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Renaissance Poodles
The Newsletter of Poodle Rescue of New England
Welcome Note…by Mahala Beams
It seems that many dogs
have at least a few quirks.
Indeed, our sweet miniature
poodle, Figaro, has two or three
foibles and eccentricities, a
couple of which I have to admit,
are totally our fault.
For example, when we sit
down for breakfast, dinner or
lunch in our dining room, Figaro
Figaro
races around the house to find
one of his squeaky rubber balls and then insists that we
heave it repeatedly into the hallway for him to retrieve.
Of course, we often do, so can we blame him?
A more endearing eccentricity, for which we are
mostly blameless, is that Figaro has a blankie. When he
came to us from his foster home over eight years ago, he
arrived with a little cushion that he carried around and
mouthed gently when he was relaxing or going to sleep.
Eventually the cushion fell apart and all that was left
was a small scrap of material, which still did the trick
for him. Fortunately, just before the rag totally
Continued on page 2

Anne and Duchy

Duchy, Part I…by Anne Ierardi
For years I told my spouse, I wanted a dog, but she
repeatedly said no. I felt ambivalent myself, as it was so
long since I had cared for a dog. I worried something
bad might happen especially since as a young person, I
had to part with two dogs because I didn’t have an
adequate home for them.
Now that we had a large house on Cape Cod with a
fenced-in yard and I worked out of my home, it seemed
the right time. But what kind of dog? I thought about
Continued on page 2
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Duchy…continued from page 1

disintegrated, I discovered some soft throws made out
of the same type of material in a store. Purchasing three
of them, I insured that Figaro would have an endless
supply of blankies. (So I suppose I do have to accept a
little bit of responsibility for reinforcing this behavior.)
Happily, an added benefit was that I could wash one
after substituting a clean one. Whenever my husband
heads for the couch to indulge in an afternoon or afterdinner nap, Figaro delightedly scampers to find his
blankie and join him. No matter how quietly my
husband tries to sneak to the couch, Figaro always
knows and arrives momentarily to snuggle, blankie in
mouth. Our bedtime ritual is a short but vigorous tugof-war with the blankie, after which Figaro, always the
winner, contentedly settles for the night.
A third idiosyncrasy is that when Figaro wants
something, he will sit and stare fixedly at the object,
whether it is a ball on top of the dreaded heating vent
in the floor of our hallway, a toy on a table, or his
blankie somewhere that he can’t reach. Gazing intently
but patiently, he will finally whimper very softly if we
fail to respond to his
predicament. Well, I
guess we reinforce this
behavior too, now that I
think about it, because
we always give in,
crawling behind a piece
of furniture or whatever
to retrieve the object of
Figaro waits for rescue
his desire!
Does your dog have quirks and endearing
eccentricities? And do you take some responsibility
for those idiosyncrasies or do you plead innocent?
Please let me know and I will share stories about your
poodle’s eccentricities in the next issue of the PRNE
newsletter! Pictures are welcome. Send your stories
and photos to: poodlerescue@poodlerescuene
………

Duchy

that for several years, occasionally confiding in my dogloving friends. Finally, I discovered Poodle Rescue of
New England. I could help rescue a dog! No need to be
concerned about allergies since poodles do not shed fur.
I heard that poodles rank number two after Border
Collies in intelligence, which would be ideal for helping
me in my therapy work as a pastoral counselor. The
only obstacle remaining was Judy. One day she said
defiantly, “It’s me or the dog.” I took the gamble and
replied, “The dog.” After twenty years with Judy, I was
pretty sure she was not going to walk away.
The Provincetown florist was a member of Poodle
Rescue of New England. In October of 2000, I timidly
entered her shop to inquire about adoption. After she
gave me the contact information, I filled out the twopage application and mailed it in. Soon a call came in
from a foster home in Milton. “I have a seven-monthold black male miniature poodle. Would you like to
Continued on page 3
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Duchy…continued from page 2
come see him?” I paused and then mentioned that I
had written on my application that I wanted a female.
“Yes, I know,” the she answered, “but he has a gentle
personality; he is not an alpha dog; I think you’ll like
him.” With some trepidation, I arranged to visit on
New Year’s day. Although Judy was still dead-set
against a dog, she agreed to accompany me. Her
attitude had become, “It will be your dog.”
Evelyn, the fosterer, opened the door and
welcomed us into her home. Two huge beautiful
standard poodles were scampering around; a small
black poodle with a white-striped and mocha beard
was playing with them, his tiny body only the size of
one of their heads. His foster mother offered us tea
and we talked. She said we were fortunate to get a
puppy with all of his veterinary care complete. Did I
want to hold him? She put him on my lap. There was
something sad about this little creature; he snuggled
into my lap and went to sleep. Evelyn asked if Judy
wanted to hold him, but stone-faced, Judy said no.
As the puppy continued to cling to me, I knew
that I would adopt him, but I wondered about his
name. Evelyn explained that Luigi got his name from
two young boys who used to visit him in a pet shop
in Newton where he was for a long time. Finally, a
man brought him home for his wife, but she preferred
a Chihuahua, so back to the store Luigi went. The
boys begged their mother to take him out of the pet
shop. Finally, she agreed, provided he would go to
Poodle Rescue for adoption. Around Christmas the
boys used their savings from their allowance, got him
out, and brought him to their home for a week. Then
he came to his foster home. Evelyn continued, “We
got him ready for adoption and named him ‘Flying
Dutchman’ based on his unsettled history.”
Before we left with our new poodle, Evelyn
gave us a sweet blue sweater with “VIP” on the back,
along with a toy chicken the boys had given Luigi.
Much colder than the Cape. Boston’s sidewalks were
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sheets of ice on that bitterly cold day, but we made it
back to the car. Since I usually drive, Judy would
need to hold the dog. The Flying Dutchman was
shaking, so Judy put him inside her coat and held him
close until we got home.
While I could see some early signs of connection
developing between my puppy and Judy, she declared,
“He’s not coming into the bedroom.” I agreed to keep
him in the kitchen, but during the night, we woke to
his cries. I went to comfort him where he was in his
bed with the little toy chicken.
That morning Judy told me about her dream in
which the dog was sitting erect and graceful in a lotus
position. He looked at her and said with a Chinese
accent, “I am eighty-two-years old.” Could he be my
Chinese grandfather?” she asked. “Yes, I am sure he
could,” I quickly responded.
After another sleepless night with the dog in the
kitchen, Judy began to soften and he graduated to our
bedroom. The next day I ran out between clients and
bought two beds for him, one for my office and one for
the house. Each night before curling up in his new bed,
he’d walk around to both sides of our bed, propping
himself up with his front paws to see Judy and then
me. I don’t think he did this in a particular order,
almost careful to not play favorites. “I think he is
saying goodnight to us,” I told Judy. She was clearly
impressed: “Can you believe it? Have you ever seen a
dog do that before?”
Continued on page 4

Duchy and Judy

3

6
5

The Newsletter of PRNE

November 2017

Duchy…continued from page 3
My clients loved him and we talked a
lot about dogs for a few weeks. One of my
counselees chided me for not calling him
by name, but I still wasn’t sure what to call
him. We liked Luigi and figured the boys
came from an Italian family. But Flying
Dutchman was too long and now that he
had a permanent home, it didn’t exactly
fit. I decided on Duchy, short and sweet,
as in the Duchy of Brittany, Anjou. It
seemed a proper balance between
sophisticated and winsome.

After a couple of months, Duchy
graduated again, this time to a permanent
place at the end of our bed. By now, Judy
was crazy about Duchy, walking him every
day, meeting and greeting all our neighbors.
After only a week, her colleagues noticed a
change in her. “Doctor, you look so happy,”
a nurse exclaimed. Judy even advised a
depressed patient to go get a dog, and away
she went for the “canine cure.”
Duchy, dapper in his Tux

…To Be Continued in the Next Issue

The Dog is a gentleman; I hope to go to his heaven, not man’s.
~ Mark Twain

Update on Autumn and Winter… by Victoria Anctil
Dear PRNE,
Back in February I responded to an inquiry from
PRNE about how Autumn and Winter, a pair of senior
poodles I adopted, were doing. Since then a lot has
happened, so I wanted to give you an update! Both
Autumn and Winter had extensive dental work soon
after I got them, followed by treatment for early renal
failure. Unfortunately Winter’s kidney damage was
pretty severe; sadly, he was only with us for about two
and a half months. I’m glad we were able to make him
as comfortable as possible while he was with us.
Autumn, on the other hand is doing so well! She
actually just turned sixteen yesterday (according to the
paperwork that came with her) and she is a spunky and
spry little old lady! She’s the sweetest girl and is my
little shadow as well as the boss of the other four dogs!
We are very happy she is part of our family.

Autumn celebrates her Birthday
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Seven Things You Can Do to Enhance Your Dog’s Longevity
Nancy Kay, DVM © (July 17, 2017), reproduced with permission

Dr. Kay, author of Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, Longer Life and
of Your Dog’s Best Health: A Dozen Reasonable Things to Expect of Your Vet has graciously granted permission for
PRNE to reprint one of her informative articles in each issue of Renaissance Poodles. Dr. Kay’s extensive
credentials follow:
Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine; Recipient, Leo K. Bustad Companion Animal
Veterinarian of the Year Award; Recipient, American Animal Hospital Association Animal Welfare and Humane
Ethics Award; Recipient, Dog Writers Association of America Award for Best Blog; Recipient, Eukanuba Canine Health Award;
Recipient, AKC Club Publication Excellence Award. For more information, visit her website: http://www.speakingforspot.com

I recently addressed common age-related changes in dogs. Thinking about such changes begs the question,
what can we do enhance the longevity of our canine companions. Here is a list of my top seven recommendations
all of which I think are quite reasonable and doable. See what you think!
1. Keep your dog at a slim trim body weight. Obesity dramatically contributes to ever so many age-related
debilitating issues such as arthritis (a huge problem for way too many dogs), diabetes, and heart disease. Feed your
dog as little as it takes to maintain an ideal body condition score. Remember, in general, older dogs require
approximately 30 percent fewer calories to maintain a healthy body weight. If your dog is overweight, ask your
veterinarian to help you devise a plan to tackle this problem.
2. Speaking of feeding your dog, be sure to choose diets that are nutritionally complete, of very high
quality, and appropriate for your dog’s stage of life. Once you have a senior citizen on your hands, a diet that is
higher in fiber and less calorically dense is usually the best choice. Multiple small meals may be better suited to
your dog than feeding a larger meal once daily.

Continued on page 6
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Seven Things You Can Do…continued from page 7

3. Get out there and exercise with your dog! Not only will exercise help burn calories, it will strengthen
muscles, enhance circulation and improve your dog’s heart and brain function. The activity you choose should be
appropriate for your dog’s level of strength and stamina. No weekend warriors allowed. Shorter more frequent
walks may be better than going for a five mile run. Gradually build up the duration and exertion of your dog’s
activity level.
4. Speaking of exercise, be sure to take the steps necessary to allow your dog to be active. If arthritis pain is
getting in the way, work with your veterinarian to find the right combination of remedies to allow your dog to be
comfortable enough to exercise. There are a myriad of treatment modalities to choose from- acupuncture, massage,
underwater treadmill therapy, supplements, anti-inflammatory medications, and the list goes on and on. Inactivity
promotes a downhill cascade of events that is just about guaranteed to negatively impact your dog’s longevity. Do
what it takes to prevent your favorite pooch from becoming a couch potato.
5. Prevent your canine senior citizen from encountering physical harm. As your aged dog experiences loss
of hearing and/or vision, leash walks and closer supervision become a necessity. Teaching hand signals at an early
age will pay off as your dog begins to experience age-related hearing loss. Double check the whereabouts of your
older dog before pulling into or backing out of your driveway. Older dogs are less agile. Add to this deeper sleep
and diminished hearing or vision and, without extra caution a driveway tragedy can happen. (Unfortunately, such
tragic accidents occur all too often.) Whereas youngsters can recover from broken body parts lickety split, such is
not the case for older dogs.
6. Act sooner rather than later when your dog isn’t feeling well. Compared to young and middle-aged dogs,
seniors have less physical reserve and are more prone to becoming compromised following a spate of symptoms
such as lethargy, not eating, vomiting, or diarrhea. Whereas a 24-hour “wait and watch” approach might be
reasonable for the youngster with such symptoms, waiting this long with an older dog before contacting your
veterinarian may have dire consequences.
7. Schedule regular checkups with your veterinarian even if you think your dog is perfectly healthy. Once a
year is ideal for young and middle aged dogs. Switch to twice yearly exams for seniors. A head to toe physical
examination, discussing how your dog is faring, and blood and urine testing (particularly if your dog is elderly) will
allow your veterinarian to detect abnormalities early, prevent minor issues from becoming major issues, and outline
a preventive health care plan for your beloved best friend.

What are you doing to keep your older dog fit as a fiddle?
If you would like to respond publicly, please visit:
http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=5489.
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"Who demolished that toy? Was it you?"

From Poodle Cartoons (page 1 and 3) - by Charlene Dunlap
Reproduced with permission from www.caninehorizons.com

WHO WE ARE
Newsletter: Mahala Beams, editing and layout; and Amanda Lion
Board of Directors: Merrilea Agostino, Anne Aronson, Amanda Lion, Amy Moore, and Gayle Morelli
For more information on Poodle Rescue of New England, please visit our website:
www.poodlerescuenewengland.org
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