rebecca have been volunteers with PRNE for
more than four years, although their work helping rescue
dogs goes back even further. Currently, they not only
foster dogs, but Rebecca screens applications of interested
adoptive families, and they both do home visits. PRNE’s
website has undergone some major changes, thanks in
great part to Tony’s acumen with web design. His design
talent has also extended to some of our print material.
Rebecca and Tony are clearly “dog people.” They share
their home with six dogs! They include the oldest,
Winston Clark, a fifteen year old Maltese; Charlie the
Lhaso-Poo; Gertrude and Heathcliff, both BrusselsGriffons; Dewey Doo, a Bichon; and last but not least,
Calvin, a hairless Chinese Crested. In their words, “We
both love dogs and wanted to help dogs that needed a
second chance. Due to Tony's allergies we were limited to
dogs we could help and also we had to find a rescue that
had small breeds since our home is filled with little dogs.
PRNE seemed to be a perfect fit for both.”
Fostering a new dog can have its challenges. The couple
says “The best part is taking in a Poodle that is scared or
shy, providing them love and affection and watching them
break free from that bubble and develop their
personalities. We have a good mix of ages and breeds at
our house and I think this helps when we bring in a new
foster. There always seems to be at least one of our dogs
that can make friends with the new guy.”
As rewarding as fostering is, Rebecca and Tony admit that
the hardest part of that “job” is letting go. “It is the bitter
sweet part of fostering. You're happy they found the
perfect home but sad they are not going to be part of your
life anymore.”

She was a former show dog and
had the prettiest prance. Fame
was the stereotypical model. She
was very beautiful, but a little
ditzy. She would occasionally
forget how to use our stairs and
try to take three steps up rather
than one. She would do goofy
things like that all the time. She
always made us laugh but was
also very much a cuddle bug.

When asked about advice for anyone interested in
volunteering, the couple tell me that the greatest benefit
comes not from outside approval or thanks, but from
knowing they are making a difference in the life of an
animal in need and the family lucky enough to adopt him
or her. They also shared that they appreciate being able to
volunteer in ways other than fostering. Their oldest dog,
Winston is currently battling Cancer and Cushing’s
disease, so being able to have the flexibility to focus their
energies on his health and well being while still helping
Poodle Rescue is working for them.
Since so much of the couple’s energy is already devoted to
dog care, any additional fostering responsibilities seem to
get blended into their daily activities. So with regard to
their other volunteer responsibilities, both agree that the
time commitment is minimal, “Calling potential homes
can take about an hour or so and doing home visits can
take up a couple of hours, but those happen only once or
twice a month.”
Lastly, the questions we always ask! What would you like
people to know about PRNE? “We think people should
know that PRNE does everything they can possibly do to
help a Poodle in need. They have never elected not to treat
Poodles if they needed medical attention and they take in
all Poodles, not just ones that are highly adoptable.
What’s your greatest wish for PRNE? “That they always
have enough money and volunteers to help as many
Poodles as possible.”

.........
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The Nose Knows... by Mahala Beams
Lately my three dogs and I have been going on lots of
scent-walks. We often walk for good exercise, but since
reading Alexandra Horowitz's best selling Inside a Dog:
What Dogs See, Smell, and Know, I have become much
more tuned into how important smells are to our canine
buddies. So now, as well as our faster walks, we often
take leisurely strolls just to indulge in lots of smelling.
According to Horowitz, "human noses have about six
million… sensory receptor sites; sheep dogs noses, over
two hundred million; beagle noses, over three hundred
million." And what about poodles? Associate professor
and researcher at the Auburn University College of
Veterinary Medicine in Auburn, Ala., Dr. Larry Myers
reports, "There's this mythology behind the bloodhound,
but I've tested a miniature poodle that had a sense of smell
that was as good as the bloodhound's." Wow!

Avril, Figaro, Triton and friend, Argo, out for some sniffing

Although I realize some of the smells dogs find intriguing
might not be so appealing to the human nose, I sometimes
wish I could slip into a dog's body to experience the world
in such an entirely different way. Sadly, that's not possible,
but happily, it's a gorgeous time of year for outings with
our pooches, whether for exercise or for letting them
enjoy what is to them an abundance of fascinating smells.

.........

The PRNE/PETCO Connection Continues
PRNE is very grateful for PETCO’s ongoing support and
generously. PRNE is also thankful for dedicated volunteers like
Meaghan Walsh and Marcella Stasa who are among those who
represent PRNE twice a month at PETCO stores.

Meghan Walsh’s set-up for PRNE at PETCO in September

Marcella Stasa and Picasso at PETCO in
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In Memoriam: Xena ...

by Gail DeMoura

It is with a sad heart that I tell you that my beloved dog, Xena, has
passed away. Xena was euthanized yesterday, and she died with her
head cradled in my lap. She was 16.5 years old…a very long time
for a Standard Poodle.
Those who knew her or heard me talk about her know that she was a
great, strong spirited girl. Her name fit her perfectly, Xena, Warrior
Poodle. We had named her after the television character. She was
smart and mischievous and very good at getting into trouble. She
loved to run and play "disk" (frisbee) and could gut a squeaky toy in
30 seconds flat. She was extraordinarily funny and definitely an
envelope pusher. Though we had her trained when we first rescued
her in 1998 from Poodle Rescue of New England, she always waited
to see just how invested we would be in a command. She loved her
daily four mile walks at Peace Park or Callahan State Park with her
“sister” Zoe, also rescued from Poodle Rescue in 2000. She was
super smart, "too smart," I would often say. "Xena-proofing," was
part of our language--she could get into anything.
Xena was an integral part of my life. I miss her dearly. I know she is
at peace and free of the afflictions of very old age. And she is with
her side-kick, Zoe.

.........
Goodbye to Xena

We who choose to surround ourselves with lives even more
temporary than our own, live within a fragile circle, easily and
often breached. Unable to accept its awful gaps, we still would
live no other way. We cherish memory as the only certain
immortality, never fully understanding the necessary plan.
~ Irving Townsend.
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Managing Your Dog’s Chronic Ear Disease

by Nancy Kay, DVM ©

(November 21, 2013)
Dr. Kay, author of Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, Longer Life
and of Your Dog’s Best Health: A Dozen Reasonable Things to Expect of Your Vet has graciously granted
permission for PRNE to reprint one of her informative articles in each issue of Renaissance Poodles. Dr. Kay’s
extensive credentials follow:
Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine; Recipient, Leo K. Bustad Companion Animal
Veterinarian of the Year Award; Recipient, American Animal Hospital Association Animal Welfare and Humane
Dr. Kay and Lexie Ethics Award; Recipient, Dog Writers Association of America Award for Best Blog; Recipient, Eukanuba
Canine Health Award; Recipient, AKC Club Publication Excellence Award. For more information, visit her
website: http://www.speakingforspot.com.

If you care for a dog with recurrent ear problems, I
suspect you have experienced your fair share of
frustration, impatience, and/or exasperation. This is
undoubtedly true if you live with a dog who develops
stinky ears and head shaking seemingly within minutes of
when the ear medication runs out.
For those of you dealing with “repeat offenders” I
encourage you to expand your knowledge by reading
about the anatomy of the canine ear canal, the many types
of ear diseases, and their predisposing causes.
And now, here is my best advice to manage your dog’s
chronic ear disease. Please note that I purposefully used
the verb “manage” rather than “cure”. Sometimes chronic
ear disease is cured, but for most dogs long-term if not
lifelong care is necessary. Patience and perseverance will
be your most important allies in successfully maintaining
your best friend’s comfort and preserving your own sanity.

Look for the underlying cause
Rarely does that infection in your dog’s ear represent the
primary issue that is the true cause of the problem. This is
why medication that treats the yeast or bacterial infection
provides only a temporary fix. Transitioning a diseased
ear canal back to a truly healthy state requires
identification and effective treatment of the primary issue.
For example, a hypoallergenic diet may be the ticket to
healthy, comfortable ears for the dog with food allergies.

Daily use of a drying agent may restore ear canal health to
the dog with free access to a backyard swimming pool.
The hypothyroid dog (producing inadequate thyroid
hormone) may need thyroid supplementation to resolve
his chronic ear issues.
Here’s the bottom line. Don’t just treat that ear infection
over and over and over again knowing full well it’s gonna
come back the minute you stop the medication (sounds a
bit like the definition of insanity). Look for and treat (or
eliminate) the primary issue that is disrupting the normal
health of your dog’s ear canals.

Work with an expert
If you’ve been working on your dog’s ear problems with
your family vet for awhile without long lasting success I
strongly encourage you to get a second opinion from a
veterinarian who specializes in dermatology. Board
certified veterinary dermatologists receive mega-advanced
training in diseases of the skin and ears, and this is all they
deal with in their practice lives. Ask your family vet for a
referral or pay a cyber-visit to the American College of
Veterinary Dermatologyto find a dermatologist within
driving distance.

Continued on page 10
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Managing Your Dog’s Chronic Ear Disease... continued from page 9
Trial and error
Imagine that I examine three different Labrador flavors
in one day- one chocolate, one yellow and one black.
They all have chronic yeast infections in their ears as a
result of doing what they love most (besides eating). All
three swim multiple times daily in their backyard pools.
While I might initially prescribe the same medication for
all three dogs to clear their infections, it would be naïve
of me to think that the same long-term treatment
protocol to maintain healthy ears would be work well for
each dog. Use of an ear canal drying agent twice a week
might be the ideal maintenance therapy for the yellow
Lab. The chocolate might require daily treatment with
the drying agent along with once weekly application of a
yeast-fighting medication. The solution for the black Lab
might involve alternating daily between the drying agent
and yeast-fighting medication. There’s really no
predicting in advance which long-term (maintenance)
protocol will be the best choice for any given individual.
The key is to methodically try various rational therapies
and determine which protocol most effectively sustains
happy and healthy ear canals. A caring veterinarian and
your own patience and determination are imperative for
success.

Surgery
The normally wide-open ear canal becomes permanently
narrowed in some dogs with chronic ear disease. All that
inflammation produces proliferation of scar tissue that
obstructs the ear canal making it difficult for ear

medications to travel where they need to go. The
narrowing also creates poor air circulation and any
discharge that accumulates within the ear canal is
difficult to remove. Some dogs are born with extremely
narrowed ear canals- Shar Peis are the “poster breed” for
this problem.
Narrowed, scarred ear canals render medical therapy
ineffective and surgery becomes the treatment of choice.
There are two surgical options. One type of surgery
involves “opening up” the ear canal. The second
approach ablates (removes) the ear canal. Ear canal
surgery is tricky business, one potentially fraught with
complications. If your dog is a surgical candidate, be
sure to work with a veterinarian who specializes in
surgery. Ask your family doc for a referral or visit
theAmerican College of Veterinary Surgeons to find a
specialist in your community.
Surgery provides an effective way to restore comfort and
markedly enhance the quality of life for dogs suffering
from chronic ear disease. While it is considered a
treatment of last resort (when medical therapy fails) I
encourage discussion about surgery sooner rather than
later. It’s important to recognize when ongoing medical
therapy is simply beating one’s head against the wall
(and all the while the dog is miserable). Following ear
canal surgery, it’s not uncommon to hear a client say, “I
wish we’d done this sooner.”

.........

Now, let’s hear from you! How have you treated your dog’s chronic ear
disease? What has worked and what hasn’t? If you would like to respond
publicly, please visit http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=4198.
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Avril, Triton and Figaro

Eddie

TRICK or TREAT!
Gigi goes Hawaiian

Ms. Greta canʼt decide what costume to wear on Halloween!

Continued on page 12
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BOO!
Avril, the Bumble Bee
Teddy, the Scurvy Dog
Candy Corn

Teddy, the Mummy

Nimitz as the USS Nimitz Carrier

Ozzie, the Cape-man
Zoe, the Ladybug

Spike and friends at his Halloween playgroup

Milo, a Hirschy’s Kiss (costume by
Caryn Hirsch)

Gigi
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Looking for the Perfect Holiday Gift?
Go no Farther!

The PRNE 2014 Calendar is now available!
These lovely calendars make great gifts for friends and family! Each month features beautiful
photos chosen by our judges from over 100 photos submitted. Wall calendars are wire bound
and printed on heavy glossy paper with each page measuring 8.5×11.
$18 each plus for shipping and handling ($4 for up to 5 calendars). For ordering information,
please contact Merrilea at poodlerescuene@rcn.com.

PRNE RAFFLE 2014
GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!
First Prize: Seven Nights at Beautiful Summertime Cottages in Bar Harbor Maine (6/4-6/21)
2nd Prize: Two Nights at the 2 Cats Bed and Breakfast in Bar Harbor Maine
3rd Prize: Two Nights at the Atlantic Eyrie Lodge in Bar Harbor Maine
4th Prize: iPad Mini
Tickets $5 each or 5 tickets for $20
For tickets email: poodlerescuene@rcn.com
For more information visit: www.poodlerescuenewengland.org
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Mailbox
Dear Anne,
All of us at PRNE congratulate you and your husband on the
marriage of your lovely daughter Becca in September!
Your PRNE friends
PS: Thank you again for all that you do for poodles in need!

Anne, Gil and the bride, Becca
Dear PRNE,
I wanted to send you this picture of Pebbles. I adopted her from
PRNE four years ago. She is a sweetheart and very loved!
Thank you for all that you do.
Kris Cooper

Kris and Pebbles

WHO WE ARE
Newsletter Committee: Mahala Beams, editing and layout;
Amanda Lion; and Kim Rosen
Board of Directors: Merrilea Agostino, Anne Aronson, Amanda
Lion, Amy Moore, and Gayle Morelli
For more information on Poodle Rescue of New England,
please visit our website:
www.poodlerescuenewengland.org

Darby, soaking up the sun and visiting old friends at
the annual PRNE picnic
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