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Renaissance Poodles
The Newsletter of Poodle Rescue of New England
Welcome Note…by Mahala Beams
Now that the contentious and ugly campaign of
2016 is over, we can all use some de-stressing. What
better way to gather our selves than to spend some time
with our beloved canines? How refreshing to focus on a
long ramble with a happy poodle on a beautiful fall day,
to throw a tennis ball in a nearby field for an excited
pooch to retrieve, to cuddle on a couch with a furry
companion or to engage in a rousing game of tug. With
the renewal that these interactions bring, we can better
face the challenges of the day, taking satisfaction in the
knowledge that we have made a difference in the lives
of our beloved dogs just as they have enriched our lives.

Neal and Marjorie with Slice and Maddox

Tribute to the Lackritz’s…

In this issue of Renaissance Poodles you will read
of many examples of this enrichment starting with Neal
and Marjorie Lackritz’s story. Several other poodle
adopters update us on the roles their dogs play or have
played in their lives. Check out scenes of poodles and
their companions from PRNE’s summer BBQ. And
enjoy pictures from the fall in the Gallery.

Little did Marjorie and Neal know back in 2006
how much their lives would change. Why is that, you
ask? The answer is quite simple.

On a more serious note, learn about new laws
going in effect recently to protect dogs. Finally, Dr. Kay
gives us valuable insights into vaccinations, antibody
titers and the questions we should ask our vets about
vaccination regimes.

Having fostered German Shepherds for a rescue
group in New England, Neal began showing signs of
allergies toward the dogs.
Since they enjoyed
fostering and had so much love to give to the dogs,
they reached out to us to see if Neal would be able to

So relax with a pup and enjoy this issue!

by Amanda Lion

Continued on page 2
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Tribute to the Lackritz’s… continued from page 1
other poodles. With their skilled care,
Slice came through the treatment and
together with Maddox, the boys have
successfully helped their parents foster
and re-home over 25 poodles.
Marjorie has pitched in to help
mentor new fosters, assist with
administrative responsibilities and so
much more. She and Neal have hosted
countless volunteer get-togethers over
the years and have spent many weekend
days sitting at Petco spreading the word
about adoption.

Neal and Marjorie with Slice and Maddox

tolerate poodles. Their first foster was Maddox, a oneand-a-half year old male standard poodle who was
given up by a breeder because his nose was discolored.
Within days (okay, hours), they realized Neal was fine
with poodle hair AND they were in love with Maddox.
The Lackritz’s adopted Maddox, and life has never
been better for him.
A few years later (and many successful foster
placements) Marjorie and Neal adopted a second
standard, Slice. Slice came in with heartworm, having
been rescued from a back-yard-breeder along with two

It’s bittersweet that we tell you Neal and
Marjorie are moving to California. Neal has accepted
a new job and they will be leaving by the end of the
year. We will miss their enthusiasm, support, strength
and encouragement, but wish them the best of luck
with their new adventure! Although we are sad for
our loss, we couldn’t be happier for Marjorie, Neal,
Maddox and Slice as they head out west for new
adventures!
………

Two Poodles with spots on their feet
Wore scarves that were dotted and neat.
Said they, “There’s a chance,
We might go to France,
And we want our outfits complete.”

From Silly Poodle Limericks - Limericks and Drawings by Charlene Dunlap
Reproduced with permission from www.caninehorizons.com
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Minnie... by Sarah Kwon
My husband and I adopted seven-month-old Minnie through
PRNE in May. We instantly fell in love with her sweet,
optimistic and playful temperament. Every day with her is full of
cuddles, laughs, and energizing walks. Her inquisitive and
adventurous nature make her well-suited for our active lifestyle.
She has joined us for hikes and camping trips, and is even
coming on our honeymoon!
When she first joined our family, there were a few
behaviors we had to address to help her achieve her full potential.
With patience, time and investments in obedience classes and a
private dog trainer, she is now fully house trained, has learned to
come on command, and her leash aggression towards other dogs
has dissipated. We are continually impressed by her intelligence
and eagerness to learn.

Minnie on her beloved memory-foam mattress

Minnie comes to work with me almost every day where my
colleagues remark how quiet and well-behaved she is. A few
times a day we walk in the office yard where she often plays with
other dogs who come to the office.

We will be forever grateful to PRNE for selecting us to be
the proud parents of Minnie!

Let’s play!

Minnie (center) and companions camping in Maine

Minnie and a friend
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Goodbye to Triton…by Mahala Beams
Because he enjoyed visiting with people so much,
soon after he joined our family, Triton and I began the
process of becoming certified to work as a therapy team,
eventually visiting regularly in an assisted living facility.
There, Triton charmed the residents, gladly accepting many
treats and enjoying his visits as much as the residents did.

We adopted Triton, a six-year-old apricot standard
poodle from PRNE in the fall of 2007 to fill the void left by
the death of our sweet lab, Echo. This fall, one month after
Triton’s 15th birthday, we had to say goodbye to him after
nine years with him in our family.
Triton was a wonderful dog, an elegant standard
poodle with a gentle and loving disposition. He enjoyed
visiting with the adult students who attended classes
weekly in our home. Carrying his favorite plush bone, he
would circulate at the break from person to person, soaking
up every bit of attention and loving every minute of it.

Triton visits an Assisted Living Facility
With the grandchildren, he was also a love, allowing
them to brush him endlessly, to cuddle with him or to use
him as a pillow. Occasionally he would become overly
playful and rambunctious, but a good rawhide chew would
settle him down.

Triton and Argo snuggle with two of our grandchildren
Triton visits with students in our home

Continued on page 5
4
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Goodbye to Triton… continued from page 4

With equanimity he accepted the other dogs who
came to live with us, first Figaro, our miniature poodle,
then our younger son’s deer-sized Argo, who lived with us
for a year while my son was out of the country. Finally,
Avril, half miniature poodle, one quarter beagle, and who
knows what else, joined us when my older son went into the
Marines for five years. Eventually Argo went home to my
younger son when he returned to the country. Sadly, we
lost Avril to a terrible sickness just after she turned eight.
But Triton and Figaro remained good friends, greeting each
other enthusiastically when returning from a visit to the Vet
or an outing.

Figaro and Triton in play-bows

Avril, Figaro and Triton

However, in his last month, his frailty increased and
his breath became terrible. Fearing he had an abscess, I felt
around on his gums, in the process discovering a large
lump in his cheek. Taking him immediately to his vet, I
was horrified to learn that the lump was aggressive
Melanoma and that the bad breath was a sign of the spread
of the disease. Because the prognosis at his age was not
good, and treatment would have meant much discomfort
for him with only a hope at best of a few extra months with
him, we made the difficult decision to euthanize our
beloved boy.
We will never forget our wonderful Triton. We were
privileged to have him in our lives. When I walk in the
woods in Vermont, I can still see him, silhouetted in the
sunlight through the trees. I hope his spirit roams happily
there, or in our yard, or through our house. In all these
places and in our hearts, we feel his presence.

With me, Triton was unfailingly gentle and trusting.
He accepted the ordeal of being bathed in our bathtub and
dried for what seemed like hours with my hair drier. He
allowed me to learn how to groom him, standing patiently
while I clipped, trimmed and shaped his beautiful wooly
coat. He endured monthly plucking of the thick hair from
inside his ears to prevent ear infections with hardly a
complaint.
Triton had become increasingly frail in his last
months, unable to manage stairs without the help of a carry
harness. Heavy cataracts impaired his vision. However, he
still enjoyed his food, outings in his yard, and visits from
people he loved like his beloved PRNE foster mother,
Amanda. Occasionally, on a cool crisp day, he would frolic
a little in the yard, inviting Figaro to play.

Triton on the road in Vermont
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Good News for Dogs and Other Animals… by Mahala Beams
On Thursday, November 17, a new law, passed
in August of 2016, went into effect in
Massachusetts. The law will make it legal for a
concerned bystander who sees a dog trapped in a
stiflingly hot car to break in and rescue the dog.
Before doing so, however, the bystander must call
911. Then he or she must wait with the dog until the
owner returns. It will also be legal for an animal
control officer or law enforcement officer to break in
although he or she must leave a written record of
their action and the reason for it for the owner.

A second feature of the new law makes it illegal
for a dog owner to tether a dog in inclement weather
for over fifteen minutes. This holds for times when
weather advisories have been issued as well as for
any weather that could be harmful to a dog.
Thanks to the Massachusetts Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals for lobbying for
this law, which will undoubtedly prevent many dogs
from suffering in terrible conditions.
………

PRNE’s 16th Annual Fundraiser: BBQ A Big Hit
by Merrilea Agostino

Over 100 people and their beloved dogs turned out to support
PRNE at our annual fundraising event & chicken BBQ. The event
was held at the Maspenock Club in Milford MA on August 20th.
The festivities started with a “Yappy Hour” which included
people appetizers, doggie snacks and a “drink of the day - The
Poodle Passion”! Great live music by Mike and Missy Unplugged
from the Missy Maxfield Project added to the fun filled vibe of the
day. Then there was the food! The Maspenock volunteers put out a
big spread of grilled chicken, veggie burgers, potato salad, green
salad, baked beans etc. and all the fixin’s that make for a great
BBQ. Yum!
Thank you to the many generous supporters who donated
items to our silent auction. Two silent auction tables filled with
great items made for a very successful fundraising day! Thank you
also to all the PRNE volunteers who helped to make this day
happen and who give of their time every day to help our dogs in
need.
All of us had a great time! Keep an eye on our website and
Facebook page for the announcement of next year’s BBQ date.
See you there!

BBQ scenes continued on page 7
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BBQ Scenes… continued from page 6
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Vaccine Antibody Titers: Are They a Good Choice
for Your Dog?
Nancy Kay, DVM © (July 18, 2016), reproduced with permission

Dr. Kay, author of Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, Longer Life and
of Your Dog’s Best Health: A Dozen Reasonable Things to Expect of Your Vet has graciously granted permission for
PRNE to reprint one of her informative articles in each issue of Renaissance Poodles. Dr. Kay’s extensive
credentials follow:
Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine; Recipient, Leo K. Bustad Companion Animal
Veterinarian of the Year Award; Recipient, American Animal Hospital Association Animal Welfare and Humane
Ethics Award; Recipient, Dog Writers Association of America Award for Best Blog; Recipient, Eukanuba Canine Health Award;
Recipient, AKC Club Publication Excellence Award. For more information, visit her website: http://www.speakingforspot.com

Perhaps you know a little bit about antibody titers
(aka, vaccine titers, vaccine serology, and titer testing),
but find the topic to be confusing. Rest assured, you are in
good company. The topic is somewhat complicated, and
recommendations as to how to use antibody titers vary
widely.
Until relatively recently, antibody titer testing was
quite pricey and involved sending the dog’s blood sample
to a specialty laboratory. The testing process is now far
more affordable and readily available. It can be performed
right in the veterinary hospital with results provided
during the course of an office visit. Given this ease,
accessibility, and affordability, it makes really good sense
to figure out if antibody testing is a good choice for your
dog. Here’s some information to bring you up to speed on
this topic.
Antibodies and the immune system
Our immune systems have the amazing ability to
recognize and then get rid of things that should not be in
our bodies, such as bacteria and viruses. There are two
major defense strategies by which the immune system
operates, and both are involved in preventing diseases
such as canine distemper, adenovirus, parvovirus, and
rabies.
Antibodies are the first line of immune protection.
These protein molecules act as efficient foot soldiers
within the bloodstream that attack and defend against the

“bad guys.” When we measure antibody titers, we assess
this component of the immune system.
The second arm of immune system protection is
referred to as cell mediated immunity. As the name
implies, specific cells within the body (phagocytes and
lymphocytes) are activated to capture the “bad guys.”
These cells also release subtances that trigger ongoing
immune system activity. The function of this portion of
the immune system can be measured, but only in highly
specialized laboratories. Antibody titers provide no
information whatsoever about cell mediated immunity.
Running antibody titers
All that is required to run an antibody titer is a blood
sample, something that is quick and easy to collect from
most dogs. The component of the blood used for the test
is called serum- hence the term “vaccine serology.”
Antibody titers assess the concentration of diseasespecific antibodies within the bloodstream. For example,
a high parvovirus antibody titer suggests adequate disease
protection. Therefore, no need to revaccinate against
parvovirus for now. Conversely, a low or nonexistent
antibody titer suggests that revaccinating is warranted.
Current in-hospital test kits allow determination of
antibody titers against canine distemper, parvovirus and
adenovirus. Assessment of rabies-specific antibodies is
also available but, because everything to do with rabies is
8
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Vaccine Antibody Titers… continued from page 8
government-regulated, this testing is performed only
within specialized laboratories. Additionally, vaccinating
against rabies is required by law- antibody test results are
unlikely to “excuse” a dog from having to be revaccinated
at officially designated intervals.
Interpreting antibody titer test results
In theory, antibody titer testing provides a “yes” or
“no” answer as to whether or not the animal has adequate
immune protection against a particular disease.
Unfortunately, things are not one hundred percent black
and white. Here are a few caveats to consider:
•

In hospital test kit results are based on color
change. This introduces an element of
subjectivity on the part of the person interpreting
the results.

•

On the color scale there is a gray zone that can
be difficult to interpret as positive or negative.

•

This testing assesses antibodies only. The other
arm of immune protection (cell mediated
immunity) is not evaluated. Therefore, one
cannot be 100% certain that complete immune
protection is present, even if testing documents
an adequate antibody level.

•

Likewise, if the antibody concentration is
interpreted as inadequate, it’s possible that cell
mediated immunity is adequate enough to deliver
immune protection.

Titers versus simply revaccinating
It’s natural to view vaccinating as simply a “routine
procedure.” Not so much, however, if your dog happens
to be one who suffers an adverse vaccine reaction. Some
adverse reactions occur immediately following the
injection, others not until days or even weeks later.
Vaccine reaction symptoms vary from mild to severe,
and, on rare occasion, they can be life threatening.
TheAmerican Animal Hospital Association defines
immunization as “a medical procedure with definite

benefits and risks, and one that should be undertaken only
with individualization of vaccine choices and after input
from the client.”
I recall a much-beloved Dachshund named Henry,
who was five years old when I met him. He’d received a
distemper, parvovirus, and adenovirus vaccination two
weeks prior and was suffering from a horrific vaccine
reaction. The vaccine triggered Henry’s immune system
to attack and destroy his own platelets- blood cells
necessary for normal blood clotting. He was bleeding
internally. Though we tried to stop the bleeding with
transfusions and medications, we lost the battle, and poor
Henry passed away. Poor Henry’s vaccination was hardly
a “routine procedure.”
Using antibody titers wisely
I encourage you to include antibody titers as part of
your vaccination discussion with your veterinarian. For
more than a decade now, we’ve known with certainty that
distemper, parvovirus, and adenovirus vaccinations
provide protection to adult dogs for a minimum of three
years, emphasis on the word “minimum.” In fact, for
some dogs, immune protection extends well beyond three
years, and may even be life long. It makes sense then to
consider antibody titers in lieu of automatically
revaccinating every three years. Here are some other ways
antibody titer testing can be put to good use:
Puppies: After completion of the puppy vaccination
series at 14-16 weeks of age, an antibody titer can be used
to verify that adequate protection has been achieved. If
not, revaccination for distemper, parvovirus, and
adenovirus at 18-20 weeks of age is indicated.
Dogs with prior adverse vaccine reactions: Whenever a
dog has had an adverse reaction to a vaccine, there’s
always the potential for a repeat performance. One is left
with the dilemma of whether or not to revaccinate.
Antibody titer testing can be tremendously helpful in this
situation. If the results reveal adequate protection- whew!
Another vaccination and its potential side effects can be
avoided.
9
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Vaccine Antibody Titers… continued from page 9
Dogs with immunological disease: It is usually
recommended that dogs with a history of autoimmune
disease (immune mediated disease) receive as few
vaccinations as possible. Because the dog’s immune
system has been triggered in the past to attack the body’s
own cells, the very last thing the dog needs is a
vaccination that will, with certainty, trigger the immune
system. Antibody titer testing can really help in such
cases.
Dogs who are sick: A vaccination may be the very last
thing that a chronically or seriously ill dog needs.
Conversely, if the dog’s immune system function is
depressed, the vaccine may be truly important. Antibody
titers can help sort this out.
Veterinarian insistent on annual vaccinations:
Unfortunately, even more than a decade after learning that
core vaccinations provide a minimum of three years of
protection, some veterinarians continue to insist on
revaccinating each and every year. (Picture me shaking
my head in disbelief as I type this.) If, for some reason,
you insist on continuing to work with such a veterinarian,
I encourage you to opt for antibody testing in order to
avoid subjecting your dog to the risks of unnecessary
vaccinations.
Is serology right for you and your dog?
There is no “right” or “wrong” here. After reading
all of this, you may think that vaccine serology is the right
way to go. Or, you may opt to forego antibody titers and
simply revaccinate your dog every three years. Either
way, you will be stepping up to the plate as your dog’s
informed medical advocate. Way to go!

Resistance from your veterinarian
If your veterinarian is opposed to vaccine serology
or, worse yet, he or she is hell-bent on vaccinating your
adult dog for distemper, adenovirus, and parvovirus once
a year, you’ve got some decision-making to do. Do you
subject your dog to unnecessary vaccinations (and the
risks associated with them), or do you find yourself a new
veterinarian, one who isn’t operating in the “stone age”?
If you and your dog really like this veterinarian, I
suggest having conversation about vaccination schedules
and serology. Refer your vet to this article or any of the
many others that have been written. Remind him or her
that veterinarians who are vaccinated for rabies protection
are not automatically revaccinated. Rather, antibody titer
testing is used to determine if another rabies vaccination is
due.
If you choose to find a more progressive veterinarian
to help care for your beloved dog (and I heartily
encourage you to do so), request an interview during
which you can determine the prospective vet’s philosophy
concerning vaccines and antibody testing. Discussing all
of this with your veterinarian is a perfectly reasonable
expectation, and your input is an invaluable part of the
decision-making process.
Have you investigated antibody titers for your dog?

If you would like to respond publicly, please
visit: http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=5178.

Thank you PETCO for your ongoing support of Poodle Rescue of New England and its mission.
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Mail Box
Dear PRNE,
Willie came into my life, in February of 2011, via the
first photo you sent me with his blue blanket.
He enjoyed his trip to Santa two years ago, and his visit
to the groomer, just this week [see the Fall Gallery].
He is the love of my life, I adore him. He is a real love
bug.

Willie with his blue blanket

Thank you!
Cheryl

Willie visits Santa

Dear PRNE,
It's been a while, so I thought I'd write with another
update on Opus.

Opus with Ellie (above) and Lisa (below)

He is doing great and has been such a perfect addition to
our family! He is so affectionate and loyal, and is doing
well with training. He doesn't have to stay home alone
much, but when he does he is so much better about it. He
understands, "I'll be right back" and will wait patiently!
Here are some pictures with him and our girls.
Thank you again for bringing him into our lives!
Kris
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Opus, warming up after a bath

Ellie-Belle on Cadillac Mountain
in Bar Harbor, Maine

G

SPOOKY!

A

Willie, just groomed!
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Spike gets a Halloween massage
Ellie-Belle gets a Halloween visit

Trinket tries to decide which of her many costumes to don on Halloween!
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WHO WE ARE
Newsletter: Mahala Beams, editing and layout; and Amanda Lion
Board of Directors: Merrilea Agostino, Anne Aronson, Amanda Lion,
Amy Moore, and Gayle Morelli
For more information on Poodle Rescue of New England, please visit
our website:
www.poodlerescuenewengland.org
Trinket
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